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BOCKS wriiten ly the Rev, Doffor MiDDLiTONi" 
and printed for R. Ma»3Y md H. S. Cox on 
Ludgate-HiH. 

LAN Intropuctout Discovrsb to a larger Work do- 
^jL fign'd hereafter to be publifh'd, concerning the A#- 
raculous Powers which arc fupposM to have fubfifled in the i 
Cbrifiiau Church, from the earlieft Ages, throagh feveral fuccef- 
five Centuries ; tending to (hew, that we have no faffident Rea- / 
fon to believe^ upon the Authority of thefrimsHve Fathers^ 
chat any fuch powers ^re continued to the Church after the . 
I>ays^thc^^Zri. ^th 4kPolUcnpt» containing .ibincRc« - 
marks on an Jrchidiaconal Charge, delivered laft Summer by the 
Xiv. Dr. Chafman, to the Clergy of the Archdeaconry of SueOmry^ < 

II. A Treatife on the Roman Senati. In Two Parts. < 
The firft Part contains the Subftance of feveral Letters for- 
merly written to the iate Lord Hervey, concerning the Manner v 
K^reating Senators ^ ^idfillinaup iYit, f^ac/fmcies o/ that Body ^ 
mhldRof^. \ J 

-iThe Sarond Part, which irnoW added, 'obtains a diiUnft ac-^ V 
count, I . Of the Power and Jurifdidion of the Senate, 2. Of ^ 
the Ri^ht and Manner of cmvddne it. |. Of the Places hi r 
which It was ufually aiTembled. 4. Of the kgal Times of hold- 
ing th^ip AfCBpnbly. f w Qf the.difierent Ranks and Orders of (^ 
Men \ti the Senate, and 6f xkc Forms obferved m thehr Dellbera- \ 
dons. 6. Of the Nature and Force of their Decrees. 7. Of " 
the peculiar Digni^^ Honours and 'Prn|ments of a Roman 
Senator. 

III. The Ififtory of tfce Life of MarQHs TuUiu^ Cicero. T^c 
third Edjtion. In three Vols. 8v^. 

N. B. There are a frw Copies remaining of the large ^arta m 
Edition f ivhich ^dy h had iit StthfcriftitrnTrice. I 

IV. Germana qua^am Antiquiiatis erudits Monumenta qui- ^ 
bus Romanorus^ Veterum, Ritus varii tarn Sacri (|uam Profani, 
turn Gnecorum atque .^gyptiorum nonnulli illullrantur, Ro- 
ms olim maxima ex parte coUedta, ac Diflertationibus jam 
fingulis inftrufla. His Appendicis item Loco adjunfia^ eft Mu- 
miae Cantabrigienfis Defcriptio. Beautifully Printed in a R^ai 
Quarto, adorned ivitb twenty three 'CofperTtHtes,' curiou/ly 
gngrofved. 

IV. The Epiftles of M. T. Cicero to M. Brutus, and of Bru- 
tus to Cicero ; with th^ Latin Text on the oppofite l^ige, and 
iBnglifh Notes to each Epiftle. Together with a pre^tory Dif- 
fertation, in which the authority of the faid Epiftles is vindicate 
^9 and all the ObjeOions of the Reyerend l^t, Tifnjfall ^a^ti- \ 
f i^ljr confldc^c^ and qqnfut^^. " J 
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PREFACE. 

I Have lately met with a certain book, 
which, though written without any 
reference to Dr. M—n% Ifitroduc- 
tory Difcourfoi and with a view quite 
oppofite to it, is yet fo particplarly con~< 
tieded with the fubjeft of it, and coo-, 
fequently, with the prefent debate, which, 
is grounded upon it, that I have thought, 
i^ neceiTary, on this occafion, to give 
the reader a fhort abftrad of it, as 
A proper preface or introdudlion to the 
^following remarks. 

> The purpoie of it, as it is declared by 
>^he Title-page, is, " To give a true ana ; 
*f comprehendveview of Chriftianity ; 
5? or to fet forth the complete duty of 
^ aChriftian, in relation* to faith, prac-. 
*J tice, worfliip and rituals, without re- . 
*{ gard to any modern Church, Sed or 
-^* Party ; as it is taught in the holy 
'j* Scriptures, was delivered by the Apof- 
; ** tics, and received by the univerfal 

a " Church 



^ 



u PREFACE, 

" CJiurch of Chrift during the Jirfi four 
" centuries. The whole laid down Jn / 
«' tvyo Catechifms; the lirft, fortheSje 
** of CHildiren j 'the fecond, of more 
" knowing Chriftians." 
« Now "whemf a controverfy was aiSu^ 
aJIjr on fobti concerning the principles 
and chardiSers of the primitive Fathers ; 
aSifdia qu^ftion urioved aniong Divines,- 
whether t^iiey wfeire the moft favourable: 
ta fhe 'P6pifti br to tHe ^'i'oteftaht caufe,' 
liithirtg <io\il4 'come but mbffe appbfite; 
tft'the jpur^ofe, ormore'^fF^dViial tou^ard^ 
the' deiEifioil of it, than ; i- petfbrmancQ' 
of this kihd • fetting fbrth by a deduc-i 
tioh of fads ind inftancesi what • w«re -^ 
the genuin dodrines and' praiftices t)f ^ 
tKcife antieiit'lF&thers, •duriiig the fiur/ 



firft tentftjHys'oi the'Chriftian Church^^' 
This bo6k''thei-efore; ^I 'would rccom-«* 
niend to the attention 6f thc'readet i\ 
Far this wiJi-ihable him to judg^, of) 
the real mdfit iif ihe^lnti'^duBoryh]p{ 
c'ourfey whiih'hai beehat^cked and de-^ 
cried by feveraJ writers, ^and elpdcially ' 
by thefe two, with whoih I aim how < 
engaged. ' j . : : TPhe ; 

. . -• -. ( 



P'R E'PAG E/ iii 

^The Author of thefe Catechifms, ap- 
jifeai^ X6 l3e a man offenfc and learning ; 
\{hirfi4ly' Jctfoaded of the' truth and im- 
portance of what he delivers; and deli- 
vfetirig'k^with miich |)i6t!y and gravity, 
aniii i^^lUimore cancwri-than we com-' 
nllKjnly obferve in^ritereof hb zesd'dnd 
priiicipies.^ The plan alfo of Chrifti- 
khity", %hlc]h • he has 'f ropofed to tis, 
feemVr^ tb^ be a fair ind juft repfefentar 
tion bf^" the difclpline of the primitive 
Church, w of. fucha part at leaft,' as 
He think^fit to recomiiidid to the prac- 
tk^eof vie prefent age. And if we grant 
him^his- m:aan principle," th2X ufpwrrtten 
/^tf4VV#^», as it is exemplified by the iini- 

; v^rfalpfr'adiie of the ahtient Fathers ind ' 
Churciie's, : is of Apbjldic Origin^ we 
mtift gfttJFit lik'cwifc, that all the rites and 
dddtidei^, which he has deduced from 
iVarfe-the' effcntial parts of the Cbrif- 
ti^ii religion, and of equal obligation 
H*kh the Gofpel itfelt Yet o^ the 
"whole, -this learned, candid, and pioiis 
pierfofnwince will be' found, upon exa- 

. mination^ ito .confirm every thing, that 
'•' - a 2 Dr. 



i^ P R E FAC E. , 

Pr. M—^ has any whe??e faid, concern- 
ing the danger ci adopting the di(cipline • 
of tho(e priniiitiye ag^ as a pattern oi^ 
rule of duty to Proteftants. . , 

-His fcheme in general is; this I. -that true 
religion confifts, in believing and p^iiadii^ 
ii^ every thing, which God has teveided 
to us, either by Bis written word or un- 
written tradition X both which are known 
to be Cod's word, by the evidepat of the 
Catholic Church [a\ He declares tradi- 
tion to be, that /acred depcfitinn of dec- ' 
trine. and proEiice which was delvoerfid . 
by Chrifl to the Apo files ; by the Apofiles^ . 
to the fir jl Bijhops ; and by them^ to their '. 
fucceffors and Priefls^ of the univerfad . . 
Churchy from age to age. [^] Tbap fsU \ 
points of dodrine and dilcipline, which . 
#ere antiently and univerfaUy received ' 
by Chrifliansj without any hnown begins 
n/ngj have always been hohed upon, as 
Apoflalic traditions :, that this confetti' 
ent J>r'd&ice of the Catholic Churchy is ; 
the tejl, by which true traditions are di- 
Jlinguijbed from falfe. [c], that thefc 

y\ p. iji. [*] 14a. [f] ifa. 

traditions 
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traditioti$ nisy be called the common km 
ofthiChttteh j and the decrees of Couii- 
dk, lis fiaHOe-lmv : and that no Church 
can be 'rightly conilituted, which does 
not obfervetbimy or has anyUtm contra- 
diBory to them [d]. 

He defines the Church to be, the So^ 
ciety of all the faitbfuly who profefs to 
ferve God, according to that true reli- 
gion, winch God himfelf taughty arid 
which they, received from their for e- fa- 
ther s:^ and have faithfully prefervedwitb- 
out alteration : that the marks of the 
true Church are four; It is one^ holy, 
CatboUc, and Afoflolic \ preferving the 
■dodrine of the Apoftles, by a continued 
fucceffion of Bailors, derived originally 
from, them \e\, Which fucceffiion we 

know 

[4 P. 191, 19a. \i\ 161, 1^2. 

Thefe are the (ame mark* of the true Chorch, which the 
Papifts have alwayt alledged agunft the Ptoteftants, as being 
found in their Church, and not in any Proteftant Church. 
ThiH in a fliort treatife on this very fnbjeCt, publiihed by an able 
Popiih writer, in the beginning of Ctf^S/izaiittb's reign, and when 

' tluf fettlenwnt of religion was under the delil^eratiun of the Par- 
liament, theaothoF condodes his argument in thefe words. " To 
" be fliort, the Church of Ptoteftants is not On*, for lack of one 
«• head : not Hify, for lack of benefits : not Catholic, becaufe it 

• •* hath hot indured at all timet, places, and perfons : not Jlpoftt' 
" lie, becanfe they gtfftiot ihew tJieir fn^cefion irom the Ai»ftle» 
•' ^pwvward, nor can go upward lineally to the Apoftles, which 

a 3 thing 



know to.havfe beeti uniAtavupttdi from 
. the times of 4he jipaftki^ 'Min ■ to't^ 
pre/ent [/J .• ;that if it fboui^^er ,onoe 
fatly it would M. impojfiifrJo -iradno 
ity without the, mlracuhui\inttrpofitvBin 
ofChrift himfelf: for.iftbkwbokCbrlf- 
tian world fioiild unite ibein fuffrdges 
together^ they cpuld net -give any auS^ 
rity, to offer thefacrifice of the ,Eucha-^ ' 
rifiy or to per form any ether part qf the 
pajloral office in the Cbureb^ it iking a 
power y whichCbrift has r^troed to mm- 
felflg]. ■.; •;.,... . .; 

That this tinivcrial ChtiBcb, a^ it is 
now inilitant on earth^.i^/ina^e upbf 
all the particulax faithfiiriChurcbes); 
of each of whidh the Bi/hop is the vi- 
fible head. That a particular faitbfull 
Church confijis of a rightful Bijhopy with 
his Clergy and laiety united ti him^ pro^ 

** thine is plain. Therefore the Church called Papiftical, having 
<♦ one head, the Pope, having benefits of God, byflorifluns, and 
<* miracles, being fpread at all times, in all places,: through all pcr- 
'* fons that is to fay, for the moil part, being able to mew their 
<» pedigree, even to the ApofUes, without any interruption; that 
«^ Church, I fay, is the on^Iy true Chur^, wheireof we make men* 
f ' tion in our Belief, faying, I believe the Holy Catholic Church. 
S^e Strype's Annab o£ Q^EIisc Appeod. p. 36» 

[/] p. IJI. Ii]2t2, 



PREFACE: vii 

fijtng the true faith, without theaddiiim 
tf falfe ' d0riney and pfaEliJing the 
mcejfary Ghriftian worjhtpy without cor-r 
Caption. Hence flows the nccefllty of 
living aiid dying in the conimuhion of 
the Church, out of which falvation is 
not ordinarily to be had. For we can- 
not be united to Chrift, without com- 
tnunicating with the holy Catholic Church.^ 
and the onely means of communicating 
with the Catholic Churchy is, by he- 
tng ihethhers of a particular faithfuU 
Church \h'\. 

To this general view pf his primary 
and iundamental principles, I fhall now 
add a fumttiary account of the chief ar- 
ticles of thit pure and primitive Chrifti; 
anityi^ which he has built upon them. ' 

To begin then with the facraments'. 
In the office of Baptifm, he pfefcribes, 
as neceilary to the due adminiftration 
of it, all the fame cerettiohies, which 
are nbw a<^ally pradifed by the Ro-, 
mifh Church, tho* with fome little al- 

[A] p. 1^2. 

a 4 teration, 



.viii PREFACE. 
teratbn, or. the addition rather of more 
foppery and fuperftition, than is to bd 
found even in the Pbpiih ritual. Thfe 
perfon, to be baptifed, n^uft in the firft 
place be exprcifed by the Pricft, by 
blowing thrice upon bis f cue y figning 
him with the Jign of the Crofs^ and pro- 
nouncing a certain form of authorita- 
tive words y commaftding the Devil to 
depart out of him. He next makes a 
folemn renunciation of the Devih, and 
a vow of perpetual obedience to Cbrifl : 
in which renunciation, he mufl turn his 
face to the Wefi^ as being oppofite to the 
region of lights and reprefenting the- 
Prince of darhnefsy whom he re- 
nounces : but in making his vow to 
Chrift, he muft turn again to the 
Eafiy where Paradife was planted^ 
which is now again laid open to him : 
then he muft be anointed on the head 
and Jhoulders with holy oily confecrated 
for that furpofe by the Bijhopy to ina- 
ble, him, to wreftle the more fuccefs-. 
fully with the Devil : then he i§ to 

be 
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be plunged three times umier water i 
once at the name of each perfat of the 
hUJfedlrimty'y to reprejent the faith^ 
into which he is baptifed-, and alfo the 
three days burial of Chrifiy and his re,- 
furreElion m the third day ; with feve- 
ral other myftical fenles, there {pedfi- 
ed: after this, he muft be anointed 
again with holy Cbrifm^ or a compound 
of oil and balm, confecrated by the Bi- 
ihop ; and is to be cloathed with a 
white Garment^ the emblem of that pu- 
rity, tx> which he has devoted his Ufe: 
then he receives the JUfs of peace^ in to-' 
ken of his incorporation ipto the 
Church : and laiUy is made to tail of 
confecrated milk and honey ^ to denote 
his fpiritual infancy, and his entrance 
into the land of reft, of which Canaan^ 
the land of promife^ flowing with milk 
and honey ^ was a type [/]. 

As to the Eucharift, the true and 
full notipn of it, he fays, is this ; that 
it ]s a religious feajl upon breads and 

[0 P. »»7, tff. iii. 

wine 



vjoim mixed with witfh'y H»hich bHvefirft 
^elsn dffered in facrifceto God^ and ari 
'hecoffte the myfterious body and blood, of 
'ilhrifi:\K\, He affirms it to be, a real 
dkd f roper facrijice ; and calk facrifice 
in; general, • the moft perfeB^ t^acious^ 
and honorable fervicey that we diii pay to 
<jO&\l]'y fiTid the paitieular fecpifice of 
the Eiicharift, this mft excelknt worfiipy 
which' God' ever prefer ibed to men \m\ : 
which^by its purgathtk and expiatory 
nature \procures a general refHiffion of 
'fin for • the whole Churchy and '" atones- like- 
W(feforthe wilfull tranfgrejfions of par- 
iitUlar finners : of which' facrifice j 
Chrift, at the time of the inftitiition, 
eonfecrated his Apofiles to he the Priefts^ 
with' a power of confecrating others to 
fucecde them, and carry on the fame 
Priefthood to the end of the world [«]. ' 
The facramental part of th'fe Eucha- 
liff, is the Veafi upon this facrifice of 

the body and blood of Chrifii which. 

■ • .1 • . . . . ' , . ', • 

[il P. 040. £m] 240, 379; 

[/J 250. [»5 »(J7, 26?, 270. 

being 
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being offered to God upon the Altar by 
4be Priefi^ is confumed afterwards in 
comnton by the Prieji and people by eat- 
ing and 4finking\'for it was made too 
holy a thing by iis conjecration, to be 
treated as -the antient facrijices were, or 
^0 be laid en the fire in whole or in party 
but was to be confumed intirely, in the 
<moft hmdrdble manner, that is, to be 
taten and drunk hy the faithful, in ah 
aSi of mofl folemn devotion. He de- 
clares, that as Chrifl, by the word$ (if 
the infiitution; made the bread and toe. 
cup to bt his body and blood, in type and 
figure, fo God, by his acceptance of this 
Mofi excellent facrifice, caufed the' Holy 
Spirit to give it the highefi degree of 
fanBity, of ^hich any facrifice is ca- 
pable, and to make it the very body and 
blood of Chrifl, in real power ami ener- 
gy,' and to all intents and purpofis qf 
'religion, oi' as far as it was poj/fibk 
for one thing to be made another, with" 
out ^banging the fuhflance, And'this, 
he fays, ' wir the certain and univerfal 

belief 



belief of theAntientSy that asthentttit- 
ral body of Cbrifi was formed in the 
womb of the blejfed Virgin^ by the ovctt 
fiadffwing of the Holy Ghofi, foy by the 
operation of the fame Spirit^ the bread 
and the cup were made bis body and 
blood in a more effeSfual manner y than 
as mere reprefentatives \o\. 

He afHrms alfo, that the contents 
of the Euchariftic cup, muft necelTar 
lily be wine, mixed with water ; and 
emoloys four intire diapters, to prove 
this mixture, to be of divine infiitu- 
tion; and that it was the univerfal 
.do£fcrine of the Catholic Church, for 
above 1500 years, thai our Saviour 
praSiifedi infiitutedand commanded th^ 
mixed cup ; and made water therefore^ 
as well as wihey an eff&ttial ingredi* 
ent [p"], Laftly, he largely and ftrongr 
ly iniifts on the duty and njBceffity of 
Infant-communiony ox of bringing all 
infants, even of the tendereft age, to 
partake of this facrifice: which he 

[•] P; 185, zj^, »97. I>] 3«5» ^t- 

enforces 
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chorees by^ a fimilar pradice bpth:; 
of the Jews and Gentiks, ^d the par/ 
lity of thoie argument^ which . are a^ 
te^d for In^fitTbaptifm ; and, aboV^e^ 
^, by the conflant prance of the pri-^ 
mitive Church through the three fiiQt- 
e^turies, which he deduces very, par-: 
ticularly in federal diftini^ chapters {^Ji\ 
After the celebration of the Bucharif^; 
h^reoommends the revival of the Agapei\ 
or, LtOfoe-feafi of the primitive Chnfti- 
aps; which was a common entert^n-. 
iTjent, provided out of the voluntary' 
oblations of the richer communicants^ t 
id order to feed the poorer: and was. 
held, he fays, for above three centuries 
and an half within the Church \ and, 
t|i[o' prohibited afterwards in Churches, . 
continued ftill . to be held in private: 
hiQufes ; as an ufefull and laudable rite, ' 
a0d not onefy of/^pojiolic originy butiOp 
great fervice to the Cbrifiian Church [rT. , 
. To thefe two iacraments of the Gpt-i 
P^l, the Church of Rome has added; 

fvey 



Jthe^^hut this Protcftant Catcchift^ teik %> 
which he calls liffer Sacrammisi., 1^iv& 
of them belongirig to Baptii^ij^; Esci/f^- 
(ifmY4inointing with oilyM whiuge^-- 
taint, a tafl df milk and^'Jidmy^' and ttk- 
imHion by m^ Cbrifmi iflicJotfeer five^ 




Clrders and M'a&ftnony \^i%^ -The thiii^- 
laft of thefe - are held aifo - a$ - facsf^ - 
mients by the Rbmifi iCliurch, tc^e*- 
thter 'with' confirmation and finbtu:^, 
b^ mftead of confifmatlmimw^\vntes- 
io^dduces, itftpofiti&n of''>&a«ds^ wMc^^ 
they call ^-oumard >^fi^^of it'-: andi 
thbitgfa h6>'d^ tusk makt 9. facramehc'^ 
of Peftancey^^et' he enj<ans%, as a Ae- » 
ceSkry diityr tb:^l' ehrlfttatiis ; wJdi' 
private cdnfeilSoh alfo to a' t^iicft, w^hich ' 
the Romanij^s reckon, as the outward' 
£1^ of itf^]: And in truths iill \i^ 
leffer facrammtsy are nothing elfe bur 
lb many Popijh ceremoni*, now Ac- 
tually pradifed by that Ckurch= ; which,! 
\j\ p. 2.34. [/] 410, er^ 

I upon 



uppij..^e.-., authority, of tradition, f^apd. 
the. primitily)? F^thej:s, he , dccjlaJC^^ to. 

hA^Js^M *h f^x ^K ^\ /??^ V 

mtmM W^9.x^/9f'i^.\in afl^tWi^gar.^ 
cr^9^qts,; | apd pf d^ri>e. it. Hkpwiff Wi 
aJj;thR 9^ces of- private K£e,.aeclajipgi/ 
it,. as ., this author,, alfq does^ tg ,hayc ., 
wxou^t many miracles, jet. Popj^h. fu-^^. 
per^i^f) never reached fb fa^. asL to .^ 
advance it to, a Sacrament, v - vv\ 
- .^s^,|tQxtJi,e other,^p4|-ts of .Q\(ii;,\WorY>y 
fhip due to God, he prefcrib^s« ,a .con-^ ■/ 
ftant^tf^ance pii}ijth,epublic;^n4 dai- . 
ly .fervice;of ,the',ph]urx:h, ev^jf.ptt(rfi:r. 

fia/ o^ce^^ peculiar. Jo Wed^efd<Q(s '^fmit 
Frf(J^s^,y which, appear, hie Ca.y$y f from ^ 
7rf^i{io^^\(o.havf been days. appointed \ 
for divine worjhip by the Apofiksy as : 
well. , <Wj Sundays. . And bej[i<fcs\ thefc 
fta^e4ntinie$,)he, req\iires us to attend. 

• . / alfo 
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alfo devoutly, on the ptibltc prayers of 
the Church at Bapttfmy Confirmation 
and Ordination 'y at Matrimony y the 
Churching of womeny and burial of the 
dead'y at the confecration of oily the 
milky the honey and the Cbrifm:^ and 
at all the other bemdiSiionSy and Ecck" ' 
fiaftical prayer St which arc faid over 
di&erent perfbns and things on' dii^ 
rent occafions : becaufe all thefe offices 
were oxnpoied by great faints y out of 
the words of fcripturey and preferved 
fy ancient traditiony and dejigned to 
fanSiify all our aSlionsy and uje of all 
the creatures. 

As to our private devotions and pray- 
er^ betides the morning and night, he 
prefcribes a repetition of them, every 
third hour of the day ; at nine in 
the forenoorty twelve at noony and three 
in the afternoon -y as being the fixed 
times of performing them, ditring the 
three firfi centuries : and he recom- 
mends it to thofe zealous Chriftians of 
heroic piety y who would imitate holy Da- 
vid 
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Vid, Paul ^2W Silas, to extend their devo- 
tions alfoto the third hour of the night: 
according to which divifion of the day 
and night into equal fpacfes of three 
hours each, all the returning times of 
prayer hive acquired the foUbwiilg Latirl 
names in the Romifli Church ; Prims 
or Matinsy in the morning : Tierce, at 
nine J or the thifdhour : Sexte, at noon^ 
€r the fiicth hour : Notte, at three, of 
the ninth hour : Vefpers, at Jtic, in tht 
evening : Compliney at ftine at night i 
NoBurm, at midnight : and Lauds, at 
three, in the morning, or the time of 
Cock-crowing. To which Heroic pitch 
of devotion, as he calls it, no Chriftians 
of thefe later days have had the pre-i 
fumption to afpire, or the honor to 
reach, except fome Monkifli orders of 
thePopifhChurch, or afe\^wildEnthu- 
fiafts, or crafty zealots, heroically ambiti- 
ous of the lionor of a Saintfhip. But 
to give fome eafe however under fo la-^ 
borious a devotion, to Chriftians e^- 
cially engaged in bulinefs^ he obferves, 

b that, 
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that, if they frequent the public offices 
.of the Church, their devotions at tbefi 
hours tn^y be very Jhort ; and propofes 
to jthem the fign of the Crofs, made 
with this form of words, in the name 
of the Father^ and of the Son^ and of 
ibe Holy Ghofi. Amen : As the fliortcft 
and moft fignificant of all prayers : be- 
caufe we confefs by it, the my fiery of the 
Trinity, and, by the motior^ of our band, 
exprefs the figure of the Crofs, or the 
myfiery of our redemption, with that 
alfo of the incarnation, on which it de- 
pends [a;]. Laftly, in the aft of praying, 
whether public or private, he direfts us, 
to turn our faces towards the Eafi, ac- 
cording to antient tradition, and adds 
ieveral reafons, which were alledged for 
it by the Primitive Fathers \j'\- 

He affirms likewife, upon the fame 
authority, the duty of praying for the 
faithfull deceafed: that as the Saints 
in Paradife pray for us, fo we ought 
to pray for ail thofey who departed in 

W P. 175- ly\ i7<f. 

he 
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the faith, but cannot attain the cdm- 
pletion of their happinefs, 'till the final 
day of judgment. That we jfhould pray- 
even, for tha fotgivenefs ofthtirfinsi 
for their preient fcparaite ftate being 
the confequenc^ and punifhinent of Sin, 
and a ilate of impef feSioUy in which 
the fbtil is capable of impfroTemeiit, it 
follows, that prayers and alfni andEu- 
charifticfacrijices^ offered fsr them in the 
Church, may incnafe the hkffednefs &f 
their intermediate flatey and pretuilfor 
the abatement of thofe rigors^ iibhieh they 
might othermfi fuffer in the emflagta- 
tion of the laji day \js\. 

All theie fac#amentaf rites 2ea^ offices 
of devotion, which I have hittetd re- 
cited, arc deduced by hito from what 
he caUs, the eemmon lam of the Church j 
that is, the pra£tic6 andcuftom ofpri- 
ifeifive Antiquity : but he has^ coUc^fted 
alfo from it's Statute-lanv, or the de* 
crees of Councils, fix particular Com- 
mands of ihe»Church, as he calls them^ 

[z] p. 1=6+'. 

b 2 which 
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which he injoins to all Chriftians, as of 
equal obligation. 

The firft command is, to ahjlainfrom 
eating blood. Which he declares to have 
been obferved by the holy Church through- 
out the worldy even to the tenth century ; 
and that^it is laid upon all Chriftians, 
iy the law ofGody and the tradition and 
Canons of the primitive Churchy to eat 
^f no animal, but what is fo killed^ that 
the blood of it may be naturally poured 
out [a]. 

The fecond is, to offer to God our 
tithes^ firfl fruits, and voluntary obla- 
tions. This he calls a neceffary branch 
mf divine worfhip, and declares, that 
God had appropriated to himfelf our 
tithes, or, the tenth part of our fubftance, 
from the beginning of the world : and 
that the oblation of our firfl fruits is 
commanded alfo by the Holy Ghofl, 
and in all religions, ages, and countries 
of the world, was ever efteemed a part 
of divine worfhip. But befides our 

\a\ P. 204, 

^ tithes 
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tithes and firfl fruits, which are due by 
the divine law, God expedls from us ai- 
fo voluntary oblations ; in the meafure 
of which however he leaves us at our 
liberty ; yet the more we offer, the more 
acceptably we/erve him. Thefe are to 
be paid to his fervants and receivers, the 
Priefts ; tho' not for their own ufe, but 
to be depofited in the hands of the Bi- 
fhop, as a fianding treafury, for the- 
Jupport of the Church, the maintenance 
of the Clergy, and the relief of the poor,' 
of which the Bifhop is to have the dif- 
■pofal, as being Chriffs vicar, the prime 
Jleward of Gods s revenues, and the chief 
mafier of his houfehold\b\ 

The third is, to obferve the Feflivals 
of the Church. Thefe are divided into 
the greater and lefler. The greater 
are, Eafler-day, the fir ft Sunday after 
Eafier, Afcenfion-day, Whit-'funday^ all 
the Sundays of the year andChri/imafs- 
day [c]. The leffer are, all the dayt 
between Eafier and Whit-funday, e»^ 

[*] P. 205.<^. [0 ao8. 
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efpp Sifndaysi in tfihkb we/oitvmize 

our Saviours rtfurP^Biof^ for fifty day $ 

fi^QC^fiodyy during 'whkh time all fafts 

arefujfmdedi and we are to prayftand- 

ingy as an att Sundf^Xy in token of joy, 

and thereby make every o»e of thefe days 

equal in a mamer to Sunday t. All Sa- 

middays or Sabbaths likewife, except that 

before Eafler^ are lefir Feafis^ having 

ten f$ndiifie4 by God from the crea- 

liptt ^ th« worlds and in memory of 

t;^at, cxwjtinned to be obf^ifved by the 

pi-imitiye Chri«ftians, as Feflivals of de- 

ifOtion^ Mpnday alfo and 'Jtiiefday after 

Whitfundayy tbeCircumcifimy Fpipbanyy 

the Purification cmd Anmntidtion of the 

Ufjfed: V'irgmy and all tlje other Saints 

dayiy naarked ui, our prefeo^ Calendars, 

^e in the number of his leffer FefH- 

vak [d]. 

The fourth, is, to ohferve the Fafts 
of' tJk Church. ; whi^h are divided alfo> 
ipto the greater and IcflSbc. The great- 
er/ are holy Smurdayy or the day before 

C^ p. aoj. 

Eafler \ 
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Eajler ; Whfch the Primitive Chriftiani 
kept w:ith a vigil and pernoBatidn^ in 
memory of cnirLord's refurredtion, which 
Jiappened early the next mi)rning j about 
which time they expeded alfo his fe- 
cond coming. The next Faft in ftrid- 
nefs is Good Friday ^ the preceding day ; 
on which our Lord was crucified. But 
the primitive Church joined them both 
together, as one Fafi of forty boursy and 
kept it as an Evangelic command* The 
other greater Fafts are the other four 
preceding days of the fame week before 
Eaflery as preparatory to the more 
ftrid and folemn obfervance of Good 
Friday and Holy Saturday. The lef- 
ler Feafls are, the Stations, and Lent* 
The Stations are, all the TVednef- 
days and Fridays of the Tear ; being 
weekly commemorations, of our Lard's 
being fold by Judas on Wednefday^ and 
crucified on Friday ; and are called Sta- 
tions, in 2X[vi^ovito military flations and 
keeping guard. The ufe of tl^le Fails 
isj to punijh ourf elves for our fins, by 

b4 f offering 
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Juffering hunger and ibirfty depriving 
ourf elves of our pleafures^ and even of 
(I part of our necejfary nourifhment„ 
Por hy mortifying oftheflefh and weak- 
ening the body, we fort\fy the mind, an4 
difpofe it the better fqr prayer ^ compunc- 
tion, and ferious, thoughts \e\. 

The fifth is, to offer and receive th& 
pucharifi, on every holy day \ at leaft, 
tin all th? greater Fefiivals : which re-, 
laxation the Church indulged, he fays, 
that fhe might fecure a weekly celebra- 
tion of it on all Sunday Si befdes the Af- 
cenfion and Cbriflmafs-days : which is 
the leaft, that is required of all Chris- 
tians, both by Jcripture and tradition : 
and thofe, who willfully omit it on the 
Lord's day, do virtually excommunicate 
themfelves for a ti^ne [/j. 
' The fixth command of the Church 
is to pray ftanding on all Sundays, and, 
on every d(iy, between. Eafler andWhit- 
Junday, out of refped and remembrance 
of our Lord's refurredion, which wa^ 
MR a 10. {/J a 1 7. 

pbferved 
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obferved by all Churches, from the be- 
^nning, on the authority of Apoftolk 
tradition^ and efpecially enforced, iy the 
loth Canon of the firft great Council ' 
of Nice. A, D. 325. the pofture of 
kneeling, is adapted onely to occafions 
pf humiliation and penitential devotion, 
but that of ftanding, he fays, is a beau- 
tifull fymbolic reprefentation of our 
Lord's refurreSiion ; proper to raife our 
thoughts from the earth, and to unite 
them more clofely with God, and the 
things above : and no ceremony of the 
Church can be more efficacious fw* the 
purpofe of elevating the mind, and in- 
flaming the a0e<^ions, and ftirring up 
the faculties of the foul r^]. 

As to the honors which were paid to 
the Martyrs by the Primitive Churches,- 
he informs us, ** that their reliques or 
the remains of their bodies wiere care- 
" fully preferved and embalmed and 
" wrapped up in rich cloaths, and the 
<< very drops of their blood gathered 

•'up, 
3 
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*• up. That, on the days of their Mix* 
" tyrdoms, the Chriftians ufed to meet 
'* together, to celebrate their meftiories 
•* and honor their nativity, as they cal- 
** led it, or their entrance into eternal 
" life : that they made thefe days Fef- 
" tivals, like Sundays, and affembled 
^* at their Tombs, to thank God for 
*' their example^ and to excite one ano- 
** ther to imitate it, by reading their 
** aids,, and the hiftory of their fuffer- 
** mgs: and that God worked miracles 
** at their Tombs, and often at their 
•* Martyrdoms, by which feveral per-* 
** font prefcnt and even their execu- 
** tionen and Judges had fometimes 
<* been converted [h ]. 

H» account likevirife of the origin 
of Monkery, in the primitive ages, is 
this,. *' that from the beginnings of Chris- 
tianity, there were certain perfons in 
the Church, called Afcetics^ who, 
from a defire of attaining to a great- 
er perfe^ion, than that of common 
[A] P. 146. . 

" Chriftians, 
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<* Chiiftiaiis,pfofe£ledtoexierdrethem- 

<^ felves in great aufterities, after the 

•« example of yobn Baftifi. Thefe ex- 

** erciies were, to abftain wholly from 

" flefli and wine; tafeft for two or 

<' three days fucccfilvely ; to fpend their 

" time chiefly in deviotion *, to give up 

" themfclve8 and their fbbftance to 

*' the fervice of God and the wfe of 

<^ the poor and diilrefled, ocmfining 

<' themfehrcs to a fingle Efe, and mak- 

** ing themfelves Eunuchs for theking- 

^' dom of Heaven, imjring themiekes 

** to great hardflnps, watchkigs, fieep- 

" ing on the ground, for the promotion, 

** of piety and religion : all which fe- 

" verities were voluntary, and exercif- 

" ed without aaiy compulfivc rulies; 

*' But about the middle of the third 
" century, in a time of perfecution, 
" great numbers, to avoid the fary of 
" it, fled into the deferts of Mg^pt^ 
" where they employed themfelves in 
** afe of piety, and divine contempla- 
" tions ; and found that fort of life lb 

agreeable. 
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" agreeable, that wlien the perfecutlonr 
^* ceafed, they chofe to continue ftill in 
" that foHtary ftate, whence they came 
" to be called M7»ib. They lived at 
♦* firft in little cells or cottages, which 
»* they built for themfelves : but to- 
*' wards the middle of the fourth cen- 
*^ tury they were brought to live in 
<' cotnmunitiesy and under rules by Sti 
^* Pachomius'y who procured Monafte- 
" lies to be built for them about I'hebais : 
<* and many holy perfons, who were 
** defirous to keep up the exad prac- 
** tice of the Chriftian religion, which 
*^ they faw declining, chofe this kind 
*^ of life. They fpent their time in 
*^ manual labor, and in meditating on 
" the holy fcripture j fafted every day 
** 'till towards the evening, and then 
** feldom tailed any thing more, than 
*^ bread and water i they affembled to- 
** gether to pray at the evening and in 
^* the night ; flept little, kept a pro- 
*^ found filence, pradifed all forts of 
w virtu^Sj and lived in perfed obedience 

« to 
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•* to their fuperiors, though there were 
*' £on\QXm\&&feveral thoufands of them 
" under one Governor, for in a ihort. 
** time they multipHed exccedingr 

** From the fame beginnings and ill 
** the fame manner, were formed alfo 
" the primitive focieties of religious vir* 
" gins or nuns* Who pratSiied the 
** fame aufterities, oi Jtlence, poverty^ 
*' watchings, and continual prayer : and 
** there were feveral faints, who drew 
" up rules for the Monaftic life of both 
*' the lexes ; which foon fpread through 
" all Chriftendom ; for St, Martin of 
** Tours brought it into France in the 
*' fourth century ; and Pelagius is 
" fuppofed to hav6 brought it into 
" England, about the beginning of the 

From this fliort iketch of the Chrif* 
tian duties, deduced at large by this au- 
thor, from the united authority of Scrips 
ture and tradition, the reader will eafi- 
[0 p. 147. [i] 149. 
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ly perceive, what would be the confe- 
quence, of admitting them, as a ru/e ef 
faith and praEike to Proteflanis. 

For in the firft place ; the neceffity 
of a Priefthood, derived by a lineal de- 
fcent from the Apoftles, if acknow- 
ledged by all Chriftians, as it is affirm^ 
ed by this writer, would create incu- 
rable diforders in all Proteftant com- 
munities. According to this principle, 
if the Priefthood {hould once kj\y the 
whde Chriftian worQiip would be dif- 
iblvcd at once, without the poffibility 
of a renewal, but by a new commif* 
£on CMT revelation from heaven. Now 
this uninterufted fuccejpon of Priefts is 
allowed to the Church of Romey but 
denied by many to the Church of Eng- 
land^ and not io much as pretended to^ 
by any other Church or Sefl; of Pro- 
tefl^ts whatfoever : among whom con- 
lequently, neither the Chriftian Sacra- 
meats, nor any part of the paftoral of- 
fice can be adminiftred, without a fa* 
crilegious proJ^nation, and impious de- 
fiance 
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fiance of Chrift himfelf. How forc^>lx 
then would any fcruples of this kind 
operate on weak and religious miodty 
towards driving them into the arms of 
that Church, in which alone, they could 
be fure of receiving the abfolutioQ of 
their fin, from the hands of an Apollo- 
lie Confeffor. 

Secondly, From this plan of primt* 
tive Chriftianity we may obferve, how 
tradition, inftead of ferving to that 
ufe, which is more peculiarly afcribed 
to it, of adding light and illuftratioii 
to the obfcurer parts of the gofpel^ iervcs 
onely to perplex and obfcure it themK^r^ 
by multiplying quseftions, ingrafting new 
dodrines upon it, clogging it with ttre- 
fome cerenionies, and converting it frooi 
a rational, to a ritual fcrvicc. Thear* 
tide of th Emharifi will confirm thtt 
refledion. Oi^r Lord's inftitution of it^ 
as it is related by all the Evangelifls, 
is comprked in a few words, in wbidb 
he prefcribes a. folemn an4. r^iighm 
commemoration of his deifth andj^fer* 

ings, 
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ings, to be perpetually obfcrved in his 
Church: the frequent celebration of* 
which, by a natural tendency and ef- 
fe&i could not fail to excite, in all his 
faithfuU difciples, a warm afFedlion and 
zeal for the memory of their Mafter, 
and confirm their refolutions of living 
conformably to his precepts. But tra*- 
dition is no foonef called in, to the in- 
terpretation of it, than it envelopes it 
prefently in clouds of myftic darknefs ; 
transforms it into a proper attd propi- 
tiatory facrifice^ offer ed^ for the dead, ai 
well as the living ; declares the mate- 
rials of it, the bread and wine, as foon 
as confecrated by the Prieft, to be nO 
longer mere reprefentatives, or types of 
Chrift*s body and blood, but converted) 
by the operation of the holy Spirit, in^ 
to the fanie thing with Chrift himfelf, 
in power and energy, and to all in* 
tents and purpofes of religion, tho* in 
myftery, not in fubftance. It mingles 
the Eucharift cup alfo, with 'mine and 
Vfateri tho' by the words of the infti- 

tution. 
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^tioii, i|: ap^9X$ to hav^ had nothing 
i^it jbpt winfc, and affirms /^V mixture 
0fi b^ofcUvifte appointment f thp' therp 
jb^ j;u;>t dbe l^aft mentionof it in any part 
of ikt jQolbel. And, to make this fa- 
.jpredo^ccAillmore burthenfom, It in- 
J^ns t9 us, gs a nec^iQ^ duty, to 
l^^ijQg a11 i^faQts, even of the tendered 
4ge, to piM't^^e of it ; a pra<^ce, which 
4nju^ need^ difturb the folemnity of it, 
,^and diflipJlte the attention, of ^1 who 
sJ^^ ^t k. And declares this Sacra- 
IZkent, ffJOt, opely ,to be necejfary to fed- 
Vfitiw ; bvit ^ w^«j, hy which a prin- 
ifipk frf 4W happy refitrre&ion if con- 

"Th^ ihe ^rue and fuU notion^ as he 
.^IfXk hi^^tbeJEucbarifty delivered origi- 
nally, by ovh: jUordj withi|i th^ compafs 
fof .&yo ^ tiirec Yerfes, wh^ drefled 
ffiitf in #:^f trwPWgs, with which 
jtRiditKSi teie^vipped it, |^ «p ^n 
hundred andffy ,fifiigfSy ^ rflhota eighty 
intire chapf^rj of this ^utbprs larger 

c Gate- 
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Catechifm. He apologizes ihiieed for 
his prolixity on this article, on the ac- 
count of it's importance and the many 
controverJieSi which have arifen about 
it_ in the Chriftian Church j and hecaufe 
the whole of our religion may fairly be 
fummed up in it [/] ; for there is no 
other article, he fays, which requires 
more fains and fiudy to be rightly in- 
formed in^ and that to believe it^ is in- 
deed a work of labor [m]. But this 
very apology for the length of his doc- 
trine, feems to be a confutation of the 
truth of it. For it is certain, that an 
inftitution, which cannot be explaned 
without fo much learned pains, could 
never be defigned for the moft excellent 
part of a worftiip, which was calculat- 
ed for the common falvation of all 
men ; or that tradition at leaft cannot 
be the proper interpreter of it, which 
makes it fo difficult to be undcrftood, 
that it is a labor to believe it. 

WP'393- N3«»« 
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Thirdly^ We may obfei^e alfo, from- 
this fame book, what is notorious like- 
wife in the Romifh Church, that tra- 
dition, wherever it is admitted into a 
partnerfhip of authority with the Scrip- 
tures, inflead of ferving as it's hand- 
maid, as fome of our Divines afFed: 
to call it, ha& always a<aed the Mi- 
ftrefs, taken the lead, and got the af- 
cendant fo far, as to eclipfe the credit 
of the written word, reduce it as it 
were to a dead letter, and even banifh 
it at laft from the ufc of the people. 
Thus in i&e primitive Catechifm now 
before us, among all the various rites 
and do(!9:rines laid down as eflential to 
Chriftians, for every fingle one derived 
iinmediately from the Gofpel, we may 
reckon twenty, I dare fay, deduced in- 
tirely from tradition. 

Fourthly, We may now fee, from a 
clear deduction of fads and inftances, as 
they are fet forth in this piece, how di- 
really the authority of the primitive Fa-- 
thers and their traditions tends to lead 
Q Z us 
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ys itito the Church of Rome: ^ fee it 
ascribing a fupreme tod independent 
power to the Church ; ftflerting the Pb* 
pi{h iacfaments ; a propitiat<>ry fatrifice 
of Chrift's body and bloody both for 
the living ahd the dead ; prayers for 
the dead, to procUrfe fome rdicf and 
irtifH-oVetaifent of their intomcdiate 
ftate J Ejforcifmsj Chrifms, confeorated 
oil, fign of the Croli, penahee8, con- 
fefSons to a Prieft, jibfolutionS, rdixjuca 
of 6aitit$ ; Monks ; the prefeifence of ^ 
tingle life, to the matried, as of gold t<3t 
filver; in fliort dlmoft tivtrj thiftg^ 
now piraaifed ot J)tofel!ed by the Ro- 
inanifts; c5xcept /ife univerfal fupre^ 
iHacy of thfc Pope, which is difplitedhy 
the Papifts thctafdvcs ; the divirte wer- 
/hip "of Saintf^ whidi they alfo difavow 
and endeavour to ehide ; and abfolutb 
tt^nfiibftantiation 5 towards which how- 
ever he has gone ^aJs ^r, as he could 
poffibly do, whfle he retains the name of 
^ Proteiftant s but tho' tW charajftep 
otl%e4 him, to k^ ^ clear of Por 
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pety, as he tvas able, yet tradition, 
yfft itt, hsLs carried hun to- the verjr 
cotifin^ and prepared him as it wiere 
tx> ftep into k, whenever a proper oc* 
c&fion ihoi^ inviee. For I could ne« 
v& confider thdCc pi&m of ptimkiTe 
C%riftiamt)r, when publifhed by Prate* 
fisbits, ki any other li^t, dian ag prc^ 
liminary artick6) ofeed to the Ro^ 
mi& Churdi) as die grotind for a 
tt^aty of peace and t<econdliatioa) ia 
whi^ ^e (gw ttDHiaimag points of 
diflbt^nce «nig|ht igbMj be acoommo^ 
datedt Whkh vaki project Ksi an union 
^h iio»fey has ever heen the fisod 
wift <^di thofe zedots of our Church, 
wfK> 4t!siW thdir reli^ous pnnciplet 
from the f^urce of priimdve Antiquity-. 
I anil a pofed ftranger to t^ author 
of this piece) nor have any other icnoww 
kdge of his 'charadter, than what has 
been fignkied to me by his writings, 
and the repott of common hms. The 
wa!rm'expreffi(Hisof piety and devotion, 
Wl8<?h npi (trough 'his whole pcrfor-» 

mance, 
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jiiance, obHge me to think him an ho~ 
ncft man ; as. I take every one to be,' 
who governs himfelf by a virtuous prin- 
ciple, or believes, that he docs fo, tho; 
he be deceived in the choice, or the ap- 
plication of that principle. Fame alfo 
has informed me, that he, lives up to 
the charadcr, which his bodi' points 
out to us ; pra<^ifes what he proiefles $ 
and is an example of that difcipline, 
which he prefcribes to others : that he 
is a Proteftant Prieft; yet a feparatift 
from the communion of our Proteftant 
Church ; difaffeded to it's prefent con- 
ftitution, and confequently, to the pre^ 
fent government, on which it*s fecuri- 
ty depends. This is the real charader 
which his writings fuggeft : this, the 
natural courfe of his principles, when 
frankly avowed, and pufhed to their 
full length. Principles, which, among 
Proteftants, will ever produce the worft 
fruit, when they take root in the beft 
minds; will corrupt the pureft heart; 
nuake ev^n the Sincerity of men dan- 
gerous 
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gerous to fociety, and tran^orm a pi^^ 
oviSf zealous Chriftian, into an enemy 
to his country 

Yet thefe; are the principles, which the 
Cbapmans, the Berrimansy the Stebkingi 
are fo zealoufly affcrting and rccom^ 
mending to this Proteftant Kingdom. 
Dr. Chapman^ as we £hall fee in the fol- 
lowing Remarks, when! driven by un^ 
anfwerable teftimooiesy to give Kp the 
character of any ancient Father j as fa- 
vorable to the Popifli caufe, takes re-i- 
fuge in the colkQive body of themudnd 
the confentient praSiice of the primitive 
Churches, as the proper armoury, or bul- 
' wark of Proteftantifm : on which fame 
foundation, this Catechifm, which I 
have been confidering, is profefledly 
grounded. From this therefore every one 
may now learn, what a fort of Proteftan- 
tifm it is, which the authority of thofe 
ancients, and the zeal of thefe moderns 
would finally impofe upon us : A Pro- 
teftantifm, compounded oi fanatical En- 
thufiafm, and Popifh Super jiition \ giving 
1 itfclf 



idelf up eo aa implicit iiibmiflicm to 
Church authority ; haxaShmgevety thing 
rational out of its dodrine and di{ci-» 
pline; pladng the principal fervice 
of Ood, in xitoal Mtxtznoea^ and 
MookiQi devotions; and obliged to 
adopt, as divine >or Apofidicy every 
v^m. and abfuidi^, whsdi, through 
the credulity) bigottry^, pcdky, or pd- 
vate onterefts of ves^ leading Ch]irch> 
men, had infinuated itfelf infx> the 
Chriftian wor^ip, widiin :the omipaiB 
«f 'the £rft four ^hundred years. 
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R E M A R K S 

ON 

OBSERTATIONS, i&c. 

UP O N my firft and haily pera&l of 
thejGb Anmymms 06/ervatiws, I could 
not help confidering them as die 
work of fome fly unbeliever^ who under the 
maik of zeal for the honour of the Gofpel, 
and a pretence of fears and jealoufies, from 
. the freedom of the hitroduQery Difccurfi^ was 
vcraftily pointing out every tc^ic and paffige of 
it, which, by any art or force, could be ftrain* 
ed to the advantage of the Infidel cauie. 

He begins early, to drop his fufpicions, thai 
Jometlnng bad lay at the bottom^ vtbicb bad exat^^ 
ed the jhthor to this undertaking ; \a\ and as 
he advances forward, takes occafion to dedare, 
that the Author mufi either renounce his argu^ 
ment or the Gojpeli [b] that tbofe^ mobo believe 

M OMrvat p. 5* V^} p« xS« 

B tie 



2 Kemakjls on 

be more credulom, than ihofe ofthejourthy may 
far^ the'yipojHa tojptrpe |fl^4 mj^t cr^fij^s 
than them all, [c] That if the world imu fo 
credulouSy immediately aj^r the ApoJlleSt ff w/^ 
not.Je eafy to cojnpnhendi .bow Jt ^j^uU.ba^ 
Uif^miKb Ufrfi;'iri-tk Jipojhes^^fnies ; ^J^'ihdt 




k^'W PiiiBeh 'icd^Wfmidfbpa^be^for^s 

if^-li^i, Be tdnfeqikinm 'friiy^'^ ^at w^^f/]. 

■■ ''^ Wfen I iSfw'"fficfiSbre ah iiiiktioWfl-'s^tfli*, 

^pjpkntcl ■tb'be.afe'tfttferi¥rari|er-j ifidltifettmg 
mk omjd^itT^iti'^ a-^dbfem, iiWifch^ 
^J^ ■j^&Mf^krj&ey yet ^^ttfemSi^ -if aH; 
"flife-'Mille, 'Ai rtflttdus to CSirilfiaFrity, -^h^ 
elfecotflH'l fo'halUfa%thmk'«5(f1ittti, k$\M. 
^he- v^- 'fonht liffedd in difgtiife, who Was 
"cirtc!ii% ^aH '-fepiJorkhitles 6f . prothpting -tfe 
'^iitoidff -bf VeVel^Ioti, to lay hold cto tv^ry 
'■iH^g/ 'i^Hich coflia farnifli ifiattter df ckvfl 6r 
-MWfc to ^KeMIfSdWnWge of -tfte dhrittiatt 
"''i^^iigioh r^for %hli^toeT"*vfeW' fie 'Wrote, it 
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1 : 1 3ba,¥c :£fi06> indeed ib^dii&cqii^; 1^ rhft 
k-of arkihaiadbML vecjiudiSUiit '£'<to?^^^tfc\'S 
at> fkii imagitied ^j oiM)tdtidv£or hi? 'poieuit 
vmtikgif. ^i|&;0m&ehtljr IdlAqigniflikci j^!}'1briflr 
oscgA .'flad ^ Qdl»cftK /ptocQdrs :j;:iai)d: lijxm ]si» 

ef Jdbat (fori f^.a|loCagBlIl0feto:appoar;tfae^fi^A m 
the idElfiitB^ ' tltm^ hsi btfiiiotbchg.to aSatik 
k, ^b{xt . tfte ikcftipaoiiy^iof i lib ,2Sf^;| the ifac xif 
pkyiAg an Ihypothcfis agaiiitft fa&, aod x£ 
eliidmg byia/diflimAim^Jiviia^ he cannot opy 
po& fa^r mlbiittng. : ^^t ki{mflQ2)(Js:me ftill^jto 
eoixfider, JlbGov £ich it veteran; ii^ canttaftrfyl 
and mftftcr qf the pobntfcymvif^ caQ:.l)a./6 
jf^une and futile. in the lAajCer^'and faij^udk 
(HQ|U8 and iMDCoo^ent in tltt<i]atapageinBnt.;df 
hk^t^fxient; . 

< The pfofisfiffdldefign of Jibi0^ri;/i/iai(rjafi^ 

it k (ignifiediin ;the>mqf( Tkldrpage, 19,; Ai m^ 

pi$w tbe .fre/udicis rf the Authr :rf\ tbeJb^^o^ 

B a : duSifr^ 



dk0afy Bifaktf^. ^-Bar in i; DCfixnirft of dat 
iHd^i^ fbri^ inf*^«>niiiidiftion to opifdbns 
oaraMblfy eftftblttied; and ttS^^dioSbf beUored, 
to warn people againft the Author^ s pr^udkes^ 
Aidtoactdnspciaiotffiy to imbw^ is in 

]llidf:4rt)ritnd indtidm For in die pre* 

fastcd^^ 'on Vhidfa fide caii. die weight of 
ph^udicefe be fiQipdfid tp lie ^cfttrely,: the belief 
q£ ^natbns, the atbftknoay .of. b^ > ; ' and the 
anthortty of fiftceQiGmttiries^ are the ftrongeft 
pisjudices^ whidk^taivi^difibly t« conceived, in 
fiuro^ of any^-cqi}troverted fads ; and no amtnu 
diftidh^ cat; be offiened to diem^ but under all 
iheidifadvantage:anc{ ihequality, which any in->' 
SaetKe ofr thiit ifoit can create. If oar Obfer<- 
vator^ therefore had redly defired, to have this 
qaseftion fairly^«x8inihed| it ilmild have been 
hisiirA: care; ' to. remove thefe capital fHtju- 
dke&6utof the way, or at leaft, to moderate 
the: fdrce of them, by informing his readers, 
that' if thp pmftice and escample of pail ages, 
of what duration foever, had been thought of 
wei^ enough to over-rule all other evidence ; 
BO impibvtraqnt of fcience, or reformatbn in 
Fel^Ui nor eVen Chriftianity itfelf could 
v% ,.^ I ~ . ever 
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ever have ma^c it's wajr idtg^^ ; wodd : l>iit 
inftead of: t|u|, the whde pofpofe of his book 
is^ not to i^iiK)ve> bat to Arei^then ddjirfi* 
jodices^ and; incalcafie ncvrj <)ncs ia every page^ 
againft the defign; the fiibgedy :and the vhok 
cofiipofitioa of the Iktrbdi^^ry DiJitKirJe. . 
': JEie dedarfea i^to be a work^ tf muje orj^ 
ntJicMcy io us, eitlmr m CbriJHdm; ar Prot^a$iti > 
Ig] that it advances mtbifigt&wards the. gemral 
imcbifan^ "wincb it ainfs at, but kams the ^UBfti$n 
jufi as itfiund it; [^] that it quamlswitb ih 
vMe fiream tf Gbrifiian writers, and that a 
ciuuHd man wmld not have.^iredjiicb a charge 
to the public^ without froducifig his emdence^ at 
the fame timey [t\ that tie Fatherj areJnpoff^ 
Jion, and have a right to ke^ it, tiU their titk 
be SJproKjedi [i] AH which declacationsare^ib 
many, contradidiona to his pceteace of .remov* 
ing prgudioss. For it is not^ poffiUey that A 
t^fiourfe of no f^mficancyy advancing natbi^, 
but leaving things jtf/i as it found thentiibaiM 
be capable, of infiifing any thing prejudicial to 
any'cauie whatfoever. Yet wha^ is ftill nioft 
remarkable^ fae affirms the t^ehe Jafl pages ^ it 

: 1 p 3 /« 
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M!thi bue iUdi.!wfy <x)f irttinovhgrfrepidketi \^ 

9ii^'<m'.Obiktvitaic:mm\ihoyii tfafa fiikitaijr 
method^ iiAyf\.pMM H^ i^t(^iaXfyl'.tifmd, 
0^\an 9iukK iftpiffsgimfitai (or.whsi ^adbfecf 

to ^hittl ! W|;^4:Vtlwy .ieotimin> hn AsTBii^ ilie 

'*^:t^eiit.yfiB^di^jik- J/tkiquky, ^ tin -biigiK ' 

4ieiiU$a^::€Bpti6i^ Y9t:l'£ fi^h sb .bttttikgiiD 
laotnu, dt mtauoifr'bb otofKr^iiikat, ia a.Pnv 
teftadt goUottP^ poaiptckiU}^ ;lt a^tinte, . when 
J^sipieasjK ^x'aUo\rind to. 4>e igainii]^ ^tadad .Offcta 
Job;: il : And^AsWi^^ Viuir^) ^stire I'ttaUs.itj u))o«i 
4hAifriiftift^^l^s^ 16 if ^it'iiiduaod .^wHoIb 
jsodtjr dflthehi; jt/is tlie ooiggbniiiaaionelx xtf 



&e Aotkot.'bf /that Difeourfe/ chargfts'-'tfi^ 
efergy Jn f|bnk8tl» With'p^ym^ ti gipaoet <!^ 

isrcliw; and qmoh mor^/ thf^n is piid'icritl^ 
ai^ ttho^ ft-d^ftMtpbiutli ./ yet in the pi^' 
%e %er^ 'iKferred t<^ wherp he is (peakiRg^^ 
^&mplt^^rm» €4rrifd /» a kngtb^ wbici m^ 
T^fiik aMrm^ltftriouVPr^t^afits, hci cannot bd" 
o^doiAqiMli td bi tihargiog a{iy other part, bl^- 
poi9£m| of tfap^Okrgy; hut'«)kole/tfr//m'/i^rJ)^' 
fmdert of thi frimitive MfiHJts and their tnira* 
e/Ui whoik (^^ames . he olteii mentioDS, ^nd 
^'hoft pAndpk64ie particQlady^xpofes, through* 
that iidiote iKicoiifi(b, as dangerous to thd I'rb* 
teilant caufe : which charge he win alwaysheP 
reacfy to diokegobd, againft all, who aflirt, 
aakil all f^hcr encourage and reward the Afl^t-- 
0C8 iDf fuel) princifdes. 

The ai^umetit of ihfi Introductory DIP- 
camh^ it fbmed upon a luppofition^ of' the 
(rutk tf ^e miracks' cfCbriJi and the Apo^ 
fikt^ a» \they ftahd rtcorded in the New 
Te%ment, aA<l fetft fbrtli the proper dilTintAion 
between thetjfi, v^nd thc$ miracles o£ihe fuc- 
ceding ages, in qi^i ,(p ^^ew, that whatever 
: r \ B 4 be 
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W^ fbcoefs of ttttt work, the credit of 
^e Gofpel cannot be aficAed by xu liv 
thift our Oblervator porfedly agredi with Dfi 
Mrrrr^r and exprefsjy dedaref^ m diflbmn^ 
part§ qf his hook, tbat^ if f^ fi much as mt 
truemirack ctmld hijound offer (be days ^ the 
Afqjfks^ the fwndatiMs of Chri^iaimty vmUt 
fie equally fecure. \fn\ Yet notwichftandii^ 
tl)efe declarations^ we find him perpetoally: 
infinuating, that the very attetn{>t to prove^ 
what when adiyajly prove4> he affirms, to be 
of 90 figniiicancy, is, dangerous to the Aatbo« 
rity of the Gofpel, and ibfficient to alarm all^ 
good Chriftians with the apprehcnfiohs of it's^ 
cpniequences. 

^ In the fame manner, all the other Advo*. 
cates of the priniitive miracles, in the midft 
of their zeal to afTert their authority, take care 
todiftingnifli the ApoftoUc miracles, as efta- 
bli0ied on much clearer evidence and a firmer 
foundation. Thus Dr. Berriman^ fpcaking of 
a particular miracle of the fifth Century, aflSirms, 
tbat it cannot be dijcredited^ without r^effif^g ait 
accounts oj miracles, except tbofe tf the Scrip^^ 

tares : 
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Htres : [nj intimating b^ that e!Kceiftbiiy.t2)at 
the Soripcaral miracles would tbikl, {tfaoiigH 
tli the reft were overthrowni Yer no'foan^ 
does Dr. Af—«— attempt to overdirow theni^ 
^n we hear tfaefe very meh crying cot witU 
one voice, that i&^ is owrtbrmif^ Cbfifiiami) 
ttfiff^ Md vbateoer bis intention may ie, tbM 
be uill tarry us $/cwrJe^ eitber into Popery or 
Seeffticifm. [o] Hence vet may obferve, ho# 
caffly fpleoi and prejudice can bver-mle thd 
reafon and even convidion of thefe writers^ 
and how the zeal, which they ib warmfy ^t* 
prefs in the prefent cauie^ cannot be a zeal fb^ 
the Gofpel, which they declare to be iincoh^ 
oemed in it^ but for fome particolar opinioiis 
and fyftems^ which have been engrafted upon 
It at dlA^rent times^ for the more commodious 
fupport of the interefts^ or ea(e of the lead* 
ing Churchmen. 

Again» it is affirmed in tbe JnirdduSfory 
Di/courje, ^ that the miracles of the fourth 
^ Century vere univerfaUy tbe effeSs ef firdud 
** and iwfojtiire $ which yet all the principal 

[»] See Senn. at Lady MoyePs kdurC) p. 327. 
[#] See Ddr. af Dr. C«:a'i Chfti|i, p. 4$ • 

•* Fathers 
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*^ nmde it: thftir hii6oc6> !• pf«f»g4t»» b &^ 
tf o£'c«rtskii)!rHcsr«nd doAdnes, Vhich tlvji 
V were d$fi^9 lo. 9^^W&i ;.thal ttoafidothig 
^* thie cbara^efv o£ .tb9f«\F«rhna» i( vat mit 
** £>n^ jb» tJbink». -tbift -\tb<y Jmthnr < f^i;]^ 

» ht^ifid'hyplhfit»i jor, tl th>t (boi2ld|iQt 
**'.bo.^paiit96,dt)VitsfXitA«[i^k3i&, t|iat4ih^ 
*'/v!fst9ki^ ikliided hy other people's for> 
'^^ge^> «6 tt> take them ^r red; mtmckss 
*' abd lot the Adsvoca^ of thstfe Fathers. di»^ 
•' which 1)£ theie^altematjvcis^ Uu(y,pl(U&d, it 
*} ^dqld Jbkvci :the &me fiance .tdv^ardi tvUmoQ 
*' Dr.; M-r-^.s. ptenl condofiqs,'' ti^t me 
havt na ltt§i£itni gnami to idirae uftm tbein 
attikirityt tbatwiy mirfuuhwpmars wertt£t{k* 
fifiing in the Church in that age., ...a 

Xbis ikiixrj^ tbe taie ucjeat atid ^vugftBiit. 
Lett us ^00 theQ»;J)QW!tbeOiMGBb^(ori^jC^ 
teiwd to pei|)lQ^.iti. .:}ii'.tfaB'j&.'p]^{x^ ht 'H 
fogry .with Dfl .flfr^, forchpigthg ,i^& mi^ 
racks to fr^ftl a^ j^m*., iWJm. *trSr«»%i« 
ea^ to a/cribe^ ^biipffti^ftrftili<inx<md^^W^ : 



h £H}ejy:^akvn '.inavf Im'cbeit;^ ^yr 'faei ton&k 
belienm^. iboA tbttre is *virtai: mam ^^ubH fpt 
Adrm^\f^'^J this eafy .wsy df pniting the 
q«ia&ftionv - one Would iinagit^ ithedUpBtp t6 
h^ve tomidd dddyiy on the primitive ^tetl^od of 
curing thecktxmp^ -.or tie fodb-mh. Bot^Jtv]^ 
pofitiye teftfandniBs havie beea prodoosd^ ihnn 
\ib&'mpQi vdxkrAk- df the Fathers/ dcelaFiog; 
that iiir doad bad beenraifed to Ufty ahdikt 
Uind-rs^arei '4a fight;- by Umcbing the riUpiei of 
fsksoR rattled Sahit, joc hf fending tbdr fhatbi 
onely to be toucbed by them*; will tii'diMeaf 
im ^amulet hd £iBicient to a)DCt)tt&t fiaf the :re* 
aUty tif Hfoch inas^ or. the bdief of ^that vir-r 
tiie^ \to jvi&ify the ^Megfity of £ich mttfeSesl 
bdt on this acticle he* afks/ bowDr, M^^ 
comes fokfwm^ ibdt ti>e Fathers did mt Miem 
th tmmcksy nabich tbey tbemfihes haw recar^r 
id? l^q^ Thcahfwer is obvioas, ^at this natiive 
of the .thihgs alteffed, aod the charaiflets of tlie 
ptefcma attefting muft:corividce every reasfonafak 
man; that tfa^ coiiild not believe them. And 
here it is curious . to obietve^ how the ilateiiSf 
themntiwerfyJsof afudden reverfed: for tho 

' ^ ^ Obfcr- 



13 'Rem AUKS ^« ■ ' 

ObrervfttCH*! .whdfe chief quarrel widi Dr; Af i 

is/ for his injurious opinion and treatment of 
the ancient Fathers, no^ takes the oppofite 
fide, and quarrels with him, for thinking more 
highly of them, than he himfelf does. Dr. 
M^^xi^ ccmceives fo good an opinion of their 
underftanding, as to think it impo^le, that 
they (hould not diicover the palpable forgery of 
the abfurd ftocies, which they relate; whereas 
the Obfervator takes them, to have beeh fo 
grofsly ignorant and credulous, that they might 
probably believe them. 

Since he is fb fopd then of this hypbthefis of 
their creduUty^ and thinks it, the onely way of 
iaving the more valuable charaAer of their in- 
tegrity, it will be proper to confider the 
nature and extent of it a Httle more pftcifely, 
by applying it to a particular fa€t or two, on 
which it is fuppofed to have been exercifed: 
which I (hall extrad: again from St. Jerom, as 
being of all the Ancients, the moft generally 
eft^med for his learning and judgement by the 
Divines of thcfe days. 

This Father, in his life of St^ HiJarim tb& 
Mortk^ among m^ny pther iponftroiir fbri^» 

relatesj 
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rentes ; ^^ how that hqty man happening to 
*^ travel; into Dalmatian yfrzM there prcfently^ 
*^ informed, that a ternUe Dragon was. laying 
** vft^c the wbo}6 province of fo enormous 
'^ a 42e and ftrength, that he coild hck 
f* j;ip in|9 hfs mouthy by the^ force of his 
^' breathy whole o^en and (hfcp^ tog^her with 
^' the herdfmen aUb and ihepherds, and fwal* 
'* low them down at once. -Hi/d^im therefere^ 
f* being implored by the inhabitants of the 
^' country, to deliver them from this monfter,, 
*' ordered, a pile of wood to be prepared^ and 
^^ having put up his prayers to Chrift, called 
y out the Dragpn and commanded it to afcend 
^Vthe pile, which being done accordingly, he 
^ kt fire to the wood, and fo the beaft was 
*^ burnt alivei in the fight of all the people [r]. 

The iame Father, in his Life al£> of an 
Hermit, named Paul, , tells this flory, '* that 
^^ when St. Antmf, another Hermit, was tra- 
*' veiling ^ through the de&rts of Egypt, to feek 
y out Paul, whom he was ordered to vifit by 
^^ a divine revelation^ he met with it Centaur 

upon the road, and being amassed at the 

£r] Hkioa. Op. Tom* 4« psr* s, ]p. S7« 

*^ figure 
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^' figttit' ibf Jro'flfin^6 it erettture; Ul^d.hanng 
** ai-mdl ^iimrelf'^^itb-ihe fi^©f tlwCro^^^ 
'* he' demanded 't»f-<1ie Itefcft, ih what part of 
"^^ (hie defett, the- Sbrvarifof G<id tefided : to 
•* '^hfch the 'C«A»ttr tinadis^fodJtJ iaiKWtr, in 
«* 'a'ftrangfr and hdrrible toAe-^ VbkJe, %n'd 
** With'geftnres o^ gititcivility," • poihted bUt 
•* ihe-wajr to linA iat the- faihe tkao, by 
«* AfctcJFiing <mt W^^ht hand, andthdiran 
'•'^fvifftfy iiway." Upon which,' Jn-oHf leaves 
it as a "pfotictaijtd tliA coiifideMitid(» ^ -the 
j-eadei';- • ' WBeBer' ibf'S^if hffimeS mi fl^pe, 
to it^i0>ifht half man;, or ihk DiJh^SyfrUi^tl 
vfmhJI'erSy froditced tbaijj^des it^-^^iAimU. 
3But'bethat as itwJlI, "^/iftwj^'hskl' Hot gone 
** 'nikny' fteps^fkrfeer, > wondering wi^in lani- 
« i(el^;'' at-whtot hfc-'hiid jiift feehi b«foi«e h6 
•* eQiiey' a5tff^^ppi^cfcingtow4iids him, or 
^* a little, man," \vitii-Goat*» fetftj * .crooked 
■»• nofe^ 'land 'j^ fbttlhead armed With hdrns; 
"^ Wlioj' in tdfefeft (^ bcaoe, offered him the 
^* fhift^oJ" the paftn trtej aiid bemg aflted pre^ 
'**; ifenillv^ hf :^ritony, 'Whrtt he was, ^Ave -thl's 
'** anifwer j I iam a tirt>rtal, and bne of thofe 
*' inhabitants "ttfihfe fhfdrt,wli<att clieHitliided 
~ • ' I " Gentiles 



^ OentUesitroBthip/uiiderUU^ 
*,^ Sbifjfrs ^ ihci&f; and ala^iiJlw.depifAsd^.ais 
^'. an *EcnblifffiKlor from pur VHadd tribe^ tob^ 
*^ yoor pnqr^s ioidiiitarc^flitirb for us; io Mt 
^^ coftoi<bn^Lord.andmkft6r/wliom ifve kn 
^ to iupie;bc6ik Ifeiit fdr the' falvltioii 4^f tiui 
V : whoie world*'— w to whk:h:ftary ^fr^wadds 
thtk reMdc :;. '^ -that ho iiwni oiced ^to be km^ 
^* pidousi ^bont tfap tifatb/df it, bctauie dt:inr^s 
^^ cofifirmcd io tSie whole* worlds in the time 
^^ > of Coji^Min^ when a littfe xnan^ of the 
^^ fanie \^)ec]^s^ waftJi^rpag^talwe:to j/U^Mi^ 
^^ ikia, aitd icfibrded a remadcaUe fpodacle t0 
*^ the wMe .people {^y- 

Now it IS allowed by all, thsLtSt. Jtrom. was 
a man of ^reat parti and knowledge: Dr. 
CbapmandociavcSy that be unJerJiood . tbe vatun 
tf piety and fr^rJHtion^ as 'well as any ^mak 
ihing: and were be mm alive^ ^muld.Jom^A 
ju/iice to bim^f and bis breibren by bis patf ditd 
ii^ bis^revilerf into a little more gravity' ami 
civility [t]. If theo^ notwitbftanding. the 
aiithoriiy bf fo great a man^ Dn i{f--7?fildB 

CO Ibid. p. 70, 71. [/] See Mifcell. Trtia«,p.ir)fef. 

wiaiw.of,ia»ciMiBe,p,|i. . - ;.; v.:.7 

himfelf 
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himSsM convinced' from the yttry natare of 
thcie HorieSi tfa»t diey are all utterly fabulous, 
he mbft be. thought to judge reafonably, in 
believing, that St. yerom^ (the fuperiori^ of 
whofe judgement, and learning he freely ac« 
knowledges) could not fail of bemg convinced 
of it too. But. if our Obfervator has any 
feruples ftill on this head, and will infift, that 
Jerom might anally believe them 1 1 am con* 
tent to debate, the matter with him on his own 
terms, apd refer the whole quxftion to this 
0ngle iiTute ; wbetker men Jo grojsfy creduhus and 
Juperfiitious can he authentic mtnejffes of mira* 
cks^ which tend to confirm their particular in^ 
terefis^ or prejiukcesy or favorite opinions f 
. In the mean while, I find it neceflary, to 
take notice of a diftindtion or two, of which 
lie makes great uie, and in vriiich his chief 
ftsength lies ; for unlefs we can clear ourfelves 
of theie, we may fpare the pai^s of diiputing 
with him, fince by their help, he can evade 
the conclufion, though he allows all the pre* 
toiksi For exaoiple, it is affirmed in the Ih^ 
frofbiffpry Difcourfe, that the Fathers tbemfehxes^ 
yoben they are dijpofed to Jpeak truth,, have not 

fcrupkd 



Jcrupled to cGffefi^ that tniracJes nvere a^uallf 
ceafed in the fourth Century^ becaufe the Qmrch 
Jhod no longer in need of tbem [«]. The Ob* 
iervator bimfelf allows, that there ^are many 
Jkch pajfages in tbofe Fathers [a;]. Yet tl^ fame 
Fathers, on other occafions, confidently affirm; 
and fometiines,. from thsir own knowledge, 
that perpetual miracles were ftill wrought in the 
fame age?, by reliques^ facred oil^ holy water ^ the 
Jign (f the Crofsy and the facramental breads 
Now from pailages, fo feemingly oppofite and 
contradictory, a plain man would naturally 
conclude, that thofe Fathers .were inconfiftent 
with themfel^es, and telling us confequently 
what was falfe, either on the one fide, or the 
other^. But fuch an imagination muft not be 
entertained, it fecms, of perfons fo holy and 
venerable ; who were t(^ goody as Dr. Chapman 
declares, to offer at any quirh or illufions \y\ : 
of which, this Obfervator will prefently con- 
vince us, and folve the difficulty. Fot having 
diicovered, that the miracles, which are re- 
corded by St. Aujiih^ are all faid to have beeti 

[«] See Difc. p. stf. [*] Ob&rv. p. 9. Sec note, 

C>] Mifcel. Tradii p. a6. 
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WfOogtit, not iy tbe< miniftry rf Iking «wj^ 

edctraordinarily apfomted^ a$ inibej^/iks dayf^ 

hut either by the Sacraments^ .^by prayer^ or 

the memmes of the Martyrs^ he makts this »• 

flc<ak)D upon it^ t^t " if the Author of thcj 

*• IfitroduSlory I^fcourfe would have under* 

'< flood thofe pafTa^ of the Father^ at they 

^* ought to be underftood, with this diftiuc*-* 

^< tion, he would have fpared his. divnannerly 

*^ refletaion. Becaiife it might be true, that 

*' miracki were then wrdugbt by. the Sacraments, 

^* though it was not true, that any were tbM 

" wrought by the mimfiry (f living men, as in 

M the Jays of the Apojlks [z]:' 

Thefe polemic Writers, if ^hey can ferve a 

{K-efent turn, and get rid of fbme bcidental 

difficulty in a debate, by any quibble of this 

fort, ieklom look forward, or conAder^ what 

qffcd it may have on the main quaeftion, oc 

on Cbriftianity itfelf. The preient diftindion 

ferves to clear the Fathers from thechaigeof 

incenfiflency ; and fo far it will b^ applauded 

by all the admirers of primitive antiquity i but 

it h»9 not yet ^9^ half it's work ; for unjiefs 

[x] Obienr. p. 9. 4Qt8. ■ 
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the vpsSoj^ ^gwd by thofe Fath«-s^ for tie 
^^^m of mMclfs^ cm b$ diAin^ifl^cd^ alTo 
ftway, tkf^i irmft be under^iowi to be %qftfcmg 
^ 4i;i. ufth$rfi^ ciffation^ bec^ufe^ the Churchy 
^^ tj>Ry tell iw, Ji^odi no longer in need of them 
But here indeed, our Obfervator's difl:i;i<£Uoa 
wijl dp moA; notaUe fervlc^ : for though the 
|C^Qi;i of tbi9 Go%eI, aft^< it h^d gained' an 
eftabl^UMnt in, the world, flood no longer 
W nqedr of ip^ir^cles^ wrought ^ the minifiry 
of living min^ as in the day« of the Apoftlcs, 
^hich wer^ neccfl^ry opely, to the firft planta^ 
^ipiii^ of )X,y y^ the new nf^ and dodtriMs 
fpgra^d ^pOI^ th2^)t ^fpeUnUgion^ with regard 
tp the .^aoraf'^enti^ the reliques, of Saints^ and 
Aftwjfy, &c. required new miracks of a different 
i^ii)d». t)o f^cilit^te the eftablifhment alfo of 
thefe : and iitK:e living m^ were no longer 
implied wi^ tho^,ext?aordiiMirjj gifts, the iia- 
9^iii9a(e ^rt t^ ihl^ creAtiqjR W4s now called up 
ift j^(^ni«9t ^inft th& tonit$n>aer$ of thej^ 
titps J. aivl* ttiQ r^i?/i hones and duft of the Mar^ 
tyrs I ox a rag of their old ckatbs ; a ^o^ qf 
ivafer^ c^ oil-, 4 ^tf of bread^i the chip of an old 
Cr^h. or iM figu^ ^ 4 ne%^ one \ in. flM»t, 

C 2 every 
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every thing, \^bich had been touched by a 
Saint, or confecrated by a Prieft, began to work 
miracles, and continues to do fo, in the £ime 
manner, from that time to this, through 
four parts in five, of the whole Chriftian 
World. 

Thus we fee, what clear work our Obferva- 
tor's didin^ftion would make in the prefeht 
quaeftion. But there is one unhappy circum- 
ftance belonging to it, which he is not per- 
haps aware of, or willing at leaft to conceal, 
that it is contrary to fad, arid the teftimony of 
thofe very Fathers, in whofe defence he now 
urgQS it. For though they fpeak much more 
frequently of miracles wrought by reHgues, 
-and the Sacf^amenfs, &c. than of any other 
kind, yet they fpeak like wife of feveral, which 
they atleft to be wrought by holy Monks, then 
iiving ; by the credit of which, they chiefly 
eftabliChed the Monki(h order, though vile and 
contemptible in the judgement of the wifer 
and better fort, of the Chriftian laity in thofe 
very days. 

^ Again, Dr. M— — ^ lays it down for a 
^maxim, in the IntroduSiory Difcourfey that 

nvbenever 
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^eneverany facred rite becomes the injirufnent 
ef real miracksy we ought to confider that ritey 
as confirmed by divine approbation^ : whence he 
infers, that if we admit the miracles of the 
fourth Century y we mufi admit the riteSy which 
thofe miracles confirmedy and thofe Fathers prac-* 
tifed. But here again, the Obfervator flops us 
£h6rt with a diAindtion, without which, ho 
lays, that reafoning cannot be true [[^jj. The 
difUn£i:ion is this ; " that miracles wrought 
by the reliques of the Martyrs, or by the 
Sacraments, or by holy MonkSy cannot rea«- 
fonabiy be interpreted to authorife any 
fuperftitious pradice or dodrine, which 
prevailed in thofe times, with regard to 
reUqueSy of the Sacrament y or Monkery y un- 
** lefs there be fome circumftance in them, 
^' which fpecifies fuch an interpretation 5 for 
^' otherwife they mufl: be underftood oriely, 
** to confirm that religion of the Gofpel, for 
*' which thofe Martyrs died, and which thofe 
** Monks profefled." Jn the fupport of which 
diftindion, he fpends two or three pages, 
with fome little fubtilty and refinement, but 

ftf] Obferv. p. 8, 10. 
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not a grain X)f knk in tbem « 'ftad >&rviibi^ 
onely to illttfirate hk tiwn igndmnce df the 
timos, and the fuisjedt too, of Vi^h ho h 
talking. 

Far inftance ; it was the principal devdtkm 
of tbevfburth Gentory, in all cafes of itckfida 
or diftrcfe, to fiy 1o the iomhs cf ibe Martyr^ % 
grounded on a general .perfii^on, that i)y 
prdlratibg themfeWes before their nliqttet^ wd 
facially by toucbir^ tbdm^ they ihouild find 
prefent care and relief : and gre^t tnunbers aM 
eifirnwd by the Fathers, to have been coxtA in 
this manner of ail forts of difeiaies^ at«l &vttra!, . 
to iave been raifed^ even from the jkad^ Not* 
let bim diftingttiih here, as much at he f^fes; 
it is certain, from the experienoe dP all ages^ 
that the attefbition and belief of £icfa natacu^ 
lous cures never had any other effciQ:^ or werft 
underflood to have any other meaning, th^ 
to imprint ^n opinion erf n ^vine virtue « th 
reUques^ and confeqoently, to autbolife the wof-^ 
jHp^ which was paid to them $ wlsk3[i be^aA 
to be paid, from the very moment, in which 
itity ^rft b^n to W0tk tavi^b^^ aivi wns 
foon carried to that extr^fagaace, with which 

w« 
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liie fte it p^aftifed at tliia day, in the Church 

of fto^mc. : 

The Obfed/tttor however infifts, that if God 
tbmksfity t0 wtri a cure by dead metis bones^ it wilt 
Mfollmi^ that dead men, er ibeir bones wgbtto be 
v&rjhifped [1^]. But the fad is» that the wcr*-' 
flup Qf theai did immediately follow, and has 
(ver fioce followed, and mud: for ever follow 
th4 belief ef foch ciires, to the utter confuta-^ 
ti6n of h^ filly hypothefis. For in order to 
defend the authority of the Fathers, he lirft 
fuppofes it tme, that miracles were leally 
w;roi%ht k^ dead metis bones ^ and then, in 
cOntradidtion to their authority, is forced to 
deny the ix& aftd end, for which the fame 
Fathers dedare them to have been wrought^ 
aad which, by the credit of thoie pn^nd^d 
tnicades, gained an eftablHhment through tho 
whole Chriftiaa world : whereas the end, fo^ 
which th^y were wrought, and the ef&d, 
whoch they have conftai^tly produced, ought to * 
have convUteed him^ and every other Prote* 
ihuit, that they were all Odere fii^ons. 

^j] Obfenr.p. 10. 
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For it is certain, though he docs not feem to 
know it, that all the miracles of this kind, were 
fufpeacd and contemned, from the very begin- 
ning, by the more difaeet and honeft part of 
the Clergy, who argaed, '* that figns and 
*' wonders were proper indeed, for the con- 
^* verfion of Heathens and unbelievers, who& 
** prejudices were too ftrong, to be over-ruled 
'' by the cool arguments of reafon ; but that 
*^ miracles wrought by reliques^ within the 
** Church and among the faithfoU, were of no 
^' ufe to the advancement of the Gofpel, but 
^^ tended to corrapt and debafe it, by the intro- 
^* dudtion of paganifli fuperftitions into the 
^* Chriftianworfliip."[r] Which controverfy 
began with the firft relique-worfliip of tbofe 
primitive ages, in the fame manner, as it is car- 
ried on at this day between the Proteftants and 
Papifts, yet the Ot^rvator fuppoies, that God 
might be working miracles all the while, by 
dead men's bones, without intending, that they 
(hould give any fandion to a fuperftitions wor-* 
fhip, intirely grounded upon the belief, that his 
approbation wasiignified by thofe very miracles. 
[c] Vid.Hicron^Op. T.4, par, a. p.a8jt 



ObservatiohsV ^c. i$ 
But he obferves, " that the Authol* of the 
^* hitrodu^ory Difcmrje^ would have had a hct-^ 
^^ ter pretence for aiTerting, that wq muft either 
«* accept the doftrines, or rejed the miracles o| 
<^ diofe ages, if he could produce any Monk 
** or other perfon, who appealed cxprefsly to 
f^ miracle^^ in confirmation of an ufage, not 
*' warranted by Scripture, arid to be received as 
*^ of divine appointment/- [i] If he had beea 
ftcquainted with Ecclefiaftic Antiquity, he could 
•not be at a lofs for examples of that fort ; the 
very Difcourfey which he pretends to confiite^ 
afibrds a remarkable one, in the controverfy 
between VigilantiuSj who protefted againft the 
religious honors paid to the bones and dufi of the 
Martyrs^ and 5/. Jeremy who defended them: 
<infijoir me^ fays Jerom^ bow it comes to pafs^ that 
in this vile duft and ajhes^ there is fo great a ma^ 
Tiifejiatim of Jigns and wonders -[e] For what 
is this, but a dired appeal to a divine interpo* 
:fition, in favor of that relique-worjhip^ whicb 
the primitive Proteftant was condemning, and 
the ^r//«/ftw Ftf//&^r defending ?. 
*' r f^Obf. p.9. W Hicron* ibid^ 

Having 
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.Having now ciiteitained os widb ail the Qttle 
cMrils, which occurred to him oto tlxk ardcfe^ bt 
prooedes to cMfirm them, by tfaft otttfaoriqr of 
Dr.Cidget, wbofe determinatim^ ashecaibit; 
m this nxry argument^ he !has ttanfcribed at 
length in two paragraphs. And Ipft we iboold 
wonder, why the opinion of chat ingeniod^ 
writer fiiould be introduced mder the pompodt 
title^ <3f a determination^ he refers as, for «he 
ita(bn of it, to the bottom of the page {/] { 
where we are told, that he was (mce iheFrea^her 
rf Ural's Imty as if nothing but what is dect^ 
five could be delivered from that pulpk. 

Let us lee then, what it is, that Dr.Clageft 
Imi determined Km this qua^ftion.* He dedaitt 
in the lirft place, that the fmracks cf the 4tb 
imtury are urged by the 'Rxmanifts^ as an tnvm^ 
tihk argument, of Gods affrwing the honor 
given to the Saints and relijues tf that age. Bvit 
yfhtfk he attempts to con£ite that iavmdbfe 
Aliment) upon the common hypothefis, of the 
Iruthof thofe mimcles, he does nothing ttxcm^ 
than what our OMervator has been doiog> and 
all other! Aiuft do ia the famef ^ tcifie, and 

If} Obfcnr. p, xiih. 
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jflbuffle^ and labor for pidfisNi tHftin^io^ v/hadi 
iKOspf A CGpiftiobfiiefs of ading againft hife 
jodgemcQit) i»d oUige iiim after all, to fignify^ 
tibst bs did hotlxdieve th^ ixuracles to fse tnia 
^t vrhstt it txiofc remarkable; in the fitigb 
}M£lge of thetwo:panagrapfafi) here fecanicribed, 
in tirbieb £)r. Qaget Gan befaidiA^ iktBrmine 
atiy Hiihig ;at aii, be detirmbm io fwor of Df. 
^^s «rgome0t, and declares tbe iiaie opt- 
nodii, trlidi fefped to the primitive mintcleis, 
^bick 16 declared in tbe htroduSory Difcwrp^ 
«i <it 48 esspusfied by bim in the &Uowing 
words; Jbdif i fhmld fay^ that tbey^ nvh4:m 
Tie matsiit'witb'tbeoldridipm^ [pf the Jariptures^ 

^ tbe Jmftures% ifiouU Ji^ m iothr dfiftg^ 
4me'wbat 1 40uld fi^ify [f ]• 

B»t Hr. Gkget,: as the Obfcrvator teUs ni^ 
iMpttaes tbe fdfe mmcks if tie 4/6 xaibtry fo 
'4^ffUkslkyi[i] wbei»M5 Dr^Jli^-ii charg^s^tiv^ 
pimi ^ni imfofture^ yrt fimetium^ ^hen ie is 
in iiftermml, 4^bi$tbtm^lJiHmf^M ctada^ 
-iity^ WkshCt be takes Axafion to cenfifrebiitt^ 
fir taSdnginemJi/hialy^ ^ndM^f^ndm^mi^^ 

rying 
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tying bis charge^ as bis bummr varies^ [i] Whicti 
filly blunder rans thro' his whole pcrformancse, 
and (hews how little he has thoi^ht upon his 
fiibjed, iince this obvious refie£H6n has never 
once occurred to him, ^^ that where-ever falie 
^^ miracles have obtabed a general credit, there 
^^ fraud and credulity muft both have been 
^'jointly employed in producing that efied; 
^^ fraud in the contrivance, and credulity in the 
^' reception of them ; and if either of the{e can ' 
^' be jufily charged upon the Fathers, that it 
^' will have the fame force, with reipeA to the 
•'aipimcntof Otxt Introductory Difcmrfey 

There is one method oi reafoqing, peculiar 
to this Obfervator, and which I have rarely met 
with any where elfe; that in the vrant of ar- 
guments, he can form them at pkafure, even 
from his own ignorance; the inftances of' 
which, he frequently urges, as fo many obr 
jeSions to the MroduSory Difcmrfe. Icanmt 
fie this ; do not under/land that ; am. mt fatisfed^ 
that bis account is fairy know no fuch thing*, 
think the Gentliman nnftakm ; are common ob- 
j^Uons with him. \k\ And tho' ip other wri- 

tcr^ 
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ters/ a corifcffion of igndrance generally carries 
feme appearance of modefty, yet in this, it 
feems to flow from that fort of pride, which 
cannot allow any man, to know more of any 
fubjed than himfelf, or any thing to be tme, of 
which he can be ignorarit. 
' He fays, **'that he knows no book, not 
" Canonical^ which paffed upon all the Fa- 
*^ thers, as genuin and divine, thro' feveral fuc- 
^^ cedive ages*: nor does it follow, that becaufi: 
•* fome Fathers cited fpuridus pieces, therefore 
** they were held in the fame rank with the 
" fcriptures/' [ /] To which it will be a fuffl- 
cient anfwer for the prefent, that, in the age 
immediate^ fucceding to that of the Apoflles^ 
certain writings were forged by fome of the 
ableft and moji learned of the Cbrifiians, under the 
title of Sibylline books or oracks^ which were 
falfely. afcribed to the ancient Sibyl, and pre- 
tended to foretell and delcribe prophetically, all 
the principal a£t:s and circumftances of our Sa- 
viour's life. Which books were cited by all the 
Fathers, and in all ages, from Ju/in Martyrs 
time down to the Reformation, as genuin^ and 

in^ire^ 



ioipired hy God, in the fatDC tmnoet, as tit 
fropbetk iooks oftke-01i^efiament\ aodpartit* 
^^rljr, in the ad cei^aiy, that QUmem (^ Aht^ 
0nd^ia^ one o( ^% ni»oft learned and critical oC 
aU Uie FatherSi appesUs. ta their authority as di-* 
vine, and confirms it- l^y the- earprei^ tpftianot* 
IMW of % PfUrj^,^. fiaut^ whicU ht dn«ws 
lik^wift^ hom qert^ ^urvMS, books,, which 
vt^ic cviffent iq thatfg^, and . believed. ta be tha 
flfm»'wMnf^ <tf tl^^ ApoiUes. 
' Sttt here agfun^' he ^Ujo ws| ip qnq (^ his, p«0* 
sli{igrq»agftipns,t ^d afks^ *' frhat does the 
** ao^or ^ />&; Pfjl^urfiiknoyir of the abilities 
;<* learning, or' religion qF i^oie primitive forr 
V gers oif booksx whtxnv he calls. the abfefl; aQ4 
.<«..inQft learned of tl^ Chriftians?" fwi] T9 
pdbich { JiQ^y raadily anfwer, tbtat he knows 
o^iflffWere, than what every- n^an of ienfc 
I9ay k^ow, as w4} as he, from tho very na- 
mr?. <tf the tMnjti th*t books,, wwtten upon 
tkf g^nt. and for t^e; deifence^ of the Golpel, 
fttll'^C pi^ity aii^ Chriftian pi^nci^des^ at a 
tiaEi^,,.iKh6n thart^ligioip w?s perfqcuted by all 
Ikfi ffium* m <»rtha mo^ n«e;ds have, been 

[4i3.?.aa. 
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^ritMn by Chrii^^i^i^s i and bekig fa ar^yty 
written^ aad fQ highly eftecmed, as to pa& 
upon the, iw>ft )9dicioQS, for dfiviae or apoftoUf: 
Ci^pofitAons^ they nttuft baye been wrhteiii alS:^ 
by the nhkft and mft learned c^ the Cbciftkn^ 
at a tii»e, when thp whole body of thete ww 
gencraUy t^piimch'd for tiheir.rullicaty >nd wane 
of learning, 

, He cood«feends indeed to grant, tbo* wkfe 
fome caution^ and for ^irgHmatf's Jaie^ as hp 
lays, 4haf the Fathers ma^ ufe^ botbt^^umi^ 
Jrooksy and f(^ged miracles, i from which he 
draws this infcren<;ej ^"i that as together wit|i 
^^ thofe fpurioiis books, they ufed foone, which 
** were genwin, fo it is natural to fuppbft, that 
«' among tbctk falfe miracles there taight be 
^* fame aifo, which were real : and then ajOb^ 
*^ how thia CAQ help to fupport the gc(ner$^ 
^^ concltifioi^, that no miracles ^mre wr^gbt. m 
•* fhoji agefy[n] But from a joint ufe of j^ih 
r/V»i W gemin kokf, Xq ipfer a joint uii^alfQ of 
^riwi mdgemin mrofh^ is weak and jUU- 
cious^ hec^aufe there is no analogy hetweea the 
two ca&s : for the ufe c^ hooks, wbotber fp^H 

I rious 
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irioui^ iDr gftnuin, depends intirely on mani 
t^hei^as in the ufe of miracles, as far as any of 
them are true, God himfelf muft alfo be con- 
cerned. When the leaders therefore of a Churchy 
either thro' craft or credulity, are impofing falfe 
miracles upon the people ; to fuppoie, that God 
would become a party, and throw in a trae 
miracle now and then, to give them credit, is 
not onely an abfurd, but impious iiippoiition. 
But (hbuld I allow, that the detection of fpu- 
ritkis books and falfe miracles, does not neceA* 
ftt'ily prove, that there were no trae miracles in 
the fame age, and wilt not confequently fupport 
Dr. M-^'s gederal conclufion i yet (he Obfervk- 
W's quasftion is certainly impertinent, becauie 
he might have feen, from the Introdu&^ry Dif- 
iourje^ l\\2X the proof of thofe forgeries was 
not intended, to fupport that conchifion^ but onely 
to ftrengthen the probability of it, in concert 
-with 20 others, which more direftly confirm it* 
The whole purpofe, for which it is urged, is 
•granted by himfelf, and muft be albwed by 
every body elfe, that thofe, who Jorged booh^ 
•would, for the feme caufe, forge miracles too, if 
there was an occafion ior themj and that the 
I frequent 
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frequent ufe of fuch forgeries, which is allowed 
to have been made by the principal Fathers^ 
mud increafe the fufpicion, that all the mira* 
cles, which they atteft, were of the fame kind. 

Among many other cenfures.upon the Au- 
thor oif tbe IntreduSloKy Difcourfe^ he charges 
him^ ^' with ading difingenuoufly^ in publish- 
" ing it, without fending his larger work abroad^ 
*^ at the fame time^ and fcattering his iiirmifes^ 
** before the evidence is hwrd» Which has the 
** iappcarance, he fays, of an experiment ra- 
•* ther, to try the fenfe of the public, than of 
" confidence in the jufticc of his caufe."[^] 
And here indeed, I readily agree with him, that^ 
by the fcparate publication of that Difccurje^ 
the Author of It feems to intimate fome diftruft 
of himfelf, and a temper totally diSerent from 
that confidence, with which the Obfervator 
ruflies into a contrpverfy, .without any prcviout 
acquaintance with it : who yet in this very 
caufe, and before the evidence, as he complains^ 
is heard, makes no fcruple to pronounce fen- 
tence, and like a worthy Ecclcfiaftic Judge, to 
difmifs it at once, as frivojovis and vexatious. 
[p\ Ob&rv. p.24« 
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But whatever judgement he may think fit 
to declare on the fubjed of the IntroduSiory 
Difcourfe^ Dr. iW— « knows it to be important, 
and treats it as fuch ^ yet is fenfible, that he 
ftands fingle in the defence of it, and aware of 
the cenfurcs, which it may draw upon him 
from the bigotted, the interefted and the am- 
bitious part of the Clergy; from fome, who 
poffefs the chief preferments of the Church, 
and from all the numerous tribe, who court 
them. He remembers, what clamors and inju- 
rious fufpicions, the freedom of his writings has 
- formerly drawn upon him from that feme ibrt 
of men; who treat him as an enemy, not 
onely to theprefenteftablKhment of our Church, 
but to religion itfclf : yet confcious of his in- 
tegrity, and that his principles tend to fix them 
both on a more fecure foundation, he writes 
with no other view, than to unite all iteafbnablc 
Proteftants the more firmly in their defence ; 
and to guard our people, as well from P^Jb 
Japerftition^^^fanaticalentbufiafm\ both of them 
equally dangerous to the peace of tbefe King- 
doms, and bodi making advances upon us at 
this very time Tr^m dldek^t quarters indeed. 
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and parties of men, but from jlje fame fQurcc 
and pattern of primitive antiquity. 

In thefe circumflances, perfuaded> that 1^ 
. was doing fervice, yet decried, as if he were 
doing mifchicf to Chriftianity, how could he 
aft with more candor pr deference to the public 
aqthority, than by fending his fdieme abroad in 
this plain and naked form j that if any one of 
'fuperior judgement and knowledge of Anti- 
quity, fbould happen to convince him, either of 
the falfehood or iniquity of it^ he might witb-^ 
draw it in time, before he had engaged himfelf 
tQO forwardly in it^ or warmed hiaifelf and his 
readers too much^ to judge impartially of the 
partipilar prpofs, which may be alledged ia 
coafirmatipn pf it. J^ut if it be fpynd aftpr 
9]!, to CQi>jtain oothing either falfe or iniquitous, 
fipr to threaten .any hurt to any thing, but to 
groundliefs fyfteros, and .fu|)erilitipus opinions, 
whkh have no other claiRi to be retained, but 
that they have loog been eftabli(hed, and are p£ 
no other ufe, but to 4ull us on in a ilothfull ig« 
C^oranoe and in^plicit ccedulity, or to gratify 
I the iudoleuce of fome leading Churchnpieo, who 

I' thiAk, that nothing can want a change, which 
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Contributes to their repofe. If this, 1 fay, 
(hould be the cafe, and no material objcdtion 
be offered, but that perpetual obftacle of all re- 
formation, an affeSled dread of improbable con-- 
fequenceSy and the danger of difturbing fettle-' 
mentSy he will not be driven by any difcouragc- 
ment, which he may meet with, from purfuing 
his deftined tafk of publifliing his free thoughts 
on all quasilions, and efpecially on thofe which 
relate to religion, as far as he believes them to 
. be true, ^nd of benefit alfo to the public. 

But to return to our Obfervator, who begs 
our patience for one word more, concerning the 
' connexion between the argument of the Intro- 
duSlory Difcourfe^ and our controverfy with 
the Church of Rome : with refpedt to which, it 
is affirmed in that Difcourfe, that by admitting 
the miracles of the primitive ages^ we Jhall be 
' entangled in a feries of dijiculties^ whence we can 
never fairly extricate ourfelves^ without allowing 
the fame miraculous powers even to the prefent 
age. Here again he aflcs, what are thefe diffi- 
culties which the Gentleman is fo afraid of? 
declares, that he fees none; and that we may 
' furelybe jujlified in admitting the miracles of the 

2d 
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2J and ^d centuries^ without being obliged to re- 
ceive the Popijh legends. [^] But by what prin« 
ciple or diftinftion may we be fo fure of it ? 
For even his polemic genius has not been able 
to fugged any: and it is certain, that every 
other Proteftant, who has taken the moft 
pains, towards fearching this matter to the bot-^ 
torn, has found thofe pains perpetually fruftra- 
ted by infuperable difficulties. In condefcenfion 
therefore to his confeflcd ignorance, I (hall en- 
deavour to lay the quaeftion before him in fuch 
a light, as may inable him to fee fome of it's 
difficulties, if his blindnefs be not incurable. 

It is allowcld by all Chriftians, that the mira- 
culous gifts, which are mentioned in theGofpel, 
continued in the Church, thro' the Apoftolic 
age : and it is affirmed by . tlie Fathers and 
Church-Hiftorians, that they fubfifted flill in 
the fkoie manner, after the days of the Apo- 
ftlcs, and were openly exerted in every fucced- 
ing 9ge» down even to the prefent: which is 
now the prevailing opinion, in much the greateft 
part of the Chriftian world i and the chief ar- 
gument, by which the fuperfiitious rites and 
[^]Qbf. p.a6. 
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doBrines of the Romijh Churdb arc at this (Jay 
fypportcd. 

The Protcftants on the other hand, iii toti- 
tradition to the Romanifts, univcrfally affirm, 
that the miratulous gifis of the Apoftolic dayi bofbe 
long fince utterly ceafed in the Chriftian Chilrch,' 
but cannot agree among themfelves, about thd 
time, when the ceifation of them commenced, 
nor have been able to affign any probable crite- 
rion, by which we may declare thett^ tb havd 
proceded thus far, and no farther : yet the Ob- 
fervator fees.no difficulty in the cafe, and cannot 
conceive wherein it lies. 

Many of thfe Proteftants indeed, as it Is faid 
in the tntrodugiory Difcourfe, take thfc coftVerfioil 
of the Roman Enipire to have been thfe ifcfa, irt 
Virhich true miracles ceafed. But this is i ftiterft 
arbitrary hypothefis, grounded neither oft tti- 
ftory, nor any folid reafon ; becaufe mirattes 
are faid to have been wrought ftiu, aftSf that pe- 
riod, as freely as before it, and in fofti* caibs 
atteftdd by the larije witness; who, by 'this 
hypothefis, muft be held worthy of all ctfedlt 
before that revolutibn^ yet unworthy b? tihy, 
immediately after il. Biit ^at is ftill of more 

diiBBcuit 
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difficult dig^ftbn; thi$ f^mt bypothefis, if ad- 
mitted to be trap, gives the lie at onoe to all 
the illuftrious Fathers of the 4th Century, St. 
^fnpbottius. Si. BafiU St. Atbanafius^ St. Je-^ 
rom^ St. Ambrofcy St. Cbryfojiom^ St. Aujtin^ 
&c. pprfpns the mod highly reverenced and 
S^ted by the Catholic Church, for their piety, 
probity, zeal, and fprvices to the Chriftian re- 
lijgbn: who have all ieverally recorded and af- 
£irpi^ great numbers of miracles, to have beea 
VT^rpught in their times, many years after the 
9pnveriion of the Roman Empire. 

If we trace the fuccefiion of miracles ilijl 
Ipw^i we fhall find Dr. Chapman defending 
l(Qfne even of the 5th century ; the moft esc- 
trayagaat pqrhaps^ that any hiftory has re* 
cprdcd; yet declaring, that we cannot reje^ 
them^ mthout fi>aking the fredit of all human 
tgftimonyy and bdieving nothing but what we fi$ 
ond feel and know ourfeh)es.\^ And his fel- 
low-laborer, Pr, Berriman^ makes the iame de- 
claration, in favor of another miracle, in the 
end of the famp century, iMeb cannot be dij^^ 
credited^ he fays, withqut JhaAwg the faith ^ 
[;] Mifcel. Tracts, f.167. 
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Biftory^ and rejeBing all accounts vf miracles^ 
htfides thofe of the Scriptures. |]r] 

Thus according to the judgement of thefe 
two Protcflant Divines, diftinguifhed by their 
eminent zeal for primitive antiquity, miracles 
were ftill fubfifting in the Church, even after it 
was plunged into the depths of Popery; yet 
our Obfervator fees no difficulty. He will fay 
perhaps, that wherever we find any fuperftitious 
rites eftablifhcd, or incredible fa<Ss affirmed, by 
a pretence of miracles, there we otight to di- 
ftingujfh and rejcd fuch miracles. But this is 
to beg the quaeftion, not to prove it 3 and is too 
precarious a waj^ of reafoning to give any fa- 
tisfadtion; becaufe what feems incredible to 
one, may fcem credible to another; and Dri 
Berriman, Ipeaking of the miracles of the 6tB 
century^ has over-ruled every plea of that kind,' 
by declaring y that we have no reafon^ to difpute 
the truth of the fa&s^ on account of the miracu-^ 
hujnejs^ or natural incredibility tf thinty unkfs it 
can be prcroed^ as it certainly cannot bcy that mi- 
^^cles were ceafed in that age. [i J ' 

[r] Swn, tt tady Mo]per's Left. p. 327- fi] Ibid. z%^^ 

- Th«* 
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Thus which way foever we turn ciirfe]v6$^ 
wc (hall be entangled onely the more, by our 
ftrugglihg. If we urge the incredibility of the 
fads related in thefe later ages; theie Advo- 
cates tell us ipreiently, that the fame objedion 
bears as ilrongly againft the earlier ages^ but 
that the authority of the witncfles will over- 
rub it in both ; if we difpute the veracity of 
tlic later witncfles, they affirm them to be full 
as credible, as the more ancient, and their evi- 
dence as convincing, as human teflimony can 
poflibly be. So that no other part is left, but 
dther, to rejed all miracles, except thoie of the 
Scriptures, agreeably to the genuin interefts and 
principles of Proteftants ; or clfe, to admit them 
all, agreeably to the pradice and policy of the 
Romanifts. For what Dr. Berriman has de^ 
clarcd, concerning the miracles oj the tth cen^ 
turyj' may as juftly be applied to the miracles 
of the ittbi that there is no reafon to difpute 
the truth of them, unlefs it can be proved, 
that miracles ^uferetben ceafed: for on this proof 
alone, the flrength and fecurity of the Prote* 
ilapt caufe chiefly depend. 

^ The 
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* The Obfervator how€vct prpoodes tp uqtwint 
u$^ , tbut our Refprmersi tbmgbt it to (bf$r pt^^ 
fofiy to challenge m much of antiquity tg the^^ 
JeheSf as they could find authorities tp^juftify^ in the 
awmt Fatbers.\f\ And I may add y tM they 
fometimes cbaUeoged moff^ ^ it, than truly 
belonged . to xhcm^' or wd$ iernosable to tbeif 

(OObT.p. 2S. But the Obfeivai^ cate <K(Ufidii in tMi 
|)l«ce» to p«p(iii% cbe Audior of ihe DUcourfe^ for dibig ptfn 

fidget from Dr. Waterland unfairly^ which^ if rightfy quoted 
foou!d bear direifly againft hinty [p. x^.'Notef.] Yet all; 
fditch tkac Author km :fi> ci(fid, is ^pm iii:Dc. fF4tiHa9f$ 
oWip words, witboi^t j»D]r mixture or panqphrafe, :and wh«t i> 
mipre to the purpofe, the pafTage here particularly referred to, 
la tn inrire paragraph, M which Dri Wetteriani profeflfts^ td 
)MTe ^cfl^aqd ihffymmy ofvibitt b$ bfl^ k$tnfndit(^mf^iH ^ 
frcvi^^ in the whole foregoing treatile : and itos notpoflible^ 
that any man's fentitnents can be more fairly reprefented, thaa 
in ^lofeveiy'woc^sr ^o^bicih he MdiftlFrtrei?$ui,for t^ 
fi^e.<)f them ; and if tb^ic Dr. ha^ happpned to taUc difyc^ 
cntly in difierpnt parts pf his writitigs, it .certainly proyes no- 
thing eHe tut bis own it^ponfiftcncy. For i- may venture to 
«fenn laf the Author, of the Intradttaory Bifcwrfu vbat.I 
ib^liay without fcruplp of XPyXelf, that J have oci^^ ^ead ^ 
Dr. Waterland^s works, nor any of theni perhaps, quite 
through, but hare -tver vaJued my time too much, to ^nd it 
im^h reading} fnd afii /cootqnt to caak^myfelf «ffioffg tfaofc 
/upefjidd Dunces, whom Dr. Chapman fo hkhly coqtemiUL 
for fatisfying themfelves, in the choice of their books, with a 
few of the mojl eminent end elegant ^ in each dafi. See his 
Charge, praj, 

' » caufe. 



caufe. But thefe Reformersi who dealt fo 
much with aittiquity, were generally of that 
foVt, who aAed under the diredion of the 
Court, and were forced on that account/ to a<9: 
by political as well as Chriftian fn-inciples: 
whereat the greater part of the reforming Di- 
vines, ai well in cur own, as in foreign coun* 
tries, who were not cramped by any influence 
of that kind, but wrote purely, for the defence 
of Pfoteftantifm againft Popery, frankly re- 
jefted and threw out of their Scheme, all the 
traditions and do£tfine$, and whole authority 
of the primitive Fathers, as making no part of 
their religion, nor ferving to any good purpofe 
in it; of which we haw dear proofs in many 
df their writings ftiU e^(ant* 

The Obfervator having now ierved his chief 
purpofe, of difplaying his pokmic talents^ and 
ihewti, to what length he could hokl up the 
debate, is content at laft, to give up the maia 
pomt, which he had feemingly been conteDding 
for^ and to grant the whole, of what the Au* 
Aor of ibe Introdt^i^y Difcourje can be con* 
cerned about. For he declares, ** that whco 
'' the Apofttes died the whole fyilexn of faith 

«< was 
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«< was fealed up and complete : and^as no other , 
" faith was afterwards to be admitted, fo, if no 
*« miracles had afterwards been wrought, the 
«* foundation would have been equally fecure, 
«< fince the old miracles are fufficient for the old 
^< dodrines."[2^] And in another place he 
adds thefe words; " fay the worft you can lay, 
«< (and more, I am perfuaded, than will ever be 
<< proved to be true) that there is not fo much 
«< as one miracle upon record^ fince the days of 
« the Apoftles, that is fufBciently attefted: 
<* what has Chriftianity to do with this ? No- 
•< thing. For Chriftianity ftands not upon 
^^ the new miracles, but upon the old/' [w] 
But tho^ this be true ^ I mufl: put him how- 
ever in mind of what he ought to have intima-. 
ted at the fame time, that it is true onely, with 
regard to that Chriftianity, which is profeffcd 
by ftoteftants; whereas Pofnjb Chriftianity^ 
which pofTefTes much the largeft (hare of the 
Chriftian world, would be undone at once, if 
the authority of the primitive Fathers and pri- 
mitive miracles (hould be rejected in common 
by all Chriftians. 

[«] (W. p. 30. H P. 3». ' 
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The fumm then of all, which our Obfcr- 
vator has aiHrmed on this quaeflion, with any 
fcnfc or truths as well as of Dr. Claget*s deter- 
mination^ on which he lays no fmall ftreis, 
amounts to no more than this, that the Prote- 
ftant religion ftandi firm upon the foundation oj 
the old miracles of the Gof^eli and that Frote- 
ftants confequentfyy if they are confifient mtb 
themfehes^ ought to be content with thofe old mi-- 
raclesy andnegleB all the reft. And this, I fay, 
. is as much as Dr. M—^n can exped: from the 
generality of thofe, who may happen to read 
his IntroduSory Difcourfe. For he is not fo 
weak as to. imagine, that an. argument fo new^ 
and fo little underftood, and urged in contra- 
diction to the moft inveterate prejudices, can 
carry conviction with it every where, to the 
length of his own perfuafion; or prevail at 
once over the teftimony of ' 16 centuries. Yet 
he may flatter him&lf without vanity, that 
whether the primitive miracles be thought true 
or falfe, he (hall convince the cool and confi- 
derate part of his readers, that the EH'oteftant 
caufe has no concern at all with them, and will 
find it's beft defence and fecurity, both againft 

the 
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the Papifts and the Freethinkers^ in a total 
ncglcft and rcjedion of them. 

This is what the Obfervator himfclf has 
granted in effed; and what many more, I 
dare fay, will grant with him, upon the peruf^I 
of the IntroduSfory Difcourfe. The onely dif- 
ference is, that every liberal inquirer, who fecks 
truth and inflrudion from the u& of jxioks, 
will acknowledge the conviction which he re- 
ceives with fbme civility towards his ioilrudtor: 
whereas this writer feems to be of tkut clafs, 
who look upon every attempt to inftru£fc, asarU 
invasion on their province, and an afirout to 
their fufficiency; and make it their bufinefs 
therefom, to write againft all wlio venture to 
pfier their thoughts to the public, without their 
licenfe. With this hoftile temper, he attacks 
the Author df the Dijcourfey tho' he had never 
perfonally offended him; and labors to fix fome 
malignity upon his writings, tho' he owns them 
at hSt to l^e innocent ; and when he is driven 
to the acknowledgement of any triitb, does it 
with fb iH a grace, tis (hews that he has fome 
reafon ftill within himfelf to wi(h rather that it 
had been falfe. 

To 
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Tb conclude ; there are two or three fofts, 
which I would particularly recommend -to thb 
reader's confideration, as hehg not ondy of 
great weight in the prefent cbntroverly, but ad- 
mitted alfo as true by all the adverfaries of the 
Introh&orj Bifcourfe. 

\py That a gneat patt of the primitive ml- 
wcles, and efpecially thofe of the 4th century, 
were mere fidions, contrived and impofed liy 
thet:rafty upon the credulous part of the Ghri- 
fiians of that age. 

2dly^ That if all the miracles of all ages, 
after the Apoftles, were found to be of the 
fame ftamp, the authority of the Gof^l cou^d 
not be (haken by it. 

3i//)^, That at the time of the Reformation^ 
the ondy time in all faiftory when the m h uc ie s 
of the Church were freely examined by Chri* 
flians themfelves, they were all found to be 
falfe. 

Now. a proper attention to thefe fadts, and 
jthe confequences of them, muft: be fufEcient, 
one would think, to fuperfede all farther diC 
p&tb tfti thi^ (Jtiasflion ; and to convince every 
fenfible and unprejudiced reader pf the reafon- 

ablenefs^ 
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ablenefs, not ondy of fufpeding, but of re^ 
jeSing all other miracles, except thoie of the 
Scriptures. It is certain at leaft, that it mufl: 
expoie the abfurdity of theie Zealots, in alarm- 
ing a Proteftant nation with appreheniions of 
danger from the free difcuilion of an argument, 
which by their own confefGon can do no mif- 
chief to any fyftem of Chriftianity, but what is 
now profefled and praftifed by the Church of 
Rme. 
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j E S U I T-C A B A L. 

WHEN I fat down to examine 
thia Defence Jbf Dr. Chapman' i 
C&arge^ I could not help amtifing 
myfelf a while, with the quaintaefs of the 
Ittk^page ; wbicfa feemed to have undergone 
feveral corredlions, and to have coft the Arch- 
deacon no imaU pains, before it was reduced to 
It's prefcnt form. In the firft Advertifement, 
which was given of it, in the public papers, 
the Title, if my memory does not deceive 
me, flood thus ; ^be Jefuifs Cabinet farther 
opened^ £cc. But the notion of opening a Ca- 
Innet, being vulgar, and what every writer 
would ufe on fuch an occafion, was thought 
unworthy, it feems, of the Archdeacon's era- 
dition, and changed therefore, as we now fee, 

E 2 into 
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into the more recondite phrafe| ef feting a 
Cabal [/\. 

In the latter part alfo of the £ime tide, 
fome alteration appears to bive been mgde^ 
after the book was fent to the Prefs : for in 
that firft Advertifement llkewiie, if I remem* 
ber right, the Author of the Pofticript wa^ 
called a Scurrikusy as well as Declamatory Rem 
marker ; whereas in the publication of it, the 
word. Scurrilous, is now otnitted : froni what 
motive, I cannot fay ; but certainly, not fron^ 
any fcruples on the Archdeacon's part : for 

[y] This change however was not made at once ; nor 
would CaUmt have flipt fo eaiiiy into Cabal^ if it had not 
been prepared by fome previous emendatim : and there 14 
reafon to think, that, in running over all the changes into 
which it might naturally be refolved, Caia/a was his firft 
choice, and inferced accordingly into the Title, while die 
book was yet in the Preis ; as a word, the beft adapted to 
theprofundity of his own erudition, as wellastothat myfteryof 
iniquity, which he was going to lay open. For about the 
iniddle of his piece, be refers us, as it yretc^ to the Title, fq 
reformed, and fpeaks in expreis terins of Father Harduiffs 
Gahala. [Def. p. a?.] Yet on more mature deliberation 
Cahak was finally reduced to Cabal ; which anfwered more 
diredly to the purpofe, both of his Charge and Defence^ an4 
conveyed that very notion, which he there labors to inculcate, 
of a number ofmen^ engaged and confederated in this Jefuit^ 
real plot. 
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though his friends might perfuade him^ that 
an expreiiion fo grofs Would be too glaring in 
the firft page, yet none of them could reftrain 
him, from iiiing it with all freedom in the 
fecond. 

From this fliort view of the Title-page, let 
us pafs on to the book itielf ; which I take the 
liberty to call Dr. Cbapman^s ; not becaufb 
common fame calls it fo ; nor becaufe he had 
declared a refblution, of writing and publifhing 
a Defence of bis Charge ; but becaufe it is a 
work of that kind, which no body could 
have written but himfelf : becaufe the ftile, the 
matter, and, to borrow a little of his own lan- 
guage, the whole fguration and indifferentifm 
of it (hew the Jefuit'Cabal to be a Chapman^ 
Performance. 

' The firft paragraph will confirm the trath 
of it, which begins with thefe words. A late 
Author^ who, for reajons befi known to himfelf^ 
did not care for exprejjing his namey has appear- 
ed very captious and fplenetic againft the Rev, 
Dr. Chapman. Now would a writer of any 
judgement begin an anonymous work, with a 
piece of raillery of thps kind, without feelings 

5 3 *^^ 
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that it would turn upon himfeU; and (erve as 
well, for the exordium of hb Adverfary's Reply^ 
as his own Defence ? their names are equally 
iupprefled on fooith fides ; and for ^eafbns tqq 
beft known to themfelves ; yet there is this 
difference, tl^at the reafons of the Aut)ior of 
the Poftfcript, though bed: biown to himielf^ 
Qiay be underftood likewife by others $ where- 
as it would be difficult for Pr. Cbapsaan^ tp 
affign any, but his great modefty, for th^ 
concealment of his name i who, from a con- 
fcioufhefs of the public favor^ and his* own 
fi^rior merits can venture tp bqad:, in tbif 
very paragraph, ^* of the Arength, the fpiri^ 
fV and the peripicuity of his Arcbidiaconal 
Charge i and of the honors, which hay^ 
been paid to him on that account, by fe<- 
ven^l diftind: Aflemblies of the Clergy : can 
?^ appeal to fi charader, which, it is no$ 
*^ pofi|ble to hurt, with any man living, who 
*^ knows him s and promife better eptertainr 
^^ ment to his readers, than his Scurrihus An- 
^' tagonift can. afford/' But whafeyer.his 
ptifaniog tnighit be, in this firft ftroke of his 
raillery, it happened unluckily for him., that 

his 



Ilk jdft was Ifpoxfed^ Worn it was oiit^ and the 
i?to^cr£[jt hard acquired the natiie of it's Au- 
tlu3r> before the Jefuk^aial was ytft pub-- 
3i&ed. 

: In the next &ntence ho/mfet, he {»0^{iis 
<9L moft intitxKite acquaintance ^tfa his toedy- 
mous Atireriiary, and to know the very infide 
of him ; ini, wHh die zeal ^ another Sf. 
yercm^ declares, that l9i« evil fpirit^ which 
prompts >}Mln to write at this rate, is e^^ceffhehf 
^kd^ and fiui^ hy the fame and fuccefs i)/ his 
V>rkings, and canriot bear the afprobiition^ mfh 
phicb they ha^e been receinsed \ but is fo full of 
f^leen and refentmenty that if he did not give a 
vent to ^fepaffions^ by this fcurriUty offneer^ 
ingy they would certainly tiarft him. In an- 
fwcr to w^hich, I can take upon me to affirm 
with great truth, in the name of Dr. Af— , 
the Author of the Poftfcript s that he has ne- 
ver conceived the lead degree oi fplcen from 
any of his performanoes, though fome of them 
have been pabii(hed agamft himfelf, but has 
conftantly reaped that pleafure from theni^ 
which a liberal mind will always enjoy, from 
i the works of a duU, conceited, bigottcd Ad- 

I E 4 vcrfary 



56 RfiMARKS OH \ 

vtr&ry, who had forwardly and petokhtly i^ 
tacked him, to find hitn deflitute of every ta«> 
lent, which could recoitimend them to the 
public ; and to fee the efforts of his zeal and 
bigottry in great meafure defeated, by the dull* 
nefs and perplexity, with which he labors to 
inculcate them. Nor has Dr. M ever 

been confcious, of bearing envy to any maa 
whatfoever, for the iuperiority of his parts or 
learning, or, what is more commonly the ob* 
je£t of it, his preferments ^but findis great rea- 
son to be content with' his prelent fliafe, as 
well of fortunes^ as of credit in the world ; 
and to efteem that competency of both, with 
which Providence has blefTed him, and that 
leifure, freedom and independency^ which h0 
has always enjoyed, above all the advantages^ 
which he might poflibly have acquired, by 
giving a more ambitious turn to his Life and 
Studies. And he (hould think more contempt- 
ibly of himlHf, than even his enemies afl^ to 
do, and that he had ipent his time and pains 
to very litde purpoie, if at his years and in hb 
circumftances, he had fufiered it to be in the 
power, I wiQ not fay, of a little Archdeacon, 

but 
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bttt of a kte great ArchbiHiop^ to give any 
difturbance to the eafe and quiet of his mind. 
The ible diiguft, which he can receive from 
any of them, and that, on the publick account^ 
hot on hiajGfwn, is to fee them encouraging and 
inculcating ftich a fpirit of fuperftition and ere* 
duUty in a Proteftant Church, as the Papifts 
iheinfelves would be afliamed of: and he con- 
jGcters h, as the chief credit and comfort of his 
life, that he has the fenie to contemn, and 
the refolufebn to oppofe all fuch attempts, and 
their Authors, by whatever name or title 
ihey may be dignified and diftinguiihed. 

With this view he publi(hed a few remarks 
oa Dr. Cbapnum^ Arcbidiacmal Charge^ which, 
mftead of galling, had given him the pleafure 
of ^laughing at it more heartily, than any com- 
pofition of that kind, which he had ever feen, 
as being, of all others, the moft elaborately 
ridiculous. Nor was it the purpoie of thofa 
remarks, to caft a hkmijh^ as he intimates, on 
his envied fame, but to do a piece of juftice 
to tli^ real mait both of the Charge and it's 
Author^ by that beft and gentlefl; method of 
corrediioni which nature has ordained in fuch 
: I a cafe. 
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9 cafe, of laqghlog him down into his proper 
rank and charaiflen This was the juft trab- 
ment^ which his Charge receiiired^ not oneljr 
from the Author of the Poftfcript^ but from 
fcvery body elfe : and this D^ftftce of ie, I 
doubt, will hardly de&rve any other. Of 
which however, we (hall be better able a 
judge, after we have taken a ^w of tfaoft 
parts of it, which may ieemto demand a 
more ferbus regard. 

There are two capital pdnti, wiikh he is 
obliged to make good, if he reaUy means td 
vindicate his Charge from the exceptions 6f 
the Ftfifcript^ 

. ift, That Father Barduin\ fJif has been 
carried on with great fciccej|$ for half a 
cenmry paft, and fpread it's infeiSiioii 
far and wide, fb 4ifi to be threaCenmg 
the greateft dango*, and workipg incre* 
dible mifchief at this very tinie, to tbs 
religion, learning and liberty of all Pn>« 
teftants** 
2dly9 That the writings and authority of St, 
yerom are of pecnliar fbrvke, to Cicmfittn 
the religion of Proteftaatis, in q)pofi- 

tion 



ti^ ^p the pre/ent worihip and fcKgioA 

As It9;t|9i4 &A of thefe p9in($» which is the 
principal £fbje£t of )))s Cb^rgf^ the dispute 
bet»^n U3 j$> not ^bp^t this natiKalteadenqr 
of the Jefuit'f fcheme ^ Of- tj^ nEiifchiefs, which 
it might have wrought, if it had met with 
a geneijil ripqeptipn in tljie. world • or the fenti- 
ments of a few particular men, or (he private 
wi(he$ pf . the whole body of the Jfcfuits, con- 
cer^fting it if but the fole q^asftion is, whether 
it l^sev^r found fuch a degree pf credit^ 
and been carried £> Ut iptp cxecutim, as to 
create ^y rea} danger, or to work any adual 
mifchief to the Proteftant cauie, in any coun- 
try wh^tfoever, and e^cially.ia England^ where 
this a)arm was givep. 

This, I fay, is the iin^ point in die diA 
pute : yet when we come to examine, w{]a( 
new light the Archdeacon has produiQed, to- 
wards clearing up this qua&ftion of i^d, we 
find nothing more in \k\^ J^efenceyihsLa what 
we had i^pn before in his icbarge ; a dbad of 
authorities^ without ^ny Weight } an oftenta* 
tion of learnin^;^ without fet^fes. his affilia- 
tions 
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tioni afbted by his conceffions j till tlie fumm 
of his defence is not onely redoced to nothing, 
but the balance turned againft himfclf j as 
awry one muft fee, who will take the pabs, to 
caft up the account, and weigh the particular 
articles on the one fide, againft thofe of the 
other. 

For inftance j on the affirmative fide, he 
lets forth ; 

ift, " That Father Harduiri% obnoxious 
** pieces were liccnfed by ftw Prmincials of 
" /A* Je/uits, upon a certificate from three 
** Divines of the fame order, that they con- 
** tained nothing repugnant to the Catholic 
" feith and good morals [z\. 
adly. « That Cardinal de Bijjy gave broad 
hints, in his paftoral inftrudUons, of his 
*« ikvorabic inclinations to the Jefuit's fchcme 
[4 

3dly, « That feven or eight particular 

" men, in diflcrent parts of Europe^ M. BaU 

** knfeatoe^ a Prefident of the Senate at Lux- 

* mbourg j a Gentleman at Amjierdam j the 

** Editor of Harduitti works j M. Percbam- 

£«]SeeI>d;p.8,9. f^jp.,5, 

« baud. 



C( 



<c 



the JlSUiT-CABAL^ 6t 

^^ haudi a Prefident of the Parliament of Bre^ 
^^ tdgne J a litterary Journalift at the Hague ; 
^^ an anonymous writer <^ great fire and zeals 
*^ an Antiquarian of no linall note, at Ly(nu\ 
♦^ had all of them done, or faid, or written 
♦* fomething or other, in favor of Harduin^ 
«« fcheme[i]/' 

All which teftimonies he clofes with a cha^ 
rafter of Harduiny given in the Proteftant ads 
of LeiyiCy 1735 ; in which he is declared to be 
a writer of a nxionderfull genius^ wboje works 
nvill give pkafure to all, who read them, though 
they breath in all parts more of genius, than tf 
truth [c]. 

This is the fumm of all the pofitive evi-. 
dence, by which he pretends to demonftrate 
the fiiccefs and danger of this Jefuitical 
fcheme ; in abatement of which^^ he grants at 
the fame time, 

J ft, ^^ That the Superiors, and Principals of 
^^ all the Colleges and Societies of the 
^^ Jefuits in France, publiflied a formal 
^* proteftation againft it, in the name 
<< of their whole Order,^ and obliged 
1*3 P. ?4i iJa 16^ !?> i8j %%! W* ait W p, ai, «• 
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<< Hdriuin poblieklj to r«trt(fl it. Arid 
^^ that he does not quaeftioh the 0iK6rify 
*• of thofe Stt^rior^ [/]. 

idly, " That whctt Cardinal ^ 'Btj/y, ireri- 
^^ tared to puhlii^ Ibme hint9 in favor 
^^ of it, fivd or fix Bifliops made ah 
^^ outcry againft him to the King [/j, 

3dly, *' That the Critics and Scholars in 
^^ general of all countries, treated it as 
^* an extravagant, chimerical and im- 
*• pradkable whim [y] : that all the 
^* ingenwnis among the Jefuits them- 
^^ fihes, many BenediBim and Sofbo^ 
^^ mjis^ and feveral other orders in France 
^* and Italyy (harply declared their ab- 
^ horrence of it : that in particular, the 
•*• learned Fathers ^ournemne and Grain* 
^ VfUe^ made ftrong declarations againft 
^* it ; and the men of fenfe and learn* 
*^ ing in Rome^ fiich as S^irini and 
*' Fontanini taRed with great freedom 
*^ tfnd abhorrence of it, and as he believes, 
*^ with great fincerrty and truth [g,'\ 

M See Charge, p, 17. note (t) Dcf. p. 10, 1 1, 

W Dec p. 19. [/J Charge, p. 10, 1 1, 26: XSfif, y, 6, 

IsH See Charge, p. 1 j, *p. Dcf, p. j, tf, i o, |8, z^ &c. 

From 
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From this abftrad of what he has firmed 
on the one fide^ and granted on the otber^ t^ 
reader will fee at once, that hk afikaSkatiie 
proofs are infinitely overbalanced by his negative 
Goncefliofis* 

He will fee> that the foiemn and fioceie 
proteftation of all the Superiors of the Jefait^ 
muft far outweigh tbe Ucenfe afa Prwrnctah 
a mere matter of form ; and reaching ho far^ 
ther, than to teftify the confiftency of tibe 
Scheme with tbe Catbolk faith and goodman^ 
tiers. 

That the loud remonftrances of five or fix 
Bifhops would have a ^eater efiefiv than 
the hints ondy of a fingle Cardtnal. 

That the general coniemt of the Critics and 
Scholars of a.11 countries and Sedks ; Jefuks^ 
Benedi^inSf Serbomfis^ and ieveral oilier Orders^ 
in Franu and Italy^ widi all the men nf 
learning in Rome^ is of much g^feater audiorky^ 
than^ the opinions of fih^en or ^fat private 
men, oi what rank or conditibn foeven Iii 
(hort, he will fee^ I fay, at once, that nehhet 
the Archdeacon's Cbarp n^ Defence^ ca^liave 
ftny thing s^rtioiwl or ioM iiit it^ or vrorthy ef 
* any 
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any other treatment, but what it has met with, 
of being contemned and laughed at by all men 
of fober fenfe. For ihould we wave all his 
conceflione, and refer the difpute to the fole 
merit of his pofitive teftimonies ; we (hall find 
them utterly trifling and impertinent, and of 
110 iignificancy at all towards the confirmation 
of his argument ; amounting, as we have feen^ 
to nothing more than this> tbat all people ad- 
mired the great parts and erudition of Father 
Harduin^ andfomefewy here and there^ of lefs 
learning, yet as much enthufiafin perteips, 
feemed alfo to approve his Scheme* And was 
any Scheme ever publiflied by a man of repu- 
tation, how extravagant and chimerical foever, 
which had not the luck, to find fome admir- 
ers, and to ftrike the fancy of a few, as 
i^rongheaded and wild as the Author himfelf : 
yet in the prefent cafe, it is very remarkable^ 
that, in England, where this alarm was given^ 
not fo much as a fingle perfbn has ever been 
laid, or fufpeded, to have paid the leaft re;^4 
to it 

But let us go ftill farther, and grant the 
. Archdeacon much more, than he can either 

daim^ 
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daitn, or defire for the advantage of his caufe^ 
that the 3rvhole Romifli Church is unani- 
motis and zealous in the defence of Harduiri% 
Scheme 5 yet even on this hypothefis, it would ' 
be ridiculous^ to talk of any particular danger 
or mifchief from It to Proteftants, while they 
continue firm and united in their contempt ot 
it ; as it is evident from fad and experience : 
for inftance ; there are no articles of Popery fb 
univerfally profeiled in that Church, as the 
Supremacy of the Pope^ and ^ranfubflantiation % 
jior any, fp diredly fatal to Proteftantifm^ 
wherever they arc received in any country : but 
though they are enforced by the whole united 
power of the Romifli Church, and with many 
fubtil arguments both from reafon and Scrip- 
ture, yet Proteftants arc under no particular 
alarm, nor think themfelves in any immediate 
danger on that account ; beeaufe they have the 
ienfe and learnings to difcern the abfurdity of 
. them, and their mifchievous effeds on Society 
in general, as well as on the Proteftant religion 
in particular. Much lefs can they apprehend 
any harm from the Jefuit*s whim, which, if it 
liiad not been too extra vagant, might indeed have 

F / raifcd 
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raifcd a party for it among the Romaftifts, by 
it's tendency to advance the power of the Pope 
and the Church, but has no relation what- 
foever to Proteftants ; nor any thing in k, 
that could invite any party or Sedt of that pro- 
feifion to embrace it. 

Should we fuppofe then, that the Papifts 
were either divided about il, or united in it's 
defence ; the fole eflfed, which could reafon* 
tkbly be expeded in either cafe, would finally 
turn to the hurt, not of Protcftantifin, but of 
Peppery itfelf. For by creating la divifidn in 
that Churchj it muft in fome meafare weaken 
the ftrength of the whole 3 or by uniting At 
'whole in it*s fupport, would gradaally redute it 
again to that ftate of ignorance and implicit cre^ 
dulicy, from which our Andeftors were ddivfered 
by the Reformation ; and by retraining the learn- 
ing and religion of their Clergy, to Church-tra- 
ditions, Canons, and Papal decrees, would ren- 
der them onely !efs formidable, and more con- 
temptible to the Proteftants. T® alarm us 
therefore with a Scheme, which, though calcu- 
lated to ferve fome particular purpofes of Po- 
pery, was yet found too chimerical by Papifts 

them- 
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i^emifelycs, to be applied to any purpofe, is a3 
contrftdidory to common fenfe and reafon, as 
the abAir.d cc^ceit of the Jefuit on which i^ 
13 grounded. 

The AfiChdeapon however takes great pain$ 
|» fliew, that the J^roteljtaAts abroad piade ve- 
iiement Qu^criec againft it, as a rfjmmefft of 
th whole Jnfuitical order j |and dangerous jpon- 
fc^ntjy to their religion. jAnd it ip pot tp 
i^ W'Oadcrod ajt^ th^t ^ iScheme of th^ nature^ 
puibljAied by a flpiaiji of Ifardtfin's ckzx^Qfit^ 
(hould at firft create a jjiifpicipn ampng Prote^ 
il^Ots, of heing more deeply ^QQted apd ftrongly 
iiippertcd, than it aftqrwsrds gppearc^ to he : 
m tiU f9me gmd men among thqm^ $1^ tjtie 
Arobdeacofl'^ftyp, perceived it to he Uo extras 
vaQ»nt t9 Jp avy mifcbiej [b]. Yet, notwith- 
ibttdiog the ^utfegrity i?f th^k^oodme^, thew 
.wcw others, it feiqms^ «qt fo good perhaps, 
<^t CMTfi (ag»cio|}s, who cQaUnued fUll to cvf 
.out againft it as loudly as ever. I^or is thi| 
^ikewlfe Ara^e, jl^at in <l>e jProteftant frgp^trjiep 
dhcQftd. ^rc IhQuW be ^ fort of ipen, whow 
^e r&equQOtly f^e at hpnfif , .vhp frp<n jRiotivc^ 
(i^]See.aiar^,yp.ap. 

F 2 of 
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of vanity, or intereft, or ambition, yet under 
a mafk always of religion, are catching all 
Dccafions of recommending themfelves to pub- 
lick fame and hpnors, by an afiedled oftcnta- 
tion of their zeal, and learning and fervices 
to the Church : and it is eafy to imagine, 
how the example of that late great ornament 
$f Berlin^ Mr. La Croze^ whofc teftimony 
makes fuch a figure in this Defence, might 
excite the zeal and emulation of the Gre^^ 
'Archdeacon of Sudbury^ and fuggeft to him the 
plan, and fubjeft of his Charge. 

But tho' he has offered nothing in this De« 
fence, which, in any light or view, tends to 
confirm the argument of his Charge; yet it is 
curious to obferve, that he makes frequent ufe 
of feveral topics, which diredtly overthrow it. 
For example, in demonftrating the great dan- 
ger of Hardtiins Scheme, he often reminds us, 
how all the Proteftants, from the beginning to 
this day, have conftantly decried and rejected it. 
Now if in any of thofe AfTcmblies of the Clergy 
to which his Charge was addrefled, any one. had 
rifen up in oppofition to him, with intent to 
calm thofe terrors which he had been infufing, 

what 



Jesuit-Cabal, 69 

what could he have faid more efFedual to allay 

them^ than what the Archdeacon had applied 

to excite them? By afliiring his Reverend bre* 

thren, '^ that whatever he had been declaring 

^^ to them with fo much folemnity concerning 

^* the dangers of the plot, they need not be 

^i under any concern or alarm about it: for 

,^ tho' the Romanijls might in fome meafure be 

^^ divided about it, thtProtefiants were all firm 

^^ to a man, in their contempt and rejc&ion of 

^Mt: that half a century was now paft, in 

/^ which it had been everting all it's force^ 

•^^ without making the leaft impreffion on any 

^* Proteftant Church or Scft whatfoever : that 

** in England efpecially, where this alarm was 

*^ now given, not a fingle foul was ever iuf- 

*^ peded of being tainted with it in any degree: 

*^ that their own ignorance of this pretended 

^* danger was a fure proof, that there was really 

^^ none : and that it was a grofs infult upon the 

*^ fenfe, the judgement, and the vigilance of 

" the Engli/h Clergy, to talk to. them with fuch 

^^ affurance of a defperate plot, and the incre^ 

^^ MJe mifcbiefs which it had been working to 

^^ their religion for fo many years, and which 

F 3 •' none 
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^^ none of them, all that time, had cither thft 
** fagacity to difcovcr, or the zeal to oppofe, 
*^ but their Worthy Archdeacon. That they 
" fliould refledt on what he hinlfelf had told 
** them in this very Charge^ hoW the pl6t could 
^^ never obtain it*s end^ //// all the writers and 
** monuments of jinti^mty^ which ol^ruSled it, 
*^ were cancelled and exterminated \ and till the 
^^ Jtf^its, by their arts, had di^ifed a general 
^* negkSi and difregard of them amdng th Prth 
^* tefiants^'^. that not one of all tiiofe ari- 
*^ dent writers had yet bcdn cancelled, nor the 
^' leaft difregard to them diffiifed by Jcfuitical 
*^ arts, thro' Any Proteftaiitcotintry : wh^Cnce it 
'^ Wa^ evident to every tiian of fenfe^ dbat the 
^' J)lot had utterly mifcArrieA ftom fte vtery be- 
^^ ginning, and that they were as remote from 
^* any dangers of it at this day, dS ftfeir Fathers 
^^ had been before them, and in fhott, that, 
*^ from the firft to the laft, there never Was, 
*^ nor ever could be any dangler in it at trH.** 

If this alone, I Ikjr^ bad been urgccJ ih ah- 
fWet to his Charge, at the time when It #as 'de- 
livered, as it might haVe bteh With the ftriiSteft: 

\i\ dec Charge, p. 9. 

tmth, 

3 



truth,, it qiijft needs h^vp convinced the audw 
enc9, that sU the terrors, with whjch the Arch^ 
(JegCQn bad been alarming them, were but afr 
fe^d or imaginary, and his tragical feprefentaT 
tipn of theqi a nicre farce and piece of mock* 
cry, which the experience of fifty years, and of 
all Proteftant Churches had utterly confuted. 

^Again^ We may obferye, both ffom his 
Charge and the Defence of it, that the Cn^ks, 
the f(;bol0r$ 4nd the learned are iuppofed by him 
»n geaei?tl, to confider the Jefuit's Scheme ^an 
extravagant, ifnpraSiicable andjenjelefs whim [^j, 
wWch is fuffii:ifint likewife of itfelf, to nefuteaU 
pr^etefwe of danger from it. For if the l^rned 
l>e jigaioft it, who can be for it ?' The fucce.fa 
pf it mxxQ. OjeceiTarily depend on the judgement 
pf tjbe learned} being a project of that kind, 
whlcb the multitude can have no notion of» 
but from their t«ftimony apd recommendation* 
Jf ijt bad offered to the public fome refined 
point of dextrine, or principle of devotion, pro? 
per to excite a fpirit of fanaticifm or enthu^ 
iiafin in weak and pious Chrifcians, it might in« 
deed have reached to the pppijlace, and proved 
M Dcf. p. y,^, ^c. 

F 4 dangerous 
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dangerous in the iflue to the peace of our 
Church : but as it is a quaeftion of dry criti-p 
cifm, without any fuch charm in it, and which 
learning alone muft decide, the Proteftants can- 
not poffibly receive any hurt from it, till it be 
firft authorifed by the men of fenfe and learn* 
ing of their own profeflion. 

Yet the Archdeacon cannot help perfuading 
himfelf, that the very populace are all attentive, 
and taking part in this difpute: for when Dr. 
M — n treats the Jcfuit's Scheme as a Jilly 
nvbim^ and worthy onely to be laughed at by 
men of fenfe; he reproves him with bis ufual 
gravity, and fays, that tbo^ be is Jo ignorant 
bimjelf^ to be thus deluded^ he muji not expeSi^ that 
even the multitude with us, are now to be Jo cajokd 
and blinded ^fj. For now, fince his Charge is 
made public, he fancies without doubt, that it 
is to be found on every ftall in London i and 
that every foul, whp can read, is let into the Se- 
cret of Harduins plot, and admiring thejlrength\ 
and Jpirit, and perjpicuity of language, in which 
he has laid open all the dark defigns and incre^ 
dible mi/chiefs of this Jefuit-Cabal. 

[f] Dcf. p. 14. 

I hav« 
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I have hitherto been attempting to ftiew, how 
^11 his proofs and evidences of the plot tend 
bnely to contradid: his own account of it: yet 
i have one teftimony againft it ftill behind, 
which he will own to be of niore weight, than 
all the reft; I mean the authority of his own 
dear Self : who, in one of his books, publi(h'd 
fome years ago, taking occafion to fpeak of 
Father Harduin^s Scheme^ declares it to be both 
paradoxical andinflgnificant [/«]. Such was his 
opinion of it, before he had cooked up the plan 
of his Charge. But the infignificancy of the 
thing, which would have difcouragcd any other 
man from thcddling with it, was the very mb^ 
tive, which prompted the Archdeacon to take 
it for his theme. He knew, that he could 
never difplay his wit and eloquence with fuch 
advantage) as by raifing wonders out of nothing, 
and from an infigntficant paradox^ extorting the 
thanks arid applaufes of feveral difiin^ afem-^ 
bites of the Clergy. 

Being aware however, that he might be dri- 
ven, to give up the original Scheme of the Je- 
fuit, as Jlale and objblete^ he had projcded a re- 

[«] Dr.CsEufcb. Vd.i. p. 343. 

treat. 



74 Remarjcs m 

treat, to which he now recurs, and infiils, (6af 
one part of bis fiory is Jo far from hetn^ ftak^ 
that it never came to light till 1733. and 174J. 
Strange! that it (hould twice come tp lights 
within the compafs of 8 years, yet want to be 
brought to light a 3d time, within 5 years more. 
But fo it was, that «^ advice or account had ever 
been given of it in the Englijb tongfie^ as he tells 
us, by any one before bimfelf not even by the late 
ingeniws improvers of M. Boyle's Di3ionary \n\. 
Here then he takes heart again, and begins to 
plume himielf as much as ever, on the difco- 
very of a ad plot, ^^ more diredly iiibieryien^ 
^^ he iays, to the Popi(h caufe, and more ma-- 
f^ lignant fliiPto antiquity th^n the fixft; in 
^* confounding ihe hiftocy of Zoo yc9xs^ and 
^^ in the open profcnption even of ^ Roma^ 
y Digifti and Codesy both lieodofian and ^u^ 
^^ fiinianean^ to make way ibr the PapalCodes 
^^ and Canon Law : and moreover^ in a geneml 
^^ mafiacre of all the ancient wj-iters and mo^ 
^^ numents of the Church, to the middle of 
^^ the 13th centnry: and aU this concluded 
^^ widi a daring abuie on the whole Greek 

" text 
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*^ t^C of the New Teikment^ as a verfion 
*^ oriely bf the Vulgate Latin : which laft was 
<^ to be fet up a$ the onely authentic text of 
" the whole Scripture [(?]•" 

This at kft was /^ 5«tf>i^ /« the grafiy which 
he talkd of; Of the fatal and poyfonous part of 
the Sehetne, which had hitherto been Icept out 
of fight. I^t when the head of the Snake was 
cut ofF^ is it not childi(h) to make an outcry of 
dihger/l^aiEift the tail feemed ftill to move? 
When the original Scheme had fo long beencx^- 
J>iodfed, dhd loft all power of doing oiifchief, is 
i^ pc^ifibte, that any appendix> or frelh conceit 
foitn'ed by the fame Jefmt, and on the fame 
prfnciplei/ (hould give any juft alarm^ or excite 
theattibMldn of men.<^ fenfe? This new plot 
catae^/-/f ^ lights he fays, in 1733: ktbim 
tdl us then> what hurt it has any where done^ 
ibt %heft 14 ye^rs paft. The capital mifchief, 
ipt^hich it faim^ at, and by which alone Prote- 
ftants cah be ai^fted, is, to deprive them of their 
Greek copies <f the New ^^amenty and to flip 
ibe VulgdOe Latin into their hands, as the 43iore 
"authentic text. Yet it is certain, not oficly, 

[#] Dcf. p. 13; 

that 
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that no Prot^ftant Church, but that no fingid 
Proteflant in his fenfes has ever been induced 
to fubmit to fuch an exchange. Whatever then 
any Jefuit, or the whole body of them noiay 
projcft or wifti on this article, it muft be wholly 
infigniftcant to Proteftants; in whofe cuftody, 
the Greek text will always reft fecure from the 
danger, of being either privately (loUen, or for- 
cibly extorted out of their hands. 

Bat as filly as all this muft neceflarily ap- 
pear to every fenfible reader, we find him 
wonderfully elate, on the merit of being the 
fiiA difcoverer of it ; and infulting his ad- 
vcriary upon it, with much contempt, " was 
f« this too a tale, fays he, which deietved no 
" alarm or regard among our Clergy ? And 
<* was this good Rcmarker fo fond of his 
^^ J^ales and objbletes^ for the fake of making a 
^' little figure with them, that he could 
/' onely attend to what was publKhed about 
." forty years ago, and not hearken to the 
/* more recent ftrokes of the Jefuit, and paft 
^* them all over in the moft profound fiknce I 
y The very mirror this, of Prpteftant candor 

'' and 
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*• and impartiality, towards both the Arcb- 
" deacon and the Jefuit ! [^]" 

But to return to Father Harduin*% plot. 
Dr. M— — «.had ajSirmed of it in the Poft- 
fcript, that // was contemned particularly at 
Rome^ as the delirium of a doting Critic. On 
which the Archdeacon takes occafion to ani- 
madvert, in fo refined a ftrain, both of rca- 
foning and raillery, that I muft beg leave to 
tranfcribe the intire paffage, becaufe no abftradt 
could poffibly do juftice to it. Take it then 
in his own words. — . 

" As to OUT Author's particular information,' 
' of.thc^ great contempt of Father Harduin 
at Rome^ as if there his whole Syftem was 
treated, as a mere delirium of a doting Critic^ 
it has no great , weight with me in it's 
prcfent form, when I onely look back to 
foqie former informations, which were 
given us, of a certain fine column near the 
Capitol at ^ome : nor do I think, that every 
man, who is curious in delineating andillu^ 
' flrating an old Phallus or Priapus, is imme- 
diately to be trufted, for explaning the 

0]Dcf,p. 13. ' 

* genuih 
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" genuin thoughts of Italian Monafim^ or a 
" Roman Conclave. Some indeed, I know, 
" fuch as Fonlanini and ^irini, have talked 
" at Rom^y with great freedom and abhor- 
" fence of Harduin'% projcfts, and I believe 
'^ too, with great fincerity and truth. But 
" others may talk fo to a Proteftant Traveller, 
" or to fome tender Catholic confciences, 
** though privately among confidents, they 
" .may hug and applaud the Scheme, and 
" fpur on the moft vigorous profecution of 

Here we fee, how the Archdeacon, who 

never travelled farther, than from his College 

to Lambeth J profcfles to know, not onely what 

was (aid, but what was thought at Rome^ yet 

will not allow Dr, M », wlioipent.fe- 

veral months in that City, to be capable of 

giving any information, of what he had either 

feen or heard in it. I know j fajrs he, ^bat 

fuch men as Fontanini and '^iriniy talked mtb 

great abhorrence of Harduin's frojeSls. Very 

/amiliar truly ! one would imagine liim to be 

fpeaking of his intimate acquaintance. Ftmtd- 

nini 
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nini Was an Archbifliop, of diftinguiflied learn- 
ing and politencfs, whom -Dr. M n faw 

almoft every day during his ftay at Rome -, 
and, by the advantage of his friendfhip, had 
the opportonity of many free converfations at 
his houfe, vf\th perfons of the firft diftinflion, 
both for their qaafity and litterature j and 
among the reft, with the Pope now reigning ; 
and after he left Rome, kept up a correfpon- 
dcnce of letters with him, to the time of his 
death. But, what rdates more to the prefent 
purpofe, the diarafl-er of Harduiris plot, 
which as faid in the Poflfcript, to have obtained 
at Rome, of teing the delirium of a doting Cri- 
tic, is ttcprcfied in the very words, in which 
he 'received it from Monfignor Fontanini ; 
whofe known attachment and relation to 
that Cburt muft perfuade us, that he would 
net have ufcd any language on that fubjefl;, 
which could pofEbly give offence there. 

'But the Archdeacon affigns two reafons, 
why Dr. M ■ ns informations from Rome, 
ought not ro be credited. Firft, becaufc the 
-£>r^ had/givea fome jalfeJ»t f9 K $ mU i (ms, kdieecns, 
before, concerning n certain fne column near ihe 

Capitol. 



So Remarks, o/f 

Capitol. It puzzled me a whUe taguefs, what 
he could mean by this infinuation : for the Dr^ 
had never given any information about any 
column whatfbever, nor ever heard .of any 
^ne one, near the Capitol, except the Trajan 
and Antonin Columns, which are -not far from 
it. But I found upon recoUedion, that this 
dark hint related to a certain antique dohe, 
of a Cylindrical form, with the names of 
about thirty old Roman Legions upon it, which 
Dr. M n had tranfcribed, for the ufe of 

a former treatiie, from a printed copy of fome 
of the Editors of thofe ancient Infcriptions : 
which tranfcript ithe Archdeacon was pleafed 
to cenfure, as incorredt, becaufe it differed from 
the copies of the great Boijfard and Gruter, as 
he calls them, and unlefs they were miAaken, 
which he could not believe, the Dr's copy had 
not given the true reading [r]. But whatever 
he may believe or not believe, it is certain, that 
the one or the other, or both of them, more 
probably, were miftaken j becaufe they vary 
from each other, more than once or twice, 

[r] See Dr. Cbapmanh Letter annexed to Obfiarrations on 
the Epiftles of Cic, and Brat. p. 427. 

i» 
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2ft their difibrent copies of the fame infcrip- 
tion [i&]. Yet whatever difference there may 
be in any copies, or whatever error in the 
Dr*s, the fdc purpofe, for which it was al- 
fcdged by him is evidently confirmed by them 

It is pleafant however to obferve, how the 
Archdeacon, out of a fondnefs for his criti'* 
cifm^ grew fond of this old Stone, and erect- 
ed it prefently into a Column. I bavefo much 

-regard^ fays he, ^r that Column^ as to wijh^ 
that Dr. M-^-^-^n bad examined and reprefented 
it with a little more accuracy [t] : and in this 
Defence, he has now drefled it up into define 
Column. Yet fhould we afk him of what 
Order, he would be puzzled how to anfwer ; 
and more furprized ftill, if it fhould appear at 
kfl to be no Column at all, but a Cylindrical 
Pedejlal of fome military Statue, erected anci- 
ently upon it by the army, with the names 

, of the ieveral Legions infcribed, which had 
contributed to it*s. dedication [k]. But what* 
ever it might have been in it's original form^ 

[h] Boifi&rd. Par. 3. X02. Gnit Infcript. p. 513. 
it\ Sec Dr. Ci Lecttr, ibid. [i] Gm^r. ibiil 

G . yet 
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I yet at prefent» it has ifo Utile pratebiion to anyi 

I fort of finery, that the rolling* ftbne. in my 

garden woald make jufl: ^%Jifte a CkdumAi if 
I it were fet upright tmely, on either of it's etfds^ 

amd, if infcribcd with the nast^rof our fiatid- 
ing regiments, as valuable a Column too. 
I But the Ardideacon's vieiv in ^is refle^on 
was, to (hew how idly Dn Af— *— « had (pent 
his time in Rome^ by ncglcding to bring back 
with him an accurate copy of tl»s In(criptiof)> 
firom his own furvey of it And whatever 
fliame may be due to bim on that ;K:eoiiQt^ 
the Dr, I dare fay, will take it all to hioir^ 
Miy and freely confefs, that he never fa 
much as faw, or made any inqtu'ry alter it» 
He knew, that it liad been traoicribed and 
puUi(hed by feveral difFerent handfl^ and wa9 
not invited either t^y any beauty of ^t ftone, 
er curioiity of the infcription, to ipeiiKl any of 
his time about it. Yet he may venture ta 
fay without vanity, that he has given ;tha 
public fome infcrtnoiims from Rme^ which* it 
ill beconnes an Eoglifh Archdeacon ta ^ke 
fuch pains tp difcredit j and which, for, their 
ufe and mfos^n^ to .the.Pfojt&ftai>tir^ipn» 
I * . have 
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h&ve paflfed tfarotfgh ftveral editions in oar 
dm Country, m wdl as ti'anflations into the 
kn^gei3 of &Am countries^ where Proteftante 
lefide. The P^pifts ind^, and a few Zealc^ 
ei iMir oWti Church, icarce worthy of the 
name of Prcrteftants, have made it their bufi- 
nefi, as wdS fis this Archdeacon, to decry Df. 

j tf ^ *i infatmatiom from Rotne^ yet not ft 

fingle otrticfe of them has ever beeii difproved 
by dtiy \ and v«^h«<i d Proteftant Diving has the 
aflkraiice, to warn people againft them ill 
this public trianner, his zeal muit flow from 
ibbue Ikcim motives oi more weight with 
him, than his pretended regard either tq the 
Ptoieftant caufe, or to an old Inicription^ of 
iio \3& or fignificancy to any caufe what^ 
foeven 

Tht fdomd reaibn, which he gives for di£* 
cttditing Dr, M — n*s informatics from R9fm^ 
is (UU vmn ^curbus : becaufe the Dr, in a 
Ititlfi work, in which he had delineated and 
explaned many original pieces <^ claffical an4 
tl^ity, froih hie own coUe^ion, had exhibit*' 
Ad fSb^ figure of an dd Phi^^ 4irdPtiapuu 
For Aich a ix>^o, he feyi, i$ n^ ta ie trujitit 

Q a for 
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far explanif^ the genuin ibot^bts, cf Italia^ 
IShfmJiics^ or a Roman Conclave. Yet Dfr. 
M n has done nothing more in thi8ca&; 
thin what his great Boiffard and Gruter ; than 
-What PtgnortMs, Begerus^ CauJ^is, Btmanttiy 
MotUfducony &c in (hort, what every man, of 
.what chara&er, country, or religion foever,- 
who has publilbed colledions of AntiquitieSy 
br undertaken to expldne the manners and rites 
of the Gentile world, had conftantly done.be** 
lore him. And yet the Dr. before he entered 
upon that particular argtinjent, took care ti) 
guard himielf from any juft cenfure^ and obr 
viate all offence to his weaker readers, by pre*- 
miling the example, not onely of thofe learned 
moderns, but an authority ftill much greateri 
even of the Fathers of the Primitive Church, 
in whbfe words' he has happened to explane the 
yery grofleft pyt of his fubjcdl: fo that what- 
ever {hame may be thought due to bim» for the 
lllufiration of this eld Phallus^ it niuft finail/ 
reft upon them. 

Such yvas the ground of the Archdeacon^s 

cenfure, as far as I have been able to difcover 

it} but as to i\» ^neaning of it^ \i is not 

^ .. in 
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id my power to find k out. All that I can 
pretend to lay, of fuch a medley of ftrange 
words, as they are jmiibled- together in thi»^ 
patagraph, is, that \i\ifine Column, old Pbal-^ 
ItiS, Italian Monajiict, and Roman Conclave,^ 
make a cotnpofition of (\xt\iftrMg,fpirited, and 
perjpicuous nonfenfe, as no other writer, bttfc 
with t^e fame vivacity of genius, and the 
fame profundity of erudition, could pofBbly 
produce. 

After he has thus vindicated himfelf, with 
itigard to his- difcovery of the Jefuifs ploty and 
fet forth his great fervices to the public, id 
alairming \xi fd feafonably with the dangers of 
Sf, he procedc^, to-do jufticr alfo to his friends'^ 
tbel'unjialh and tlkMarklands^ by clearing them 
from the fufpicion of having any (hare in it. 
The warinth of his frieridihip would not fufief 
hiixi, to overick)k the leaft touch of mere 
raillery, on peripns fo dear to him. He ima^ 
gined prefently that Dn M ■ n took them 
to be real LoyoliteSi and adually engaged with 
the Jefuits abroad, and that he was reprefenting 
tfnem as fuch to the whole kingdom ; upon which^ 
he takes occafidn, to Jmake here 9. public fitid 
G 3 iolemn 
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foktnn 4fc^atipf)y tbst be nevir bad any 
tb&ugbt at aU^ :^ mjfca^bing them \ tb*t ti^y 
ke^r no refembknee pa the tme l^oljtes^ Wv^ 
npne of the matk^ upoo thcm^ and cwU mi 
therefore be the phJeS of his c<west [/]>• A|i4 
from this out€ry ag^i^fi them; w be calls i^j 
|pu3 enters into d formal defencp of all the trua 
§ndfrlid Critics, v^bcthw living or dead, wter 
^t of our own or of foreign countries ; whooi 
he declares, ^^ to deferve love and univefj^l 

V \ijieem^ as the firmeft ^pp^rts tf truth and 

V .f^rqdUion ; while thofc fiKioqs^Drawcanferfi 
f ^: who proQ^p latpt by prinaplcs of critkiicQf 

V but of party stn4 policyi m^4 would cu^ 
l^\ ^ 9t random, 9gfiiN^ ell ruk« of trut 
f^ Critique; whofe centuries pf< Authors, cc^ 
f' defiailkal and pro&i^, ^ik) diifiifd an uni^ 
^^ verfal rceptieifm> ^4 10 iBpni)in0Bts of Anti^ 
^* <yiity, deferve to be teapl^pd out, *s pf^f|t 
*' to the republic of letters [m]:" 

Since then he has thought fit, to bo fo ^n* 
ous, on fo .il^ht ai) opcafioQ, I find myfelf 
obliged to be feripus too, ai^d tP nsiake a de*«> 
plaratioQ dlfo in my turn, of|^^ part of t)r» 

4f ni 



H'-^n \ thst' J)^ had no real ioteotion/ a&y 
inotj^ tba4i t^.Afdidi^acQa bim&If^ to impeach 
thofe kata^d iG^lemen of any plot whatfo^ 
^X\ im t&e^kaft ddign to djsfraud them of 
that amaklex^^f»IS^t^ which they have ac<« 
wi^d wUh i^/ iKUich pain^ and dudy, nj trut 
^^J^i4 Cri^i^iH \ Sut a$ ao mortal can kno«& 
^ r^I xttQtiy^ of adion ki another; and as 
thff «viden49 ejlp9Qi2iily: of plots, turns nob 
iipov iati^ntiji^pSt bi>t overt«a£ts^ £> the whole^^ 
which I Oft a 49c]^re of thsm wkh certainty 
^,$ tbaft lihm htfi attenipts againft the works 
of: Ckerv, whjich* bear fWM refenstblance of 
tbe^ Je^i'^s ^^ aod -fecu, to flow from the 
i^xw mdif^ Jfifit agtni^ th Jincients^ have 
biecn fo^ind upon trials to be perfedly inno- 
ceut, and iQ^p«bIe of doit\g the leaft hurt to 
any thdng wh«iiirpewr ;>^d will confecpiently 
^ as Kttle known or regarded by the next 
generation, as th|) whlmfical conceit of Har^ 
4m waa by tb» pw&ftt. 

We are now come to the fecond pointy 
which the Archdeacon, as I have faid,. is 
obliged to make good, if he would viadicato^ 
his Charge^ from the exceptions of the Poji- 

G4 fcript 
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fcrtpt. He has declared in that Charge^ that 
the ancient Fathers of the Church-, and efpc- 
cially the Clements^ the CbryJ^Mts^ the Jeroms^ 
and the jiujiins, are an armmrj^ as he calls it, 
m the Protejlant Jide^ continually galling the 
Papijls infome tender part ^ andexpofing to ever^ 
common eye^ the unfcriptural and unprimitvoe 
cmdities oj the Romijh principles and praSi-^ 
ces [n]. In contradi£Uon to which, it is af- 
firmed by Dr. M n in his Poftfcript^ 

^^ that the authority of thofe very Fathers, as 
*^ it is recommended and enforced hy the 
** Archdeacon, would bctrayus into Popery jr 
<^ and in particular, that Cbryfofiom^ Jerom and 
^^ jiujlin^ had feverally taught and pradiied; 
^' and warmly recommended to the 'pra<!%icc 
^' of all Chriftians, certain rites and dodrines, 
^^ which, from their example and authority, 
^^ are pradtifed at this day by the Romifli 
^* Church, but rcje^ed by all Proteftant 
" Churches, as unfcriptural^ fuperflitims, and 
" idolatrous [o]r 

[«] See Charge, p. a, 6« {p] PoflfcripC of the 

Jntrod. Difc. p. ^8* 

This 
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This is the fabjeft of the difpute betweed 
^ Author of the Charge^ ztid the Aotbor df 
46e Pojtfcrift : the laft of whom, in order id 
cut o£F all uoneceflary wrangling, and to redu<:b 
the coniroverfy to as ihort art ilTue, as th6 
nature of a^ Roftfcript required, choie to refit 
Idle cmerit of it^ to a few fad& and inftanc^ 
drawn fingly from St. yefamy becaufe, o£ all 
the Fathers, he perceived -him to be^tlie 
peculiar, faforite of the Archdeacon* I^o# 
this method of proceding is dear and dipcd; 
snd what every one would chule to paribe^ 
who feeks nothing but the truth : and if iihatt 
had been the Archdeacon's view, he ought to 
have given a dired anfwer to thofe fads ; or to 
have balanced them at le^ft by oppofite fads^ 
drawn £rom the fame Father, flrong and er^ 
piicit in favor of the Proteftant caufe, as it 
Hands oppofed to that of the Papifts. 

But inftead of this, the whole bufinefi of 
his Defefiit is, to draw us away from the red 
fiibjedt, and to amufe us with harangues quite 
foreign to it ; ^' on the reverence due to pri-^ 
^ mitive. antiquity j 6n the authority of the 
^J^ Fathers taken coUc^U^ely; on the public 

"doftrinc 
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^hip&im ef th0 anctf at Churches ; aod :|)ar- 
f^ tkubfly^ on the/^dimicahk afailmos^ kitm^ 
f\ lOtt^hk orccUeacks, attd toeafQm of Itacfi^ 
-^'Jng io he fcmod in iS*/. j^er^mt in CQa(id& 
^.^.rtboa of which^ all their hhsniflm^ faii> 
!f ings B»A pQt^ftnciesi ought to be ioveriodn* 
^ ftdi and wbatevei^ they m^yi havoideopt <if 
ff.; 4 P,i4^ c'afti, :th«rc wants na upology ibr 
^fititv he fa]rs, ndr !& there any peaibn to e^ 
f^^ptd, .that he AooUl be re^noiilfle ibr ihf 
f^ ertPits or imprudeac»& of a; yerdm^ becau& 
t^/hft •is< iiqipo&ii tb be a fa^vorite with Hin 

i^'w' ■■• ■ ■■■-''''■' ■■■ ■ • 

'..: FrwJk'thU ^v«fiiie way of tueitiog. d».:flil>» 
jof^ s^ ehiSag Use focce of pbia &6i3, :.on4 
\vf)ttld.l>e ^ to imaglae» that :he. «ni giario^ 
ofc^iim fWDftba> and yidtdii^itliB caiiio fi6 

he afTurefi tts» . << that all the l&a» and im 
4*. iboieci^ wiwii havQ h«en..oi: can.be prtklu- 
** .cod" iwra. , 5?^ j^rtm^ or any;! q£. tht Fari 
♦* ; iberSy we notbing men. Uian 'av.fev^fli^ 
!• irMtoM^s f^ Ptpety^ which; may indeed 
** receive ioQic :countaumc:« £ppm: thenv bift 

« that 
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" that he wJU vogage, iiroin t^o& Fathers 
1' aloncii fp^i^sUly to coR^te 9U tBt^.pHtcU 
*^ jial.crrws of the Romanifts [y].'* Why 
^pes hfi pq*:4q in then, tyit^; pm an otid td tht 
j^ntfoyerfyat <^nce feoiih wHh them, atoiiwith 
pHian^^hf 4q« h« \«bafc «o bnngue 
^.at fergjii pelther pMncbg wijE.liKaa oa 
^ ^Wl^4d% l«)P takyiqg nwicc of thofo alr 
|(Mg?4 «inf<h», (9th«f i 3f«t gifin|f:h»ads»rfiiy 
rU ^0 VfhiH DQ othw^ tHh, than tbat^of « 
l^U(m^&?9,l^tfifmrk^i (hongjhhf gromnbhit 
IwhoIftArgiM^eac ofi dllovr^ Ad?, and neqains 
a diftind ^fiCwer t9 thefR> aod fe^a the-d^ 
^Jto «|f the i?Jiuft to the merit t)^ that 
jipfwer^ ' . . 

; Bnl wha4 is ftitt mofte ih»&^n» he da> 
^ares, ** th*t he never fippcsiled to any of thf 
(^ AacieiM Father^ ^^Ti ^^^ ^ pardcular t» 
*^ Ckryfofimt Jirom et Jtffiin ; for kofiming 
** well wh^t he did, h* appealed cne^ to 
** the pfia^ave Fathers at large, ot to the 
" whole body of them= ts»ken coJkaiwIy^ hot 
*' that 'm!Mi lofthe IF^^befs mgmrak which 
^^ ym W apreCBoB, the Oentlefnan h^ fi^ 
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** m.Cbry/oJlQmy Jerbm aniAafliny to whoiif 
•* he did not appeal, nor ever iritehdcd^ t<i 
*♦ appeal [r].*' And this indeed, if truei 
mnft needs be tHonght a flippei^ tnck, td 
put filcb a diange tfpdn the gobd-Archdeaconi 
Let OS inquire then, how the cdfe mtlly Aa^ds'i 
and whtther this piece of craiff/ which he 
itnpates to Dn M^-^^^^n^ be not a pro(^ bncfy 
of his greater difingenuity, and a iiflion of 
liis owti) X contrived to excufe hintifdf froni 
admg that mortifying part, whidi' candor and 
tn2tfa{)refcribe, but his pride cannot iiibmit to^ 
<tf > acknowledging himfetf confined. - ^' 

^ In ' the beginning of his - 'ArdAdiaconA 
Charge^ where he opens the general plan df 
Father ]Sar<hiins fieti he fpeaks^ indeed, in 
generali of the ancie^f Fathers^ M^eRined td 
tfeftnidion by that Jefuit, on account of their 
iemces to the Protcftant caufe [5], Then, 
in deicnbing the terrible havock, which ' the 
plot had made among the Writers of Afttiquw 
ty both Greek and Latin, he. tells- us, that 
Sbis was onefy the introduStion to fhenhn darih^ 
Jtroke^ bf wbkb tBe CkmentSy tbief Cbryfifitms;^ 
W Jcf-Cab. 33, 34- ^ 1[i]Ciaig5,p. au 

the 



ili: y&rotmy:)af9d the Aujlifli were . to fiil next 
in the Mi^fhrty :ds ieing too eloquent 4nd.pri^ 
mtive Jor a Jefiiifs palate [>]. And l^ly^ 
when he comes to fet forth the probability oC 
t£z fuccds, be fays, that tbe libertines mA 
Jteptics wwld of courfe rejoice in it, amf giw upt 
efoen their favorites^ Virgii and Horace ^ &c. m 
condition onely^ that the Jeroms might be facri-^ 
feed with them [u\. Thus he firft ineati0n& 
the ancient Fathers at large^ as an armoury on 
the Prote^antfide ^ then fpecifies, what particular 
Fathers he means, as the mod obnoxious on 
that account to the Jefuit ; and laftly, takes 
occafion to fignify, that, of the four, whom 
he fo fpecifies, Jerom was the moft eminently 
and uniwrfally odious to all the enemies o£ 
Proteftantifm, both Papifis and Sceptics. 
• This is his whole account of the ancient 
Fathers, with regard to their being an ar^ 
moury on the Protefiantjide : and could any 
one, who was difpofed to conteft it with him^ 
ad: more candidly and pertinently, than by 
leferring the difpute, to. the character of that 
j^Ie Father, on whom he himfelf lays the 
Wib, p..f Mib.M; 

gieateft 
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gMfttdft ftre& ? Or ciMild ally on^ on t& 
ethftr faahd, ad mone wcaldy^nd dSQnge&a^ 
ovfly, than he has done Ifii the pre&ntcdct, 
by di£:lain>ng an Appeal tb Any if the awdmt 
Tathen^glyf Fof, in our cantroverfy turkli 
^ PapiftS} the Tvrhok odledhre body of tlMnA 
Cdald not pr^Itbly faae^ any w6ig^, if each <A 
^em taken fin^y be fotind to iiave none at 
idl : and k he dates not tnifl; hh caufi td 
Adfe pankalar Fathers, whom he hSmfi^ hia ' 
dtftingttifhttd, tu the feadiur armory ^Profe- 
JlantSf and declared iff iegriewut tbntns in tbt 
fiki of the Papiftt [ie']i it is childi(h to ^tt* 
fend) that any ace^ioii of the nft, irbo aro 
left ttfefoU to OS, and lefs grievoos to our ene-: 
iMiei/ could add ««y ttm ftrength to it. Vet 
thus he (hu^s <m % icbofing io ttcnrr rather 
Id any fliift, and to deny effen what he has 
Aid, than to pvt a dired ttnlwer to fatSbs^ 
wilfkh Wduld expofe the folly and tigottry of 
hlfi pifodples. 

'And' to divtrt the attention of the reader 
Itob liid werits of the catrie, and raiie J^ 
Indigtiibtioa at the ilnie inne agaiifift Hu M^n^ 

he 



lie makes: tt' inetched x>utcryag3iix{l; biirit;. r^ 
u dis^irisg' and deptvoMrtiQg the vii:tiie6>s»Hi 
^ abiUties of the ancient Fatbers^; exa^^erift* 
^' img tl»ir fdAiags and^ peccancies } trailipg 
^^ the worft conftradion on their anions tod 
^^ layings $ pain^og tihem malignantly in thft 
<< .moft hideoas cobrs of folly, faperftitiM 
^^ or ktisvery ;. and putting them to a worft 
^^ torture, than thek Heathen P^fecutors had 
^^ ever done, and t6 a fiery tria^ which aO 
^^ writers in <3be world had ever fu&red jrj^] V^ 
with a great 4eal more of the faaae ticolaiha** 
tory flinfF, for which Dr. M^-^^^^ — n haa given 
no other occa^on, t^a hy attempting to ihtw$ 
from ecptefs teftimonies and inflances 4faWfl 
from thoie Fathers^ that thdr primitive prac^ 
tices and principles tend to confirm the pttm 
ifint dcdlrines and worfhip of the Romi0i 
Church^ 

This ia a puce qua^ion of iaA, which ;ha9 
no relation to their virtoes or abiUdeSy.. or any 
Mi:i6r part df l!heir cfaaradler, l^ian whit if 
neceflarily demonftrated i>y thole iktnf^rki&kPi^ 
ces^ cotte£tod from their worka, on whkb th» 

, . ; quaeilion 



^pM^Bon . itfelf dependsw For example, i^ in 
the coorie of our argaraent, they are found to 
affirm, either from their own knowledge or 
the report of others, things manifeftly £Eilfe 
and utterly incredibk ; what elfe can we poi^ 
fiUy think, or fay of them,*but that, if tbey 
Mieved fucb .things^ tbey wire grojsfy credukus^i 
ij mt^ nvere crafty or inter ejled^ in impofng the 
ielief cf them upon others ? And how (hining 
Ibevcr their abilities may be, this is no calumny, 
no exaggeration, no torture or fiery trial, but 
inch a treatment of them, as juftice and reafon 
require, and what all writers have ever itiflered 
and ought to fufier : and whoever forms a 
judgement of any Author,, from any other 
principle, than what is grounded on the tefti«- 
mony of his writings, muft neceilarily judge 
fiom prejudice or party, or fome other motive, 
which does not flow from the love of trath. 
" The Attbdeacon however, though he does 
itbt chufe to give any dired anfwer to thoie 
particukr fads, .which are alledged again ft him 
from St. Jerom^ tsrkes np fmall pains, to clear ^ 
the andeflt Fathers in general, from, the chargp 
urged agamft them> t>f being the Authors of 
1 thofc 
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thofe principal corruptions^ which arc pradlifcd 
at this day by the Romanifts, and condemn- 
ed by the Proteftants, as unfcriptural and fa^ 
perftitiom. Which corruptions he has coUed- 
td from thi IntroduSiory Difcourfe into the 
right following articles, i, 7be Infiitution of 
'Monkery. 2. The worjhip of reliques. 3. In^ 
"njocation of Saints. 4. Prayers for the dead. 
5. ^e fuperfiitious ufe of Images. 6. Of the 
Sacraments. . y. Of the Sign of the Croji. 
B. Of conJecrMed Oil[z]. 
I This poor lift of primitive corruptions, and 
it's eight articles, our Proteftant Archdeacon 
tleride$> as trifling and impertinent ; and of 
\ ' no confequence at all to us, whether they 
were praAifed or not, either by the Antient 
or Modern Church of Ri>me. ,5^^, fays he, 
are all the great injiances of agreement y mbicb 
wr Author can find between Popery and Antiqui- 
ty : and what are thefe ? Wby^ the faBs and 
infances^ which ha^e been anfmered by Prote-^ 
Jlants over and over \a^. And to juftify his 
contempt of them, he touches here and there 
the chief of thoie arguments, which have (o 

\z] ft. 28. [a] lb, 

H often 



bften been urged in anfwor to ^hesil. dr« ^i^d^ 
though there are feveral paffages in the Fathers^ 
!wbtchjeem to have a Popijh cafi^ and to kok 
a little Popijhly affe£ted^ yet it ir^ay hear a ^ ^ 
pute^ as it has often done^ whether the cafes \on 
4f0th fides bejimilar\b]4 e. that it is anothw 
^ajiiony whether the Primitive Churches nf^ 
ihdrgeahle, in theje articles^ witi aw) leaven ijf 
^Romijh Superfeition mt all. Nay^ be is furtj 
fhative may appeal^ in theje very articiei^ to the 
praSitce of the antient Churches^ eigainft tie 
'Chureb of Rome [^]. 3. Tthat the ufages of this 
4^ind are really nothing to the mmciry andfbft^ 
pries of the later Popifb rituals ^d^ 4. ^Ki»t 
\the articles here charged upon th Primitive Fa^ 
thers, are not the principal cof^uptions of Pope^ 
ry ; nor in truth any Popery ai^aUy but ornly a 
few trimmings ^ Popery ^e^. 

But if Popery^ as he contends, wa$ not 
' yet in being, how could the Fathers add 
trimmings to it? Or if his meaning be, thfit ^ 
they trimmed up Chrijlianity into the form and 
4refs of Popery ;- the onely fen&, that his 

* ^ M lb. 33/35, %6. \c\ lb. 29: M' lb. 3a; 

W lb. a?, 35* 
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^fds natiiraBy convty^. I fliall readily agree 
imiti, him^ and cut ^tt the difpute^ But in^ 
ftead of allowiog any things fb candid or. f^n-» 
fible { ht {ffe&nts us with! a different pidure 
©f Poperfj and a genuin lift of it^i principal 
€i>rru^i(mS'4nd ctying ahminat^om^ as he calls 
|hem> >ml' defies any man to ihew, that fo 
imcbns o^tfthj^ ever appeared in any Chriftian 
Church, teJmreA. D. 446 [/]; Yet fliould wc 
gfftnt all thi^, and whatever ht can fay of the 
4&me kind) to be true^ it is nothing to the 
^rpo(^ aa the, reader will eaiGly perceive, by 
Xcfkdiing ondy oh liic genuin. nature of Popery, 
Mid the' real ftkte of our prcfent quasftion. 
'^ ' For it ixMift be remembered, that Popery k 
41 fyilem, of a very complex -and comprehend 
live kind, rWhich couM not poffibly be formed 
at once, or brought to rhaturity, but by the 
^gradual improwments of fucccflive ages. The 
•Primitite Fathers, and efpccially thofe of the 
fourth Century, were the Founders of it ; 
Sketched out the plan^ laid 3. fiire foundation^ 
taifed a gi«at part of the Fahrick, and left 
fuKHcicnt fund^ and materials, for carrying on 
if\ Jef-Cab. 17, a8. 
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the reft to it's full perfedion. And we tdiight 
with as much reafon deny, l\i^t Romuhis^ and 
the Primitive Kings, who fucceded him» wei!e 
the founders of the antient ftate of Heathen 
Rome^ becaufe they did not raife it to that 
heigth of power, which it afterwards reached ; 
as that the primitive Fathers were the founders 
of the prefent ftate of Popijh Ibme^ becaa^ 
they left a part of their work to be completed 
by their SuccefTors. In both cafes, the foun- 
tlations were fo effectually laid, and the pka 
carried fo far into execution, that the reft 
would fuccede of courfe, if it was not totally 
deferted ; and from caufes and principles, oC 
^ kind fomewhat fimilar« For the Kings of 
old Rome^ that they might fecure their infant 
ftate, and enlarge it's dominion^ contrived 
fuch a fyftem of laws and religious rites, as 
would naturally excite a kind of fanatical zeal 
^nd enthufiaftic fondne^ for them in the peo- 
ple, whom they trained at the fame time in 
luch bodily exercifes, as were proper to con- 
firm both their ftrength and their courage : by 
the united force of which principles, the Hea* 
then worlds became fubjeft to the power of 

^ that 
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that Republic. Thus alfo, the Primitive Fa- 
thers, by the invention of certain rites- and 
methods of devotion, with a fevprity of bodily 
exercLfes, and peculiar rules of life, which 
carried a form of fandity, and were enforced 
by a pretence of miracles, infufed into the 
multitude a fpirit of zeal and fuperflition, too 
impetuous to be checked, by the oppofition of 
calm reafon, which gradually fubjeded the 
Chriftian world to the dominion of Popi(h 
Rome. 

. This is a (hort (ketch of the rife and pro^ 
grefs of Popery. It drew it's birth from the 
primitive ages of the Church ; was nurfed by 
the Fathers of the /ame ages, eipecially of the 
£).urth Century, and attained gradually to it's 
prefent maturity, by the help chiefly of thofe 
articles, above recited, which were invented for 
that purpofe and zealoufly propagated by the 
feme Fathers. The Archdeacon however is 
fure, that even in thefe articlesy we may appeal 
to the antient Churches in oppofition to the Ra^ 
mijh Church $ and to prove the truth of what 
he fays, has taken the pains to fhew, in every 
one of them,^ how far the pradiceof the prixnv- 
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live Churched was different from tht prefciit 
pradlicc of Rome : through all which there- 
fore, it will be neceflfary for me, to follow 
him with a remark or two on each particular 
article. 

The Subftance, of what he has thought 
fit to declare^ on the fubjcd of thefe fevcral 
articles, is as follows.— 

1. T'hat there were no Monks in the Church 
jor near three hundred yean ; and vjhen they 
were introduced^ they were under no Popijb vom 
or bonds ; nor encroached on the rights of the 
Bijhops and Clergy ; nor held ejiates in mort- 
main ; nor were the creatures and tools of the 
Popes of Rome, 

The reader will obferve, that though our 
-difpute principally turns oh the rites and doc^ 
trines of the jourth century^ which the Arch^ 
beacon has undertaken to vindicate from a 
cohformity with the prefent Superftitions of 
Rome^ yet in this firft article of Monkery^ hte 
owns it to have beeii introduced even in the 
third century ; with this difference ondy, that 
it was not yet under any Popijh 'Oowf ; nor en- 
'Croofbed on the rights of the ^ijbops ; mr etH 
' - .. grojed 
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^oj}ei ^taies j mr n&as a tool to the Popes^ 
Now the fadt is. this, as it is reprefented bjr 
die Fathers themielves, that towards the end 
of the fourth century, there was fuch an a- 
mazing increafe of the Monki(h Order, through 
all parts of the Chriftian world, as makes it 
reafonable to believe, that there were greater 
numbers of Monks in the Church, in propor- 
tion to the extent of Chriflendom at that 
time, than are to be found in it even at this. 
Which was wholly owing to the zeal of thofe 
Fathers, who made it their buHnefs to recom- 
mend and extol the Monaftic State, as the 
perfedion of a Cbriftian life, and the very 
pattern of an heavenly one. Thefe Monka 
lived alfo then, as they do now, in Mona- 
fterieSy founded for their fole ufe and reception, 
and under a folemn profeffion, or vow of 
perpetual chaftity ; voluntary, as we may ima- 
gine at firft ; till by their frequent violations, of 
it, they were gradually tied down by more 
iivxdt and forcible reftraints. And if they did 
not immediately encroach on the rights of otherr^ 
and engrofs ejiatesy or become took of the Popes y 
yet fuch c^eds were fure to follow from the- 
- H 4 very: 
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very nature of their inftitution : for it is not 
pofTible, that fuch . numerous focieties of beg** 
garly, crafty, ambitious fpirits, recommended 
by a reputation of wonderful! fandtity, could 
long fubfifl: without acquiring both rights and 
cftates, and attaching themfelves to that pow<>^ 
er, which was the befl: able to proted them 
in fuch ufurpations. And we find accordingly, 
that they made it their care, from . the very 
beginning, to feduce the heirs of rich familiea 
into their Monafleries, againfl: the will, and to 
the utmofl: grief of their parents, and to con* . 
ceal them there, from the knowledge and fearch 
of their friends. Nor are we to fuppofe, that 
any of their later encroachments are derived 
from any written flatutes or rules, by which 
modern Monks are governed, in diftindion 
from the ancient, but from fuch arts onely, a& 
experience would teach of courfe and tacitly 
prefcribe to all focieties of the fame kind. 

2. That there were no invocations of Saint s^ 
or Angels in the three fir fl centuries \ and even 
in the fourth^ the addrejfes to them^ were more 
like rhetorical Apoftrophes (fuch as that of Dr. 
M n to Dr. Woodward) than formal peti" 

tions :' 
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"^m : and no prayers to them were admitted ' 
tn the public Offices of the Church, before A. !>•» 
500. 

On this article it is allowed by the Arch«- 
deacon) that in the fourth century^ fuch ad^ 
drefTes were made to Saints and Angels, and 
fuch religious honors paid to them, which, 
within a few generations after, produced a di- 
reft wor(hip, and aformuk of prayers to them 
in the common Liturgies of the Church. But 
here he has met with a lucky occaiion, as he^ 
fancies, of diftingui(hing all this away, and 
giving a ftrokc at the fame time to Dr. M-^n, 
which muft needs ftrike him dumb, b]r (hew« 
ing, that the addrefles paid to Saints, in the 
fourth century, were nothing more, than fucb 
rhetorical Apofiropbes^ as the Dr. himfelf had 
-iaipplied, in a certain latin ipeech, to hB'de- 
ceafcd friend, Dr. Woodward. As if fuch little 
attempts of Oratory, or fallies of fancy, made 
to enliven a latin oration, in an AiTembly of 
$cholar$, could bear any analogy, to the relijgi-* 
ous addrefles paid to Saints, on bended knees 
and in a fupplicant pofture, in Churches dedi^ 
cated to their names, and before their Altars; 

and 



iaoidtSMk reliquea^ accordiag t^ the tgttaniiet olE 
that century. Bat wfatfever wit or fiaofattnefik 
there may be in the application, it is whoUgp 
borra^ed from' a prijntod pamphlet, m ndbich 
the £uno turn U given to the Saint-iaorjh^ o5 
lihofe primitiviB ages. 

, 3. fiat the Pcf>tjh worjh^ tfnliquet cannot 
he found in the Orders. (^ the Churchy before the 
middle^ tbejwrtb cet^ury rand tkat it was not 
made m artitle (kffaitb^ and added ix^ the ApcH 
file's Creed, till the time of Pepe Fius IVtb : a 
preemption uninomn to the Ancient Churches^ 
/ Here again we find an identity of pradice, 
in the pdmitivc Church of the fourth centary> 
and Ahe preicnt Church of Ramey in odq of 
the mod ofienfive and grofleft fuperftitions of 
ill Popery* Which^ thoi^h not fornully de-i 
clarei to be an article of faith ^ ia thofe antient 
tim£Sy yet was believed as firmly, . and had tho 
fame eScdy as an article of faitby in all times^ 
cir it could not otberwife have obtained fd 
univerfal an eftablifbment. Aiid to fay the 
truth, a worfhip confirmed by a perpetual fuc-« 
cfifiion of miracles, . had a jufl claim to be treats* 
pd. as fuch, in all ages pid Churches, whej^o 
thofe miracles were believed to be true. 
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^ ' Ij^^attbefuper/lithuiUfeoflmiigei 

^ beard ^ in the primitive times ; n(^ can an) 

h Me Father of the ftsurtb century be produce i t9 

famr it. - 

' It is certain however, that Imdges were ia^ 

troduced into the Churches^ in the fourth ceiw 

tury, and, as St. Ai^in exprefly declares^ 

found many adorers of them in that age \g\. 

And in the following ages, it i% notori^m^ 

that the worship of them was pra^fed and 

propagated by all the Fathers. Yet in thft 

fourth century I have met with a ftory, 

which ieenis to confute the Arc*hdeacon'j pe- 

remptcH'y ai^rtiott, on this article, by the au^ 

thority of one of the nxoft ilhiftrious Fathers 

of that time, even the great St. Bafil. The 

lilory is this, ^* that as that venerable Father 

^^ was fervently praying before the Image oftbi 

^^ bleffed Virgin^ to which there was annexed 

.*^ alfo a pi£ture of St. Mercurius the Martyr j 

** he received a divine revelation from the 

*^ piClure of that Saint, by which it was 

'« fignified to him^ that Julian the Apoftate^ 

^^ for whofe deftruftion he was then partial^ 

(;?] 6ecI«trod; JDifc ^. %u^ 
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^^ larly putting up his prayers^ was id tliaC 
** very inftant of time adually dcftroyed [A].'* 

5. nat the fuperftitious abufes of the Sa^ 
trament of the Eucbariji^ which are charged in 
the haroduSory Difcourfe^ on the Fathers of 
the fourth century ^ are tales quite forein to the 
purpofe 5 of mixing the water with the wine^ 
und fending the confecrated elements to the abfent^ 
and the like : fince no Popijh difiin^on of feven 
Sacraments ; no Tranfubflantiation ; adoration of 
the Hojlj and propitiatory Sacrifices of the Mafi^ 
are brought to light from that quarter. 

Yet befides thofe tales, which he calls foreia 
to the purpofe, it is (hewn in the fame places 
though he omits to take notice of it, that fuch 
notions and ufages prevailed^ in that age, with 
regard to this Sacrament, as were but very, 
little fhort of the Popi(h rites and dodrincs 
juft fpecified *, and within a few ages after- 
wards adlually produced them. For example; 
this Sacrament was then held to be a tremen- 
dous myjliry^ dreadfuU even to Angek \ and con- 
ilantly ftiled the Sacrifice of the body andblood 
ef Chrifl^ ^Xi^ offered up as fuch ^ both for the 

[h] Joh. Damaiceo, Op. T. 1. p, 527. E^ Edit, Par. 

dead 
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dead and the livings over the tombs and ajhes of 
departed Saints -and Martyrs : which was pithcr 
the feme thing, with what is now called the 
propitiatory Sacrifice of the Mafs^ or at leaft a 
wry near approach to it. The confecrated 
.bread likewife, was locked up in boxeSy and 
^carried about by private Chriftians, as a charni^ 
^r prefervative againjl all dangers^ and. believed 
to work miracles zndi. drive Devils out ofhaunt-^ 
ed houfes^ and in (hort, to perform fuch afto- 
^ifhing wonders^ that it .was not pofllble to 
^akc it any longer for niere bread, but Tome- 
ylhing apparently divine aiid worthy of adora- 
' tion J and tranfubilantiated confequently into 
the real body of Chrift, for nothing clfe could 
naturally flow from thefe principles and prac- 
tices of the fourth century. . 
^ 6. T^bat prayers for the dead were in ufe in- 
deed among the primitive Chrijlians j but not 
fuch^ as the Papijis now ufe^ for the relief of 
Souls in Purgatory ; becaufe the doSlrine of a 
Purgatory was not eftahlifhed till after the fourth 
century : and the tejlimonies^ alledged in favor of 
ity from I'ertullian and Origen, were onely the 
private opinions of thofe Fathers^ not the general 
do^rine of the Church. Here 
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Here the ruperftitious pratftice of prdytn^fh^ 

the dead is acknowledged to have been ufed 

by the Primitive Chriflians, as it certainly was, 

from the carlieft ages, after the days of the 

Apoftles. The purpofe of it, as it is declared 

by TertulJian and Ongeft, was, tb procure fome 

relief and refrejhment to departed Souls, in ah 

intermediate Jlafe of expiatory pains [/]• And 

though the Church had hot yet publickly a^ 

vowed the doSrine of fuch a pur^atdrial ^ztd, 

yet from the general pradice bf praythgfor tb^ 

dead, we may certainly infer a general perfuafioit 

of it, . as the principle, on which the pracftic* 

itfelf was grounded^ Which feems even dc- 

monftrable, not pnely from the teftimonies df 

^ertullian and Origen, but from the adtu^i 

cftablifliment of a Purgatory, which within ^ 

,fhort,time after was openly avowed, as thdi 

dodrine of the CathoHck Church. Let the 

Archdeacon therefore invent what diftindtions 

be pleafes, it will be evident to all men df 

fenfe, that the doctrine of a Purgatory, with 

all the lucrative efFedls, which bave fince been 

derived from it to the Popifh Church, was 

[i] Introd. Difc. i8, 19* 

, diredly 
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d&cdly 'founded: on l^e isfages (^^ tht fourth 
opntmry. 

7. T6^ iit^ jV/ «/& 'if lie Signafth Grofs^ 
end (f «7, nvere unktmon to the Pafiori and 
e^ei of the Cburcb , fcr ne^r three hundred 
years, in h^ij^ 4ndeedi and in ficknefsy^ tbej 
bad a ceretndny'^of^ anmting 'with oily akd hoped 
in fame ir^Mca for miraeul&us cures from it ; 
yet tbefe nndaherpriff^ivepjkges ^ the fame 
kind iioeifejMhit^ to Jht'mmicilry and fofferiei 
wf the later P^rituall " ^ 
' In thefe tivb kft articles, ^tl that lie pre-^ 
Jiends to declare is, ^at the abufes of thenft 
<were unknown to the primitive Church for 
;near throe hundoed years ; whereas his argu«- 
ment required, that they (ik)uld have >continu- . 
^d unknown to the end at lead of four hun- 
Kired. Yet item hx% own account of thenr, 
we may colled, that fuch abufcs of them wefe 
adually introduced within thefe jhree hundred 
years, as would neceifarily create all the reft. 
For inftancc, they xinoiraed fick perfons mth oii^ 
in the primitive Church, and cxpedcd miracu- 
lous cures from it. They do the very fame 
thing at this day in the Romi(h Church, and 
* - with 



with the fame expcdation : and in botfi 
Churches, miracles are faid to be wrought by 
it> as the ground of that cxpie^tion. The 
onely difference is, that the Romijb Church 
has made a Sacrament of this UnBiorSy vohicb 
the Primitive Church] never thought of. But 
this is a difFerence of opinion, not of practice* 
And if miracles be really wrought by it, I fee 
no abfurdity in giving that name to it ; and 
am fure, that, among the Protcftants, all (hofe, 
who draw their rcligibus principles froni the 
fame fource of Primitive Antiqmty^ muft rea-f 
dily allow it to be ^ Sacrament. Then as ta 
the Sign of the Crofsy it is affirmed likewifc to ^ 
Jiave wrought many great miracles, in the 
iourth century ; to have driven away Devik 
4very where before it ; to have thrown open gates ^ 
which were fhut againji it 5 to have been imprint-i 
ed miracuhufly^ on peoples garments. And though 
the Archdeacon would ferfuade us^ that ufages (f 
thofe times were nothings to the mimickry and 
fopperies of the later Popi/h rituals ; yet on the 
contrary, it is reafonable to believe, as well 
from the nature of the thing, as the tcftimonies 
Qi the Fathers thcmfclves, that with regard to 

this 
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this article oi the Crofs, tbefopperks of the Ro* 
mijh Church are much lefs extravagant, than 
thofe of the primitive ages ; when it's mira- 
cles were frefli, and it's devotion ran high ; 
and when every Chriftlan, as ^ertullian fays, 
was poiTciled with fuch fuperflitious notions 
about it, that he could not take a (ingle ftep, 
even in private and domefticlife; could not go 
out of his houfe^ or come in ; put on his chaths^ 
or his Jhoes ; could not bath^ eat^ light up a 
candle ; go to bed^\or Jit d(mn ; //// he had fir jl 
marked his forehead with the Sign of the Crofs 

Thus we fee at laft, how every thing, which 
is aflerted, in the IntroduSiory Difcourfe^ on the 
fubjedt of thefe Articles, is confirmed by the 
Archdeacon's own account of them. It is de- 
clared in that Dijcourfe^ that^ in the ihird^ 
fourth^ and fifth centuries^ all thofe fever al cor^ 
ruptions^ were either aSlually introduced^ or the 
feeds of them fo effedlually fown, that they could not 
fail of producing the fruits^ which we now fee in 
the Romijh Church. And nothing could more 
dire<aiy illuftrate the truth of it, than what 
fi] lb. 19, ao. 

I he 
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he bimfelf has here c^r«d hi coiHradk^ion to 
it. He tcUs us, that this or that arti(;k wa,$ 
unkoQWA tp the third century, yet allows it at 
the fame time to have been common in the 
fourth i or if unknown ft ill to the fourth, 
that it was pradifed in the fifth : Gt if it had 
not reached it's fiiU maturity in any of thofe 
age$, yet from the feeds of it then fown^ it 
becauK ripe and floriihing withia a fhort time 
s^tq:^ Which, is the whole that Dr. Af-— »-;i 
can 1»e reafonably underftood to mean, when 
he phaiigss the prefent corruptions oi RomCy to 
the principles and pradices of the Primitive 
|J*«,thei;s. 

, But in the article of Relique$^ the Archdea- 
con h«s introduced a very remackable teftimp- 
ny^ wlvch I omitted to take aotice of m that 
piUvCe,^ becaufc it feemed to rcqpiire a more par- 
ticirfaii; confideration : I mean^ the authority 
there alkdg«d by him of n kte Great Prelate^ 
jdrcbb\[bop fF<fhe^ wh did mt fcrupUy he ^^.%^ 
tO' declare y that aitq the honors^ due te tbei genuvi 
r^Iiques, fftbe Martyrs or Apo^leSy no Proliant 
"(PQUld ever refufe 'whatever the primitive Cburcbex 
paid to them [/J. . I d'd i)Pt think it ftrange, 
£/]J«ftCab. 2j, JO. 

that 



/>$^ Jesuit CAi A L. 115 

that what an Afchbi(hop had not icrupled to 
declare, an Archbi(hop'i Chaplain (hould not 
fcruple to defend^ yet could not help wHhing, 
that they had both of them been more icrapu** 
loqs in the prefent cafe : becau& I take it to be 
evident^ as well from the diiksLtes of reafon as 
of religion, that how genuin foeoer the reliques 
of the Martyrs or Apojiles may b©, or whatever 
l^onors. may hav? been paid to them by the pri- 
mitive Churchi no honors at all can he due 
to them ftom any Chriftian, out of any other 
principle, thao of mere policy, or fuperjftitioja : 
the trmh of which I (ball endeavt^ur to illn^ 
ftrate, by Sketching out a brief account of the 
ri/e and progreft of reHque-^^worJhip from the 
cadifjft %g9» pf !h? Church. 
. Within a 0io« ttrw after the .death of 
Chrift, St. Stephen, one of the moft cmio«nt 
of th^ fifft di*eipJ«s, became the firji Martyr 
of the O^riftiart Church. He was condemned 
to die by %hc grwt Council of the Jews, and 
fiqm4 tp death, accordingly ; and after his execU'^ 
tipn^ was carried to hi^ burhl by devout men^ 
wAcf md^ g^^At Imep^atku over him [iw]. This 
W Afti wi. a, «a, IP. 

I 2 18 
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is the fumm of what we read in theGofpel, on 
the fubjed of his Martyrdom ; in which hh 
blood is /aid to have been Jhed^ yet no care tak- 
en, to prefcrve the leaft drop of it^ or any frag- 
ment of his fkuU, or bones, or cloaths, which 
might probably have been broken or rent by 
the violence of fuch a death. The piety of 
thofe devout mert, who carried him to his 
grave, reached no farther in thofe days, than 
to the natural and necefTary office of giving 
him a decent burial, and lamenting the cruel 
and undeferved fate of fo excellent a perfon, 
and zealous champion of the Chriftian faith : 
Nor do we read any where, of an anniverfary 
Feftival appointed after his death, and celebrat- 
ed afterwards at his Tomb, by the Apoflles, 
or their Succeflors, on the day of bis Martyr- 



Thus the body of this great and firft of the 
Chriflian Martyrs refled in it's grave, undi- 
ilurbed, unknown, and unheard of, for about 
three hundred years ; when it is faid to have 
been difcovered, by a revelation from heaven, in 
the fourth century : an age, in which the devo- 
tion of the Church was principally turned to- 

wards 
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wards the reiiques of it\s Martyrs. The fame 
of this miraculous diicovery was foon fpread 
through the Chriftian world by the Pilgrims, 
who vifited Jerujalemy whence they brought 
away fome little portions of the reiiques of 
this Saint ; for the reception of which, fevcral 
Cbappek or Oratories were built in different 
countries, which, according to the cuftom of 
thofe days, were called the Memories of thofe 
particular Martyrs, whofe reiiques w^re depo- 
iited in them. Some of this kind were built 
for the reiiques of St. Stephen in Africa ^ where 
they are affirmed to have wrought dayly mira- 
cles, of the mofl: amazing and illuflrious kind ; 
feveral of which are particularly recorded and 
attefled by St. Auftiny from his own know- 
ledge \n\ : whofe authority, with that of the 
othet Fathers, who relate mi^ch the fame fto- 
ries, of other reiiques and other miracles wrought 
by them in different countries, is the very pat- 
tern, as well as the fupport of the prefent re^ 
lique-worjhip in the Church of Rorne. If there- 
fore the authority of a late Archbishop, now 
enforced by our Archdeacon, (bould induce u(, 
[«] Dc Civ, D. 1. 21..C 8, §. aa, t u - -. 

I 3 ^<^ 
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to pay the fame honors to the bones of Martyrs^ 
Hvbicb were paid to them by the primitive Church ^ 
it would plunge us at once into the very depths 
of Popery. 

But it may be faid perhaps, that tho' the 
Archdeacon*$ argument necefiarily includes tBt 
Jburth Century^ within the notion of the pi-i* 
mitive Church, yet the Archbiihop's declara-^ 
tion nluft not be underilood, to have reached 
fb ^r, but be reftrained to the earlier ages 
tineJy, which fucceded immediately to that 
tH the Apodlesw Let us inquire then, how 
far this limitation will juftify it^ and what 
I*)rtors were paW, even by thecarlieft Churches, 
to the reliqaes of their Martyrs^ We havte 
^lueft^y fecn, how^ in the days irf tfci Apoftles, 
there does fiot appear to have been the iesil 
t^^ of thought) •aboiii: preCefViQg any reMgues 
<f 4be frfi Ma^yr Stephen y mx aftec the ritts 
Xii bttml, iiiiy honors paid to hlm^ bat what 
^fe p^id of courft) to ev€ry virdi^s and ex- 
eeHent man>» by ^ pk«te ard ^jf^dioiarte re- 
MemWfrtK^ of lib ikame and fiiBFtrings* Vet 
ili fhe very ncd^t age^ And wici^ijii a &w yeavs 
after tjiadotk of ^i.. Jobi. tfaa (aft of the 

Apoftles, 
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Apoflles, the devotion of the Church began to 
take a ^fiiperftiti6us turn. In thfe very article : 
as we may colled from the antlent narratives 
of the Martyrdoms of two, the moft celebrat- 
ed Dirdples of that Apoftle, tgnattus and Po^ 
fyctirp, which Were wrilteh at the time of 
their execution, dnd by perfons who attended 
it. 

Ignatius^ then Bilhop of Antiocb^ was ex- 
pofed to the wild beafts, iri the Amphitheater at 
Rome 5 on which occafion, it Was his earneA 
prayer to God, that the beafts might devour Us 
ibbtfyjb intirelyy that no remains of it jhould he 
left^ to give his friends the trotih/e of gathering 
them. And he obtained his wifti fo far, a& 
the nirrative informs Us, that none but the 
greater and bdrder of bis holy bohes remained i 
yet thcfe were gathered up, and carried to 
Jlntiocby and there wrapped up in linnen, as an 
inejiimdble treafare^ left to the Churchy by iht 
grace, which was in the Martyr ^o\ 

In the relation alfo of the Martyrdofli dt 
Polycarp^ who Was burnt alive, fome year$ 

[§] See Relation of the. Martyrdom of St IffSdX. txanflat^ 
ed intoEogiiih by Archb. Wake. §. lit. 

I 4 after^ 
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*fter, at Smyrna^ it is faid;/* that his friends 
** gathered up his bones, more precious iban the 
ricbeji jewels^ and tried above gold, and dc- 
pofited them in a proper place^ where they 
propofed to affemble themfelves together, as 
" oft as the Lord would give thcnfi opportuni- 
•' ty, to Qclebrate the birth day of bis Martyr^ 
•* dom[f>y 

Such were the beginnings of the honors, 
paid to tbe reliques of the Martyrs^ foon after 
the days of the Apoftlcs : which fuperftition 
continued gradually to increafe, in proportion 
as the Church itfelf increafed in (Irength and 
numbers, till it reached it's full heigthupon 
the converfion of the Roman Empire ; when 
the whole Chriftian world fcemcd to be run- 
ning mad, as it were, with an cnthufiaftic 
zt2\ for the reliques of Saints ; urged on and 
inflamed by the authority and eloquence of all 
the principal Fathers of that age. Thus Chry-^ 
fojlomy haranguing on the praifcsof «S^ Ignatius^ 
to the people of Antiocby with wTiom his re- 
liques were depofited ; " God, fays he, took 
" him from you for a (hort time, but reftorcd 

[/^l Sec ditt. of St. Poljrcarp. §. x8. 

'* him 
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him with greater gloiy : arid as thofe, v^ho 
borrow money, pay it back again with inte- 
" reft, fo God, after he had borrowed thisprett- 
" ous treafure of you for a little whilc,and (hewn 
** it to the City of Rome^ fent it back again 
** with the greater luften You fent him out 
^^ a Bifhop, but received \x\ttx a Martyr : You 
" fent him put with your jMayers, but received 
" him with crowns. And not onely you, but 
" all the Cities on the road : for how were 
^' they all aiib^ted, think you, to fee his re- 
*• liques brought back? What pleafurc, what 
" exultation of joy did they exprefs ? What 
^^ acclamations of praife did they fend forth 
** from all fid^s on the; crov^ncd; Martyr ?*' 
\£\ And about the end of the fourth century, 
as Euagrius relates, ^' ^^^ Emperor IJmd^s 
" was moved by a fugg^ion frona God, to do 
** fome greater honoiS to this Martyr, by 
'' tranflating his bones with great pomp and 
'^ folemn proceffidn, from the pkce^ where 
^* they were firft depofited, without the City, 
** into a temple within it, which was confe- 

W Operi Tom. a. p. 6oot Edit. Bcnedifti " 

" crated 
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** ^ted on that occafion to the mettdry 6f 
** Sf. J^natiut: whoffe annual Feftlvai wis 
** renderod ftill okm fplctidid and magni^nt 
** by Gregary, BUfaiop of th^t City [r]/* 

Here then we ibs, what WeA the practice 
of the primitive Church, with rti^Gt fy re- 
iiptesi from tha ieaHied agei< Ai)d after this 
Vievt of it, if we (honld tog oor Aritbdeacon, to 
inform Ud a little more precifUy, wha.t pn-t a 
Proteftant ought to ad in thic ca& j whether 
-with the firft Cbriiliansj in the days of the 
ApoiUes, he ought to ob&rvs a prftSi iitdlffe" 
ttnee or^ neutrality about them, neither honoring 
not infblting them ; or ivith the firA Chhfti- 
ana, afeer the Ap6ftlf6) gatbii' them leitb a re- 
iigkus dan% v>rap<them up-in/ilki «rfifie Hntieti, 
tkpo^ them in, jiKreA placeti treu them as ^ 
imfi pMhfUi jei»eby and inefiimaUe tr^fiifit of 
Use GMfiiaH Qkirch'i ht would ftiek, I dar6 
%, fohis text j^xfadrt m m foUdW 4h6 ex- 
am|^ of die primitive Churches % and chear> 
fiilly to perform, what ^e aailidrity of ihofb 
. pureft a^s had finaiitod : n<}r t^Mld hi have 
any fcruple, about ^Oiing our.zeal^top far i 

[rj Lib, I. c. 1 6. 

for 
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for he, who to the difgrdce of Proteftantifin, 
1^8 ftfChuditily (fc&nded the gnolTeft fuperftki* 
•dils, ttfid : l&oft <krpic£ibte khpoftures of the 
fifth Ceiltucy, cannot pofiibly be fcandsllifed by 
th« left obrtokioat pnAkes c^ the fourth. 

I cannot caficfode the& remarks, withottt 
reihindbg the i«ider one^f niord, th&t the r^- 
foft of my'appealihg fingly to St. yeroniy wa«, 
tiot to gaioT any )particuUir advantage to- my 
argtttj&em, l^ ftfc(fting a charaa^r the nooft 
Ikb^ to ^Kteptbn i bot "on the codtmry, to 
Jhotteft rf* dilute, by ofifering one of the 
beA and iMfOft ralued daraiftcri of all the Aa- 
tient Fathei-s, as a f>atter» or tcft, i^ which 
iht cii^t» 6f thfc t«ft diall be determined. 
For if a |«rfon of his iiiperior parts *nd' 
tearnliig, diftlngitilhed by the feverity of hia 
Hf«> a* WcM as his piefy, «nd jjeal fo^ the 
hoAor <tf (tft! Gof|:fel, coald richer be impofed 
Upon Wm<^ by forged miricfes, orkhovring- 
ly httpdfij them upon others, for the fake of 
*ecomm«riffl«g thofe fnpdrilitious rites, which 
aift liow praaifed by the Church gf ^(W»^; ^e 
need not look any &rther ; the ftme chai^ 
will «afily be admitted, as it may more eafily 

be 
2 
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be proved agairift the reft. For which reafbn^ 
I fliall here add one (hort ftory more^ from our 
own hiftory, which occurs now to my memory, 
and may (erve as a fre(h illoftration, of what I 
have before affirmed^ concerning the nature and 
cf&Q: of his writings and principles. 

At the time of the Reformation^ Dr. John 
Storie, an eminent Civilian, and bigotted Pa- 
pift, who, in ^een Mar/s reign, had been a 
chief inftrument of Bp. Bonner*s butcheries of 
the Proteftants, fled into Flanders upon the ac- 
ceflion of ^ Elizabeth ; where he was feized 
by ftratagem, and brought a Prifoner into Eng- 
Jandy and executed afterwards at lyiourn^ for 
the confplracies and invafions of this kingdom, 
which he had been projecting and folliciting 
abroad : and being admoni(hed at the time of 
his ^ecution^ to declare fomewhat concernmg 
his religion, he; chofe to fay nothing more, than 
that he Med in tbf. faith of St. Jerom. This 
he took to b? a fuflicient declaration of it; 
and for this, he has ever (ince been confidered 
afa^ Saint and Martyr at Rome ; where his mar- 
tyrdom was printed, and repirefented in the 
;:- ;• . . EngliOi 
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Englifti College of that City [i]. But if 
Jerom after all, as the Archdeacon tells us, be 
really on the Protejiant fide^ and a grievous thorn 
in the fides of the Papiftsy it is incumbent ori 
him, to correft the miftake of our Hiftorians, 
as well as the infolence of the Romanics, and 
to do juftice to the memory of this celebrated 
Dr, by reclaming- hifn, as a Martyr of our 
own Church, and as tme a Proteftant as him- 
felf ; having (acrificed his life in the defence of 
that pure and primitive Chriftianity^ which he 
is now fo zealoufly recommending. 

But the Archdeacon, as we find, will not 
be provoked to give an anfwer to any fadls, ' 
which relate to Bt. Jerom : all, which he has 
thought fit to fay to them, amounts to little 
more than this ; " that Jerom was a wonder- 
<* full fcholar and fine writer, and tho' he 
^^ had fome blemifhes and peccancies, yet they 
** were too trifling to want any apology : and 
" for his own part, that he highly efleems 
" thofe primitive teachers and defenders of 
** Chriftianity, whofe works he has read with 

[0 See Strfp^s Annals of Queen Elizabeth, Vol. I. 
p. 5aa. 

** attention, 
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^^ attention^ in. order to jud^e fjtnrfy ami ac^ 
^^ curately pf Chrifiian ^ntiquttk^, by U^ 
^^ lights which he received from them ; and 
^^ that a modern ichohr» who (bould fcprp 
^^ to accept their afllftance, would make but 
*^ z forry kind of figure in the republick of 
« letters [/]." 

How fairly and accurately bis attentive ftudy 
cf the Fathers has taught \x\tfx t(^ jui^e ^Cbri^ 
fiian antiquities^ the reader wiU e^fijy perccivCji 
from the conckifion^ which he lias drawn 
from it^ to the great comfort of Profteftants ; 
that all thfe primitive Saints in genera/^ and 
St. Jerom in particular^ are an Armoury an our 
fide^ perpetually galling the Papifts^ infgme tender 
pointy and expofmg t9 every comnmn eye the un-- 
fcripturaf and unprimitive crudities cf their prin- 
ciples and praciices \u\. And how ufcfiill alfo 
tht fame Jludy is, in qualifying a man^ to make 
a figure in the imrld^ is evident Hkewife, from 
the great fame and honors, which this fame 
Archdeacon has raiied to himfelf , on that fole 
foundation, 

\f\ See Dcf. p. iiy¥h¥y 4^. W SoaCfcirgr ^ ^ 

If 
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If this thea be the ca<i?^ and if fuch advta- 

tages really flaw from the ftwly pf thofc An- 

tients, th9 PapilU hav^ gr^at re»fc«i to expo- 

i^l^tQ with him, foi^ the injuftice offsred to 

their rcUgion, hy the very Title of hi$ Charge % 

Popery the hum 9f truei letters For whalwer 

we have to fay agiinft Popery, it is notorious^ 

^t it is lOQre immediatoly conoeded with the 

Jhkdf 9f tht faiheri^' aivlhae done much more 

towards prwnotiag ii in the Chriftian world, 

lh»(^ Proteftaatifo) : and tba< oqq iingle Order 

of Monks .ha« puhliibQd moice bmutifnU. oxteft 

a«d 4^f(>ll ^itiortf of t^<^ WQrkg^ than all 

the PijQteflftpt cQ«jnt?ies liOgethee hate ever 

iioiwit 4> thait tqr hisowa prific^^ Popery, 

ii^cad of beit^ ^e(i&bl the ^ow, ought to Iter 

called, .^, h^ nf Hm l^ieri ; or the ondy 

fchool, whofe fcholars are rightly qualified, to 

make a figure in the republic of Utters. 

But this character of Popery, as it is iignified 
by his Title, \» not a,'cofltradS£tion onely to, 
his own principles, but what is flill worfe, 
feems contrary likewife to truth, and the ex- 
perience of thofe, who have vifitcd Popifti 
countries j in many of which^ the liberal arts 

and 
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and fciences are known to florifh in an em!* 
nent degree ; and their Cities to abound with 
noble and ufefull libraries, open and accef&ble 
ta all, while the richeft and largeft of all Pro- 
teftant Cities is {hamefiilly deftitnte of them. 
When we write therefore againft Popery, let us 
be fo candid, as to give it it*s due ; for when we 
have fo much truth on our fide, it is a (hame to 
recurr to lies : we may call ifs doSrims ahfurdi 
iis rites^ paganijh ; ifs v)orJbip^ idolatrous j we 
may call it, aj^em of craft and policy ^ contriv- 
ed to enflave the Chriftian world to the domi- 
nion of the Romijb Church : but when we 
afcribe to it what is hlCc, we eaqx>ie ourfelves 
to the juft contempt of the Romanifts diem- 
felves, and inftead of difcrediting their religion^ 
give them a bad fpiecimen of our own. 
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